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And he ſaid, Vnto yow it is giaen to know the ſecrets ofthe 
kingdome of God, but tootherin PaAgaBLe Ss, that 
when they ſee, they ſheuld not /er and when they heare, 
they [ho#lu net vwderſtand, 
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THE PRINTER TO 
the Reader. 


2720 Eraducnture thou wilt maruaileat 
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T4 ner,andput in the fore-frontofthe 


worke, or elſe to be deferred lon- 
ger, vntill the latter Chapters were finiſhed ; For heere 
they ſlandalone,farre diſtantand remote fromall thoſe 
that as yet haue beene expounded. If this be a matter 
worthy reprehenſion lay the fault on mee 3. let the 
Author þefreed from all imputation and blame, who 
hath no hand in this order and proceeding 3- For he 
hath made an explanation of the whole Booke of P « 0+ 
VERBS, andcommitted theſame vnto mine hand 
minding that it ſhould firſt be printed,&this atterwar 
annexed thereunto, with reſolution as foone as mayÞ' 
to finiſh all thoſe Chapters which remaine betweene 
theſcand the Ninth. But vpon reaſons ſuch as ſeemed 
of importance to mee , I made bolde to take another 
courſe,as tobegin with this which he thoughthitteft - | 

A 2 « 4 


The Printer to the Reader. 

- the ſecond place, and then to accompliſh his defirein 
the other, wherevnto he wiſhed the precedencie: ney- 
ther am 1 willing to doe him wrong herein , but fore. * 
figniticd my purpoſe vntohim, and was not gaineſaid .; 

by him,and alſo 1 will as ſooneas I may cauſe the 
exp!anacyo!1 to palle thorow the Prefle, to ſa» 
| tisfie his minde, who doubtleſſe both 
longerh: ang Jaboupeth for thy 
| benetic and profit; 
Far e-well, : 
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JO : rr aregrrangs 
or eee) Eax32 4 
A Summarieof all-rhe Di in 


collefted out of the ſeuerall Perſeraf” 
theſe two Chapters, in 


CHar.r Vers, I. 

DoR. 1.” He Scriptures of God are not onely replenifeed with 
truth, but with profound wiſedome. 

DoR.2, Salomon is the- clelted, [anitiſied , and ——_— 


[aned childe of God, 
Dot, (Godly parents, and vertwous children are marual orna- 


ments one 10 anot | 
Do@,4. Great men are much traced by the fruits of their Piretie, 
and Wiſedone; | | 


VERS, 2. 


PoA.1, 77 maketh much for the commendation of words or 
writings to be efall or profitable. 
Dodt.z2. K wowled 70 1s SY 664+ pl ph a neceſſarie fruit of Gods word 
in the hearts of his [ernants, 
DoR.3. He that will be tudicrous in the ſubſtance of Relizion muſt 
be skilfull in the words and ſenſe of it. 


VERS. 3, 
Do@,x. THe word of God is the onely true rule f all good _ 


ons, 
Do&.2. e Al men owgbt ro labour for —_— Sr well doing. 


VER $8.4, - 


Do. THe $ criptures of God are written as wellfor the benefit 
of the meane aud innorant, as of the great and learned, 


| Do@,z; Men without ſpiritwall wiſedome are ws © heecinobanchil- 
| ew, V E KS 
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* ASummary of the Chapters, 


VERS. 5. 


DoR.r. THe more ſound grace and knowledge any man hath, 


4 the more he will get, | 
DoR.z. Whoſoener will thrixe tn knowledge, muſt be diligent in 


hearing. 


VERS, 7. 
DoR.1. 'THen 4 man is wiſe indeed, when hee is truly reliygt- 


OKs. 

Do&.z. Al ſinfwull perſons are fooles. 

DoR.z3. Wicked men take it a great indignitie to be taught their 
ductie, | 

| VER s. 8, 
DoR.1. THe ſame affeftion ought to be betweene teachers and 
their People,as ts between Parents and their ( hildren. 
Do@.2. The feare of God i to be learned in childhood wnder the 
ouernment of parents. 

DoR.z. It belongeth to both the parents to informe their children 

in godlineſſe and religion. 


VERS, 9. | 
Do&@.1. AJO ornament can ſo much adorne one as Grace will 


VERS, 10, 
DoRA.1. Hen any man beginnethto take good waies, he is liks 
| to be reſiſted by emill counſels. 
DoQ,2- They that be nought themſelues, are alſo readie taper- 
nert others, | 
DeR.3. - 15 good before, temptations ,to reſolue,not to yeeld wnts 
them. 


VERS. 11. 
Dor, THe Lord indgeth of wicked mens waies according 4s 
mg be, and not after the pretences that are IS of 
them. | 

DoQt.2, when crnell men intend moſt miſchiefe , they commonl, 
make leaſt ſhew thereof, .. 7 
Dott.z. None areſo much ſubieft ro wrongs, and iniuries, as they 
that leaſt deſerue them, = 


Do@.4 


A Summary of the Chaptets. 
DoR.q. Hope of ſafetic is one of the principal cauſes. of all 


wickgdneſſe. | 


ul . 


lO) | VERS, 12, 
DoQ.1. J/Ngodly men preſume they ſhall ſpeede well, how lewde * 
ſoener their purpoſes be, | 
VERS, 13, 
DoQ.x.,THe reſpett of gaine is an inducement to much ini- 
— quite. | 


| VERS. I4. - 
Dort.1, THey which are moſt unrighteons ſeeme yet inſt and 
kiberall to (ome. 
— C77 WM 
DoR.z. 4F well the company as the connerſation of the wickgd is 
to be eſchewed, © , 


VERS, 16, Sy. 
Do&.1. JT #« a propertie of the wicked to be ſwift, and preſtto' 
all that is emit. | 
VERS. 17. 


DoR, 1. x Alitions and crafty men apply themſelues as buſily ts 


intrap the 1nnocent ,as fowlers doeto catch Buds, 
DoR. 2, The ſucceſſe of the wicked im their attempt , ſeldome 
anſwerable to your hope. 
| VERs, 18. 
DoR.1. AL hurtfwll perſons doe moff hurt to themſelues. 


VERS. 19. 
Do@.r. SO farre a men be conetors they be alſe cruel. 
Dod.z. The-more wordling s doe thriue 1s their commoditierthe 
worſe their ftate ts, 
| VER $S.20:&21. 
DoA.1, THe perfettion of Gods word is wſed in the publiſing of 
bis word,and miniſterie thereof. 
DoRt.z., The Lord vfeth to deale enidently and ſeriouſly 18 bir' 
L word, and miniſterie, 
| Do&.3, 


PR 


s * Ws. " 
" Im OY 


© - A' Surnmaryof the Chapters. ? 

Do&.3. God hath appointed his Goſpelt to be preacbed, and heark 

As publikely 44 may be, DS - 

DoR.4. Gods miniſters, bywhom Wiledome crieth, ought to doe 
good to mens ſoules m al places, © 1 Ja 


- 


| VERS. 22. 
DoR.t, A Greater ſinne in'ove ts no excuſe of 4 leſe in an-. 
Is other, 
DoR.2 . The longer any man contmucth in b;s ſinue without repen- 
ance, the more the faxilt imerea[eth, | 
DoA.4. Sinne 5 moſt dangerons when ut us lowed aud delighted in, 
Do@.4. They are verier foooles which arp1/e ſpiritual onder- 
ſtanding thanwhich are defitute of naturall capacutre. 


* 


VegRs. 23. 
DoR.1, THe beft counſell that can be ginen,ic $0 perſwade a man 
| to repent of his ſmne,and leaxe it. 
 Do:.2.' Reproofer,and affistiimng are ent of God to belpe wen to- 
| ward /sl:ativn, and make them better. 
Do@,z. 4 rh5maladis of Gods elett are healed by his [auttyſy- 
. mg ſport, 
VERS. 24.and 25. | 
Do@. T Ec more meanes any wan kath- to mabe bim- coed, 
© the preater is his ſane , and danger i be make not vſe 
of them, *. | 
DoQt.z, The greateſt offerice againſt the word of God ws to con- 
termne it, | 


VER $,26,and 27. 
DoCt. 1, COmtemptuers and obſtmate finuers ſhall finde nd fauonr 


of God in their wmiſeries. 


/ 
DoQ.2, Beldneſſe in committing ſrnt will wake the puniſhment 


thereof wery terrible, 


DoQt.3. The deſpiſers of Gods word, are drinen tomake bootleſſe 
prayers u their diftreſſes, | 


| VERS. 371. 
DoR.1. W/Icked men make themſelues miſerable by their owne 


ſrunes, 


VER 86.22, 
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LP V. ERS. 22, | 

Dor. « doth murder them that will wo0 learnt 

| " beware of tt... \. _ 
Dod.z. 2. Gated ham eflate without grace i  pſſng hurtfa 


* Chepter Z, 
| oY ER8.0, © 
DoAr. ME» are noth ug the better for hearing Gods wordyaw- 

leſſe th Ace and entertaine tt. 
Doft.z, They ſhellinuoy the bomefor + benefit of the word which 
 ' ab careful te retdine it, 
VERS. 2., FOR 
Dot. "A _ will attalne to learne we/cdome mull} 
Wh Toth his « eres and bearrrathe r gerting of it. ey 


V.S.A$ei$v) 5; | ; 
| <7 I. FFery pravers to on 4 chiſh adenine moms , 
| TLC an Foreme2y fhiriewed 4 \ pA * | . 

| ' \VER - _ | 
Dos Is Races co y' gotten with great diligence, - 
Doct.2, eat paines is to be takenfor fſpirituall things as 

for a 4 beſt eofhy conmoduies. 
VERS 5 


Do t. DL 1 dove, that faithfully > þe. I ii 10 come IF _ 
[bail cert mw wa «ine if. 
Vers, 6, 
Dott.1 1. GOd himſelfe is the onely effeFinal teacher of bis people, 


\ V.ar's 7.amd 8; 
—_ F Auhfull men have a'better eitate then the world 
knoweth of. 
Do@.z. Godly meen lixe in greateſt ſafetie. 
DoR.z 33, God watcheth as much ener his people to reſcue the 


from ſine, as from any bodily Aengers. 
VERS. 10.and 11, 
DoR.r. THe fruit and yertue of wiſedome FI preſeruation, belon- 


geth torhems thut imbrace t with goed affettion. 
B VERS 


VxEr8s, 12. 
DoR;1, Jr the proper marke of « Prfull min be aciuFoms 
bu my rallied ak awe, 


Varia all uh VERS! 14. 2 moOOGNY n+ Hol 
Do.1. THe more  wilſuly, men "ſigh greater offenders 1 they, are. © 

'VERS. 14. 

Dot, I.  TH9 are of allothe#s the moſt 
WT gTr ohm nee age” | 
GS: 0 ma) 41H» wn 6 
Do. 1, + lout vertue of Gods werd SS I, ya. © 
ys againit the Pune of - 42% 4 h Ty 


DoR.r. THe which MM Mind on | oh ED 
nate Fric/5 As ' oke-fe hg? 8. 
Do. 2, Thewife t to be'ordered by the fat fend gu 's 
1. * dance of her baſbaxd. © f 
 Do@.3, 1t fit for yongpuities to be biitewilt is Marriage with | 
conmenten ferns ſoont 45 they are of ripe yeares. 
Do@t.4. Yufaithfulne ſe ro ones yoke flow, ' alas ye! wit 
* mmpiety apainst God, 1 
"""V'gRr's. 8. 

Doa. I. AU adulrerery line im peril of death and damnation, 
| WIPER 8; \ 6 nth | d L 
Do.1. PEry few adulterers are cured A that = al 4 E 
= IR by A ob 2 
Vzx's. 20. vY .1- 


1. IT much conehinieth them thatwwinld liv child i q 
imitate the examples of the godly.” ; 1.55004 

VER $,21.an0d22, ; 

Do, 1, THe Lord doth yo! 7 he gar mens rewgrd for | th | 


Tndgement 1 to come, 
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Lan EXPOSITIO 
OF THE FIRST - 


CERT of the TROWTDE- 


C Cn APTERT]. 
Verſ.x, The Parables of Salomon, the ſonne of Dauid, | 
ine ”g of eng 


* © 
r » +, 


| N this whole 
Dy = J dd | DIES A Booke, we are tO 
3 ANY I $77 0 conſider firſt the 
A Wk #4 Y title or inſcription, 
\ SS Y being avitwere the 
S head Goncl laid 

Al downein t 
Q ſent vert, iidihe 


Q 
Q 
J 
Sh 
Y 


fine next follow- 
4 ing , and then'the 
t& TraR,or Treatiſe, 
= as the bodic of the 
& ſame, from the be- 
ginning of the ſca- 
W Snth-verſe, tothe 
nd of thelaſt Ln Inthe title, God giueth a ſingular 
nmendation ofthe Booke,firſt, from the (abie& matter,ſc- 
zondly frem the Scribe or Per-tnen(bothwhichare defhiben 
| B z 


SE — 


Mat.13.10, 
' John 16.29% 


M4.12.34+ 


Pſel 49-3-4+ 


4 . | p | | "Hy |} f by | p ATA 
dd 4 4 \ Neri ne meant, \ RH - 
ſpeakef thou tothem in Para and againe, 
heſt plainely ; anal thou peakeft 
rowed ſpeech, ſon, a 
FP 1/4 [1 beſe 4 hings ſake / Ms #0 the tityde-ms Parables , and 


| ſometimesſhort andfuett proverbial ſonterices,full of weight 


and wiſedomr, as when it is ſaid, My mouth ſhall ſpeaks of wiſe- 
dome,and the needitation of mine heart is of knowledge." 1 will in- 
clive mine care to a Parable,and witer my graue matter vpon the 
Harpe. And hecrt now'doth the word beare all theſe ſenſes 
in this place. TheScribe whom God vſed as his Secretary, 


or Pen-man,was Salomon, who is delcribed by his parentage, 


as being Dawid his ſonne, and by his dignitic, that hee was a 
King, whoſe honourable eftate is illuſtrated by his glorious 
dominion or ſubie&s, 1/raef, the pebple of the Lord, whom 
he had choſen to be his portion , and the let of his inheri- 
tance, and that whilcſt they werein their perfc ion of beau+ 
tie, both for Church and Common-wealth , making but one 
and the ſame entyre and vndcuided body , not yer diſmem- 
bred, nor;rent a:ſunder- one Tribe from another , as after- 
wardathey were in the ſucceeding ages. | 

11T he Parables, cc. The Scriptures of God are not onely* 
repleniſhed with truth, but with profound wiſedome, = 

. Ti fo] many Iemmes and Iewels bee to be fgund in this 


 Booke, which is avit were, but one casket of the hol y writin 


what a multitude,& maſſe of richesarc laid vprogether inthe 
whole volume of the Bible, which is the Lords full treaſurie ? 
They which have bin writers of ſome parts, hauc bin almoſt 
aſtoniſhed at, andraviſhed with the emincncy of other parts, 
before many of the divine, and morcthenhei 2 Sor 
wg rs phecics © rs : as the Pſalmilt profe(ſerh'to the 
ord , laying + Thy teftimonies are wonderfull, therefore doth 
Soule keepe them. The entrance into thy words fſheweth light,&e. 
TheApolile Privr tellificth, rhe wordsthatia the writings) 
> Ui. | ; 


— 


v3... - 
«+4 : ® 


RB 8.7 by”. 
ophrts to-be both-/lev-inregedoof the veritie, and 
phe that flineth-tor« darke plate,in es apo b Peng 
exce{lency thereof,: And \Saiht> Rani comm elaw - 
for the glery which ithad;bureſpeciallythe Golpellto beex- 
ceeding glorious. - For reaſons-wee- will confine our (clues. tg 2 Cor.3, 
the booke: in hand ,. and adde: but little to the arguments 
wherewith the holy. Ghaſt adorneth this Scripture... .,.. 

_ - -Firſtrhen,the niateer;y and+(uch as i8-not without decent Rec/ds.r, 
forme, and vpon'due'cauſe z doth inthe forefront and cate- | 
rance , winnepraiſe and commendation tothe whole worke, 

Ie containeth no we erivial ng Wag Sl 4- 

rables,eleR ſentences, (for taith,rmanpersyellats, and gouern- 

mcnt;anwell domeſtical!, as poblie) the eioy (6-4 dchicfe, r King.4.z 2. 

and vety'quinteſſence of three thouſand, wherept.eucry ane = 

proceeded from rare wiſedomeand igdgement,, .... .-...... | 
Secondly , the inſtruments whom God direRed to indices 2. 

this booke and others, are much to be reſpecied;as principall 

men, ue Salomon, Moſes, Danid, Haas, Daniel ,, Paul, Peter, 

Tamer, ohn, and thereſt, What Ariforle-? what Plato ? what 

Socrates ? what Booke-reader,or Booke-writcrzin any Nation 1 K24.4.29.30 

hath bin found to be matchable with them 2 Heare what the h 

Lord himlclfe doth teſtifie of ghis our. Se/apen ; God gaus bims 

w:/dome,c- mnder flanding rxeeding mc randgrlar ge heart enen 

as the ſand that ts on the; Sea ſhore, His wiſdome. excelled the wiſ= 

dome of ail the children of the Eaſt ,and all the wiſdowe of Egipt : 

For he was wiſer than any man. 1t it be ſaid, that though he was 

the wiſcſt then, yer afterwards: amongithe Gracdans, or Ro- 

mancs, Others might-{urmount him , {ct that. be .remembred 

which God did promile vnto him. Loel haxe ginen thee g wiſe, 

and onger ſtanding heart, ſothat there hath bm none like onto thee \ King, 12, 

before thee megther after thee ſpall ariſe the like mto thee,Nowall 

this confirmeth the point which we intreat Of,chet fxam ſuch 

mens pens ix tobe expected both verity of, matter,and depth 

of ynderftanding,and that expreſſed man elegant. manner, 

though carnallatfeAation be condemned bythe Apoſtle, For 

| whoean ſpcake more to this purpolethan Sa/omen himſelte, x Cer.2: 1. 
of whom, [and ef. whole workes owes are now Seonfing | 

em 41 | 3 - 


hy L "Paomwensd "df Clo 


Le. 12.9.20, . Three 0 >on: u 5/vre ; the wrote at ednge 
" | rhe prople edthem toheare; and feat ched forth 
a parable Ecole ht ant plenfrot vroras, 

and an" Upright wrriog, dnoatdenatalrin cuth. '$ach writers 

hath the Lord vſcd forthe benefit. of his people, & ſo hathrhe 
honoured'the ſacred volumes of his Scriptures : and yet are 

they dignified with greater credit,cuthority;and wildom,than 

cither Salomon, Danidl,or Daxiell,or any other creature in hea» 

uen or carth is able toyeeldvntochem:For though men have 

beene agents in themyyet the infinite,and only wile Gog isthe 
author of them. No prophecie mthe Scripture, ( laith S. Peter) 

ts of any prinarr motion : For the prophecy in old time cange not 6 

4, * the will of mann ; but holy men of Gold [bake as they wire moued b 
2 Pe1.1.20.21. the holy Ghoſt": ! And-baite Paxt accotdethrwith him fully, and 
2 748.3.16, _— the ſame,though more briefely: The whole Scripture 
by inſpiration from God. 

"Thirdly, the fruie and good cffetr of thisbookein the ſen« 
rence next following ſpe ified, and the ſame of others, de» 
clare that they are richly furniſhed with wiſedome : For how 

.* couldthey otherwiſe mak ſo many wiſe ? How could they 
continually giue knowledge to the moſt ignorant, and in- 
creaſe knowledge inthemoſtlearned,if there were not ouds, 
and flowing ſtreames of admirable knowledge i in them For 
drie ditches vſe not to ſend forth rivers of waters, 

Which ſerueth for the'reproofe of many curious heads, 

which cannot away with ithe ſimplicity , and plainneſſe of 
the word : it is toylelome'and tedious to them to beſtow 
chcir time in reading,or hearing of that which is ſo./homely, 
ſo rude,and ruſticall (for no better doe they efteeme of Gods 
heavenly Oracles. ) And what cauſcchthis diftaſtefulneſle ? 
Why doe they reliſhthe bread of lifeno better 2 They inde 
no matfgr able to ſati;He their fine wits , nor'elocution fietip 

_ their nicezand dainty cares. Such rare gifes as they have,mu 
be anſwered vithyſvtable learning, & exquiliteskil,and iudge- 
a _ wot of Danid are too ſhallowfor 
yeur reach, and profound capacity z Pexls writings be 
el hare warteg'r0 conten your mindes zand —— 

yinge 


ccede fitum wie- 
Nggrace and vnder- 
God, which gredeliue- 44 
red) Ban ptabedche ln Gon wich gr ce ES. 
For who buts foole ould himſclf wiſer than Saloon ? 


Therefore you levth Jus? ulg Onions; and Garlicke, 
and Leckey,dehtter foltyou: apehegt food, You mighe 
know (proudipentyF pride did nat depiiue yoo.of knowledge, 
that the chxth Prophew Apoſtles \þ4ke,niedome,andwrote will. = 
para op ge ha ny 2 vs huh rhe Piledevis: of . 
this world: Godin anſtery, even-bid wiſe- 
doma, wingh pelo aan yi hoe Shins 7 For the, natural man 
vnderfandeth wottbe ring ls \ G84. Who, (ceth noe 
in theleperſon8, an £xoca ble carciclneſle of holy things; (6 
belelurevilifie that which ih all the world io che molt, wary 
thy ,and precious ?Neyther yet jþ,thieall that divers arctobe * 
charghbiichechough rmorethat.cucr they can avoid; butin 
this they-how ai greatercontempt, chat they forlake Salevrony + 
 parables,and Cheilt his 'Gods awne divine coun- 
—_—_ cleaueto Iac profane, doggiſh,' and.diuel- 
perm gre yr meditate of and de- 


lh politiques, 
lightin,and daily practi whenhey cal aveyche Bible and 


conterneits!! ion bers 

Of Salomen,o+c.) Somewbar muſl be fooken, of the writer 
heere mentioned, $4/omon,befote we come tothe next poine, 
fcceing ie picaſerh << Lordev honour his name, by prefixing 
i to thedegingiog' of this.Sacred Bopke, thatit doth appeare 
both by chis: _— and the reſt: of his writings canonizcd 
for: the perperua}l yſc-of the Church; that he iseleted;lans © Hz, 
ified; and (aucd (Howſoeurr divers without duc caulg hauc 
calledhis Gare in veſtionYforthe holy Ghol} by Saint Peer, 2 Pe1.1.2, 
doth witneſle of cle ts, arid writers..of the Seripturce, 
thatthey were boly God., And as for Salome, more pers 
ticular teſtimonies arc giuen of him, and luch as make ment; . 


ſeftehe porpoſe of God for his (aluation.. Before hee was =", 
bornethe Lord prafcilech his goodneile towards him x Fes h 


he would'«doptHiingfer Weowne childe, and'(nothightant. = 


dingalttherranſgrdffiongwhich heſhovld commit Jolie 
woutdeontinuefaithfuli}atid gratiow ynto him. 


\ Sam. 7, 14. "Pather (Rite) itt be fall Ge fon's\anttif he rn F008 
ett: 714 fi binropith 16s yod if en, (Ge my mercy flnll ubs deiart ivay 
from him Afterwards athivbirth he dechafedrhe conſtimcyof 
his free, & vnd-ſerned Findriefſe which he bare vnto him bs. 
fore hewss, or hid dahegoot or eofſht ahd ewife.in ont place 
doth. eeltifie=rhat, h&toued Him yang therefore ſen the 
Prophet Natha#to appointthat he ſhould be named /rdidiieh, 
8nd who knowerh' notthat the loue” of rhe" Bord=iFreernall, = 
'and never ſubieRt twany mutation'?* And K'is confirmed _ ©: 
in Salomon by good effcAyzof whom it-is faidyorhar be #ined 
rhe Lord , walking in the ordinate of Dania 4ndced he fell 
fearefully,and char into [dofatry'; but bt arofe againe by re- 
pentance; the avtheriticke records whereof hang arthis/day; * 
ad ſhall doe ro the end of the wortd-ypon the'files 'axayell 2 
the Booke:Becleſiaſttr', which ſheweth how that thisddulgrwns © 
- gartiered fntoche'boſomeafthe Ohurtts apyine 3: oehde fly | 
 _ _ ingliithe Booke of Chronicles They made Rthoboam the 
» Cbros,11.17. (auneof Salomonwightythree yerrertong\ Forthree geeres 
| theywalked mthe wajesof Dauidjand Salomon. .Oup of which - 
wo may collethat when his ſonve catiio x the Crowne he” 
1 found.Idolatry demoliſhed and religion,eftabliſhed>av'ie had 
'E beene formerly inthe dayes of Dawid,' 1 nin 7 W 
Uſe.t. _ Nowalbeitthis pdint be perfonal,touchingoneman particu- 
| larly, & neither raiſed, nor proſecuted,in ſuch manner 8s other 
doQrines, yet inayit lerue for more genetsl vic, ar'to beanat- 
monition to'all,cuen of beſt gifts, and graces,eo rake heed to 
chemſclues that they loſe not their (Nanding, Selemes (as the 
ſeucraſtexts quoted doe beare him witnelſt )had good proofe 
&experienceof Godsfauor,of Gods blefſings;of Gods Spitit, 
and yer*he declined from the louc'of God, 'fron) cireway of 
God,andFrom the worſhip of God,& progoked God rathrea-' 
teh Him;&to bring judgements vpon hispoſteriry: and there- 
fore if he {lipt and ſtumbled fo dangerouſly, lernomanbee 
remitſeto looke wellto his footing, Wiltthou {ay thy wiſe! 
| dome 
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dome ſhall ſupport thee, and: hold thee yp? So it will if ie 
Icane conſtantly on the wiſedome of God, for his direQion, 
otherwiſe remember that Sa/omen,who fell ſo grieuauſly, had 
beene allo wiſe, and therein inchat relpeRt thy better. Wile - 
thou lay my cle&ion is conkrmedto mee, I amchoſen, and 
called, and bclaucd of ghe Lord,' and therefore inno perill 
of (waruing? 1t is true, that by the verrue of cleRion, vocati- 
'X on, and encrlafting loue of God, thoudhalt be cſtabbſked, if 
thou wilt goc out of thy.ſelfe, andin godly ftare depend vp» 
on him , otherwiſe conlider that Salomon had all theiprero» 
gatiues ratificd ynto him perſonally, and by name,and yer di- 
ucrted, and went farrc away. ve. 
© There is a worthy laying of Nehemiah for this purpoſe ; 
though in a particular calc, reprowng them that had married 
Idolatrous wiues ; D5d mot Salomon King of 1fract fame by theſe Nebem.1 3.26: 
things, yet among many nations there was none like unto him ? Far 
be was beloned of his God , and God made him King oxcr 1ſract : 
yet flrange women wade him to fone. | 
By this likewiſe we may be induced to modergtionof cen» 7/7e2, 
ure towards our brethren, which have bcenewont to walke ' 
bo che right pathes of cruth ang picty-y though they ſhould 
aile ſometimes in faithfull proceeding therceig., nay:choughi 
tan ſhould ſurpriſe them, chough the world; orcheir awne 
orruptions ſhould draw thera $0- finfull courles , and holde 
them faſt in che ſame for a ſcaſan,. wee may, and-muſt con- 
Jemne their ſinnes, and inſtabilitiez we oughty andby ductic 
re bound to reprooue and admoniſh them of their faulrs,ac- 
Oraing 48 Our re | Op occalioneth; 
dut depraue we former [Ae of Gods holy ſpicit;, as 
ough chereneuer had been any vprighencile in themy ney- 
her paſle ſentence concrine their future. condition , as 
ough their [aluation were departed from them-+; For ſo 
houldeſt thou inrigour putfuc thoſe , whom Godin thercie 
ath ſpared: ſo ſhould Sa/onon , 4a, andother godly men; 
/hom the Lord in his throne hath acquitted, be hr co 
y barre to be condemned : ſo maiſtthow make thine owne 
aycs a3 ſlippery as thcirs were, and falling;fhould find many 
| C as 
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a8 teddy toriedgeiher av rhon Yoeſt them,” and few to ſhey 
compallivn 6nthee;-a8 rhow thewelt none to others, And 
therefare that equal} precepr?," and prodent Counſlell of the 3 
_ Apoltict: Brethren jf any man'by o0taſon'be fallen into any fault, 
gee which are ſpiritall, reſtore (uch x one with the iro of meck- | 
neſſe., confidert "Thy\Hfes left" thok Wfo Be renipten. "e's nf 2 
i1:The Sonntof Daxid,G# Godly parents and vertuous chil 7 
drctraremutualſornartetirs onero another. Whenithou rea- 2 
deft that; Sa/owok bad fuch #father, thou maiclt boldly con. 7 
cludethat he was honorably deſcended 7 and when thou rea» 7 
deſtthatDamid had ice One eOideſ ealily Conceive, 
that he was happy in that his ſeede'sndfuccetſour, A good 7 
roote maketh the branches-to flautiſh,by vertue of the live- © 
ly ſappe thar'it ſendeth'yptraid flouriſhing branches winne © 
. praiſe tothe rooge , for the pleaſant fruit which they bring A 
forth. (bildrens children art the crowne of the Elders, and the © 
glory of children are their Fathers.” e Abraham, Iſaach, and 14. | 
cob, arc (0 renowmed by their relation each roother, in a're- © 
ciprocall-mannerfor parentage, and progenie, that wee ſel. 
dome make mention” of one without the remembrance of 
them all: ' 7oſeph ws theEioy and Tewell of Jacob , and Taceh © 
brought honour, and eredit to'7o/oph, as well by His grauity => 
and wiſedome ih the preſence of Pharas, at his firfk comming 8 
into Egypt, 'as' by his Javdable behaviour at all times afters © 
wards among the*Egyptians; astheir dofefull Jamentation at © 
bis Funerall declared. -Fob# the Baprif7/ fither and mother © 
haue reſtimonic t9be both of thens inſt before God,and to walke 
in allthe commandemenits,and ordinances of the Lord;with= 6 
out reproofe,which thelpirit of God doth | urpoſely record, © 
eo illuſtrate his perſon, and mitiiſtery, by thee holy conuer- 7 
lation, and to- celebrate their names, and m<morics by his. © 
ſbjning graces]! #102) £5944 75% 37948 1100%4160 HOT 1 4 
 Fitſt, chis is true, right, "and Proper nobility for a godly, | 
oft{pring to fucceedercligious progenitours : For that is a © 
race of Princes, and linage of Kings: eucry good man isof_ 
the beſt family,and Gods childe,and euery childe of God pat-. © 
takethof Chriſt his royall dignity. 
Secondly, 


eres Provars s. _<G 


| Secondlys:the goodneſs of Goto the childe prepared 
him ſucha AT Ir mes made _ ſo vile; fairhfull, 
and, pfolperous jn:hisgoucrnment j and hig:mercy ty the 
parent gaue him ſuch a gracious childe, andimatihiniſy 
ceachable,traftable, and obſequious to hisUitoiphnez'4 7 
| Forvyie (ee Chap.10. we/.r. touching thebenet of _ 
children 4and Chip.17.6.concerningthe honor arilingtrotn 
godly.parents,\nt ! »* 2400 MDT 
King of 1{racl, &-c;(Great' men are much graced by the 
fruits of their picty and wiledome. Y: 144.5.958 UG ASOR) 
3 Salomons crowne was the brighter and more magnificent, 
X in bis ownc time (his name was famous in all places) by his 
prudent and righecous afts, and-layings : and"ir ill retay= 
neth che honour # his title of King of Iſrael is magnified, and 
much adorned: by the recitall, and mention-of theſe Para- 
bles , and thoſe other Bookes of Eccleſiaſtes, and Canticles, 
His facher perſwading him (being but young) vnto ſuch ho. 
nourable ſeruices; did alfo fore-tcll him of ſuch promotions, 
Exaltwiſedome (which iv done, not by ſpeculation, butby 
praiſe) avd re ſhall exalt thee *:' ſor ſhall bring thee to honouy, 
if thou embrace her:She,yca, ſhe ſhall giue thee a crowne of glory. 
= |t isrobe obſerued, that Princes of the ſame place, but yet 
EX not walking in the ſane ſteps, haue nor all attayned to'the 
| ſame cminenciezand eftiination; Achas the wicked father was 
King of Iudah, bcfore Hezeksah the godly ſonne, bat yet 
baſe, and deſpiſcd, whereas his ſonnewas glorious , and re- 
nowmed. And is there any proportion betweene the me- 
moriall of Saw, and Daxid, though Sa#t raigned ouerall If 
racl as well as Dawd? | | 
Fir, anRiry, well-doing; and goodneſle,iseſtimable with Rea/ors. 1. 
God: the Lord reſpeReth thoſe that are ſeruiceable to him, 
and his Church 2: but he nothing regardeth ſuch as have no- 
thing elſeto decke them bar ſuperiority, and dignity. 
Secondly, wiſedome, godlinelle, mercy, and iadgement, 
allure mens hearts tolike-of them beſt in'whom they ſhine 
molt: and howſoeucr others that are vicious may hauc bare 
heads, or bended knees preſented vnto them, with a 
Cz cs, 
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ticles, and formall complements, yet they are not truly reus. © 
renced: the hearts of all doe cenſure them,and fo would the * 
tongues alſuok.molt, if by fcarc,and other like reſpeRts,they 
were notlilenced. >: ae 4 1-5104 
Thirdly,the records and fame of piety and righteouſneſſe ©: 
remaine aliue, when the bodics of the righteous and godly, A 
are dead and buried: ſucceeding ages ſhall retayne the mo» I 
numents,and enioy the benefit thereof. DaxidePlalmes were 
notencloſed in Dawids Sepulchre : nor the remembrance of © 
Tofias his zcale in redreſſing things amitle, was intombed with ©? 
Joſias when hec.was interred, Whereas the pompe, and po» 
tencie of men in great placez and of no vertues doth periſh 
with their breath, and conſume before their bodics, that on» | 
ly which tarrieth behindethery, is the tracke andreſtification © 
of their wicked wayes , for their perpetuall ſhame , and ig- 
nominie. 43-1 | 4 
' Inſiru&tion for all noble men, and perſonages of high de- ? 
gree to. imitate Salomon , and follow him in his laudable © 
pathes, and fore-(teps of doing, ſpeaking, or writing of ſuch Y 
things asare worthy of their names or places. Hee ſpent not © 
the dayes of his peace idlely; or euilly, but as hee guided his 
kingdome and houſhold admirably well in all chings, fohe 
gaue himſeclfc to much private ſtudy, both of Diuinitie and © 
Philofophic: For oucr and belides theſe three Bovukes of ca- F. 
ponicall Scripture, reſeruedfos the Church for cuer, hee left © 
alſo the fruits of his labour in the cuſtody of man, among > 
their ciuill records for future ages then next enſuing. Oh, 
that ours then , by his cxawple ( they eſpecially ypon 
whom many depend) would give ſome teſtimonie of their \ 
knowledge, that they are acquainted with the wayes of God 
of their religion, that they are well ſeaſoned with chefeare of © 
the Lord : of their goadnelle , that their travailes bero be- | 
ncfit thole of their owne times, to leaue inftruRionefor the © 
vic of poſterity. J 


Confuration of that ordiriary , and too often vrged ſhift; 

they have no lealure for (uch exerciſes, the muſtitude, and £ 

mu'tipliciry of their affaires permit therh' nor ro beſtowe | 
S.-27 them- 
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themſelues in that faſhion. But haue you more imploymeng 

then had Sa/owen ? Is your bulineile greater or more waigh- 

tic than his was? He had a Kingdome to gouerne, cucnthat 

ample , and honourable kingdome of liracl}, the vilible 

Church of God, whereof = rr b the Lord himlſelfe, 

faying , Thy/eruant i nm the niddeſs of i ple , which thou 1 Kine.,.s 
_—__ eas people which camnor Rats $66ga/ os "OM 
for mudtztude : who us able to wage this mighty people ? He had 

alſo many Prouinces to rule, and retayne in lubieGtion, as 

Meab, «Ammon, Edomy, Paleitine, and others. He had great - 

| buildings in hand, for many yeeres , as the Temple of the 

2X Lord, the faireſt cdifice in all theworld, It was nce a ſmall 

XZ matter to maintaine ſeauen-ſcore, or ceight-icore thouland 
men at worke daily for ſcaucn yeercs rogether , belides the 
worke of the minde, and thoughts occupicd about the plor, 
contriuall, and furniture of ſuch a building, with all necetlary 
appurtenances belonging vnto it. And have you more todo 

| than Dawid had, who iudged ſo many Tribes, and fought ſo 
many battailes for the defence of his Subics , and van« 
quiſhing of his enemies ? and yet hee relcrued (ealons for 

| prayer, thanks giving, medication, reading, writing; and all 

"XX good duties, [oſbnab (notwithſtanding his heauie burden of 

*X governing, and warring) was commanded by the Lord, thae- 

F that Booke of the law ſhould not depart ont of bis month , but 
to meditate in it day and night. And the King is required in 
Deutroxomy , to reade therein all the dayes of his life, And 

| who are you that bemore full of bulinetle than they were? 
Certaine it is, you are more .bukic then well occupicd, .. 

Reprook: of that nicenelle, and pride, wherewich fo many 
arelo (irangely pollefled,whichthinkeit a vexation. ofminde 
to weare out their wits, with this kindeof [tudics, and repute 
it a diſparagement 40/thcir dignitiey, [pgnd their been 
about ſuch diſcour(cs; when the reading of laſciuious Bookes: 
is deletable,when oathes,and all kinde of exccrable ſpeeches 
ſceme gracefullvato them, But curſed creatures they are,. 
which diſdayne to. performe, honourable [eruice to: their, 
Creator, delighting rather to be miſerable bond-men, mn 

| & 3 | 
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i, PhoverRrsBs. i . Chap, 
the vileſt. drudgerie of the Diucll his enemie, ''They- forgee 
thatthey oweas much homageto the chiefe Lord of heauen, 
as the baſeſt peaſane: his ſoueraigntie is as high ouer Empe. 
 rours;ſitting in their Thrones, as the pooreſt capriues, grind- 
| ing at the Milne, They forget that their preheminences 
+ aboue others in dignity, parentage, plenty, or the like, oughe 
tobe motiues to greater ſcruiceableneſſe , and nor cauſes of 


exemption from Chriſtian ſeruices: For the greater wages 
they receive , themore workethey ſhould doe : the berres 


tenements they hold, the larger rents chcy ſhould pay: and | Y 


the higher they are exalted by him, the deepelier they are 
indebted to him, Thoſe which honour him ſhall receive 
encreaſe of honour from him. There is none (o excellent, 
buthe can make hirt yet more eminent, and (tronglier efta- 
bliſh hinj, whereas on the contrary ſide fortheir impiety,and 
contumacie, hee will caſt downe flat to the ground luch as 
ſeemeto ſtand vp in the height and(trength of mountaines, 
See Chap.16.verſe 12, 


Verſe 2. To know wiſedome and inftrutthion , to underitand 
the words of knowledge. 


Erebeginneth — partof theinſcription, wherein © 
a = 


is contayned the nd end of this Booke,which is 

Firſt,generall,ſuch as iscommon to all, ver.2.3. 
Two-fold: 4 Secondly , ſpeciall; ſuch as concerneth ſome 
kindes of men. ver.,4.5.6, = 
The generall vc is partly forthe minde and vnderſtand- . 
ing, as inthis verſe, partly forthe praiſe, and wdyes, as will © 

appeare in the next, Our Text ſaith, that it was written to' 
incite and rezch men to know Wiſedewe, to attaine vnto, and 
proceede in the knowledge of things that may makea man 
wiſe to ſaluation : and Inir»#ior, to wit,themeanes whereby® © 
that wiſedome isto be obtayned , as doQrine , exhortation, © 
reprehenſion, &c. andto wnderiiand the words of knowledge, 
thoſe ſayings , and ſentencegwherein knowledge and mite 

dome is delivered, AS | 


Fl 


It | 


Verſ:t. Prove RBS.;. us *© 
It. maketh much for the commendation of words;orwri- 
tings co-be victull, and profituble,7 1 5 0100 hh 9 
| Therefore would the holy Ghoſt hauerhis:Booketo be 
eſteeined; and embraced of all forts, becaulc albfocrs may 
beinftructed by it : it will enlighten their vnderſiandings, ar 

wiltworke vpon their affections; it will direft;and.order their - 

behaviour. And it is fpokenin the praiſe of allthe Sorrperres, 
nor-onelythat they are ginen by mſpiration.of Ged, but ;bealfo 
able ro teach, roimproue, to corre(?, and to inſtrutt-in right. 
| reouſneſſe, that the man of God may be abſolute , bemg made per. 
fett-oms all good worker, "And diuersot the Plalmes of Diu, 
| hauethe vices of them- prefixed” beforethenvincheirtitlesas 
| tO gine inftratlion, Pla), 19.1 Pſalme of praiſe; Plal:100% 
P/alme for remembrance, &-c, On the contrary fide, the Lord 


himſelte by this our Salomon , doth condemne vnprofitable 
Treatiſes, which ſerue not to make their Readers the better, 


and admoniſheth thoſe 'that will hearken.to- him; to beware 
of them : For there is none end in reading muny booker, and 
much reading is a wearineſſe to the fleſh. And as foriſpeeches; 


the compariſons whereby the ſpirir of God doth grace the 
mouthes, andtongues of godly men, doe give acleare tefti- 
monie, that hee reſpeReth thenyfor the good which they 
| do,and thecommodity that commeth by them 2 as thetongue Pro,10.11,20. 
of the inſt max is as fined filutr: the month of therighteour will be 3", 


franfull in wiſedome. | 
Firſt, all things are regardedof all wife men more or letley Reaſons.s, 

| according tothe vicofthat may be madeofichemzand chebes <5 of" 

nefie which they will yeeld, As ſome trees are well fenced;and: 

tendetly nouriſhed, others cut downe: with the Axe,or digged 
| vp byche rootes::-lome beaſts are for euery Chap-mansmo- 

ney , and no price too deare that is demaunded for:them': 

others are reiected as refuſes, and will bringithe ownersino) 

money in the Market: ſomegroundsare farmed ourarbigh! 

rates, men are deſirous of chem, though theirrents, orin- 

comes grow great, others are neglefted, and little fer by;/ 

ſcarce any Tenanr will giue ought for them/ And whatmo= 


ueth men to ſeeme ſo partial. in their choiſe?- to put ſuch s- 
difference 
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difference betweene one thing andanother? the different vs. 
' luc, and worth of the things, becauſe the one is farre more 
commodious chan the other. _ * ; 

. Secondly, the tongue thar is exerciſed in ſpeaking fruit- 
fully, and the hand that isapplicd to write vicfully, doe mas 
'nifeſt an heart that is ſtored with loue , and other graces: - 
ef goed wan ont of the treaſure of his heart bringeth forth good 

es ; and an euil! man out of the treaſure of his heart bringeth 
bo exil things : For ot of the abundance of the beart the 
month is; 
| Thirdly, when men publiſh, or verer ſuch points as may 

vtter inſtruction to the Readers, or hearers, they ſhew forth 
their ownevnderſtanding, and knowledge, though without 
oltentation or purpoſe of boaſting. The more wiſe Eccleſaaſftes 
was, the more he tanght the knowledge, and cauſedthem to . 
and ca many parables, METS 
nſlruRion toall,whcther Miniſters,or people,in Church, 
vr Common-wealth, to bend their ludics, and endeauourss 
to dire their crongucs, and talke to the moſt vſe they. can: 
His labours and ſpeeches are worthy of the greateſt prailes 
which worke belt cffcs, and bring greateſt profit, $, Pavl 
his precept ig;that nothing ſhould come out of our mouthes, 
but chat which is good tocdifie, thatit may miniſter grace to, 
the hearers. And thereforc that Our communication bs al. 
waies grations, and powdred with ſalt, Let men conſider, that 
when they make a ſpeech} they ſhould make a feaſt tothem 
that be preſcntto heare it (as the Proxerbs(aith) The lippes of 
the righteous doe feede many. And when they write a Booke, 
they profciſeto keepe open houſe toallcommers, that any 
where will reade it: How vndecent a thing then it is to. call 
their hungry guelts vnto empeytables , orilludethem with 
the ſhew of diſhes without meate, whercas they expeR plen- 
tifully to be ſufficed with daincics? 0 


But this exhortation may be extended yet farther , and 
reach as well to the cares to teachthem where-vnto.they 
ſhould liften, as vntothe mouth, to cell it whatit ſhould lay- 
If infeftious words, or yanity muſt not be ſpoken, or pes 8: 

| nci 


er(. PROVERBS, 15 
1cither muſt they be heard, or reade: whatſoever one cane 
vt deliver without ſinne , another ſhall hardly entertaine 
ith ſafety. That which i vnſanonrie((aith [ob) ſhall it be eaten 
thout (alt ? or 15 there any taft inthe white of an Egge ? Heare 
words (ſaith £l:hw) yee wiſe men, and hearken to me, yee that 
vnderitanding : fer the care trieth words , as the month t4- 
ferb meeate, | 
Reproofe of Miniſters, and priuate perſons that ſtudie 
zard, and take great paines inreading,or hearing,buttolittle 
Dr no profit for themlclues, or their brethren. Some giue 
*ZK<cdc co fables, or gencalogics, without end, breeding que- 
"Mons rather than godly edifying : ſome filling the world 
ZFich Bookes, and Sermons, vtterly barren of all matter,that 
nay cither (ſhew ſanity, or ltirrevpany to it, or leadethem 
n it ; ſome peruerting the mindes of them that come within 
he (mell of their breath, and poyſoning the hearts 'of thoſe 
hat beſtow reading of their Bookes 3 andin this ranke are 
ae Browniſts , and eſpecially the Popiſh , and trayterous 
Pcieſts, and leſuites, 
To know, 6.) Knowledge is the firſt, and aneceſſary fruit 
ff Gods word inthe hearts of his ſeruants, Many other ver- 
es are wrought by it, in them that ſhall be ſaued by ir, bue 
One without this, nor before this : this is alwaies one effeRt 
f it, wherelocuer it is ordaynedeo take any cffeythatis the 
deit daughter of the Goſpell, and mother of all other good 
races. Sorunneth the promiſe of the Lord by Jeremiah : 
ey ſhall know me frons the leaft of them tothe greateſt of thems, 
Such is the profeſiion of the Faithfull pegple by Hoſes : Then 
bull we hae knowledge, and endeauonr to know the Lord, And 
is Rs > is made in the name of all the faith- 
all by Saint John : He know that the Sonne of God is conve, and 
ah ninen vs 4 minde to kyow hins, See Chap.9.10. 
To vnderitand the words of knowledge, &c.) He that will be 
zdicious in the ſubſtance of wiſcdome,muſt be skilfull to ap- 
chead the words, and ſence of it. | 
[t isexpedient,that when we ſhall heare fruitfull Preachers; 
be able to conceiuc of their DoQrine delivered in their 
| D publike 


Matth, I 3o2Z, 


Matth,1 3.14. 
16, 


Reaſors 1. 
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publicke Sermons, and as oft as we ſhall converſe with faith. | 


tull people, that we diſcerne of their wholcſome ſayings, vt- | 

tered in their priuate conferences, It is ſpoken in the praiſe 7 
of them that recceiue the ſeed in good ground, that they heare ©: 
the word, and wnderitand it, The wretched eltate of the ob- 7 
ſinate hard-hcarted hypocrites, is aggrauated by this, thatin 


hearing they ſhould heare and not vnderſtand, ang inſeeing. $ | 
they ſhuuld ſee, and not perceiuc : and the happy condition 2 


of his diſciples extolled by this ,*that they had their cares 
bleſſed in hcaring, and their cycs bleſſed in ſeeing. -" 
The vrility and profit thereof, is manifold, and great: It 


 ftrengtheneththe memory to contayne what it receiueth tit * 
quickneth the affetions with lmcly motions : it perſwadeth 2: 


the heart to giue credit, and yeeld obedience: the tongueis © 
inabled by it, to teſtifie truely with approbation, or improbs- 
tion, as the caſe requirerh. : 0208 
Secondly, many dangerous euils proceede from the con» 
trary : when men diſcerne not the ſenſe of the word, they ne ©: 
ver enioy the fruit, and vertye,ofit., they arcſubieR to er- "7 
rours, and raſh ecnluring, as to condemne the beſt,and com- 
mendthe worſt, to call light darknelle, and darkneſle light. 
What cauſcth fo many inueQtives , and clamours again 


. . comfortable dodtrines, and neceſſary inftruions ? Igno- 


2 Pet-2.12, 


Joh, 6-60, 


h Ib. 3.4. 


rance miſconſtruing themeaning thereof, according to that 
which $. Peter ſaith , They fpeake enil of thoſe things which they © 

know net. This is an hayd/aying, (crie they out vpon our Sa | 
viour, when he ſpake mol gratiouſly) Phocer heare it ? Even > 
Nicogemws , though a man not immodeſt , but ignorant, ©. 
thoughe he might iuſtly take exception againſt the pofition 


, of Chrilt, aftirming, Except a man be borne apame, bee © 


any ord, 2a How can nin, (ſanch hee) be | 
orne which # olde?! can ywero <1, | me, | 
Ju Ep enter mro bis mothers worwbe againe 
And as the truth not 'vnderſtood is de ' and tradu- : 
ced., (0 is it alſo many times abuſed to jvſtifie that which it © 
refuterh, to allow of that which it conderneth , andto pri» | 
ell: F 
y 


— Riſethat which it forbiddeth, as the Apoſtle witn 


; . 
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Pauls Epiitler are ſome things hard to be nderſiood ; which x P«t.4.16. 


ey that are wnftable, and walcarned peruert , ai they doe alſo 
her Scriptures to their owne deftruttion. 

Confatation of the Papiſts,whole praftife, profefſion,and 
on(ticutions, are all oppolite ro the inns) of Salomoy, 
he wiſedome of God,and theſaluation of mens ſoules : For 

ey lockevp the Scriptures ina ſtrange language, they per- 
mit them not to be truly tranſlated into knowne tongues, 
hey forbidthe people vpon penaltics,to reade thera mn thzir 
native ſpeech , that they ſhould not vnderftand fo much as 
he ſignification of the words : and fo they reſiſt the holy 
"TP hoft , by prohibiting , and puniſhing that avan hainous 
"*Fime, which hee commandeth as « needfull durie. A man 
Wight thinke that they fer light by Salomon, and Nlomacked 
.Paal,, as though they purpoſely addited themſclues to 

wart him. both by Ductrine, and deede. Hee had rather 

« fine word: ſpoken in the Church , with the nderffanding, 

infiruit ethers , than tonne thouſand in a ftrange lanyuape. 
ad they had rather have fifty thouſand babledin a Ga 
pngue, to fillmens cares withy wihdes than frue, or any that 
night enforme mens mindes for edification. And othets al- 
> chough nor fo bad as Papifts, might here be taxed, which 
ming to ſpeake nothing but Engliſh among Engliſh peo- 
le, doe yet ſo fold vp, and not lay open their matter, in vn- 
outh, obſcure, and difficult termes, and rttanner, tharit is 
lmoſt all one, as if they preached in Latine: « great part of 
heir hearers comprehend but a ſmall pare of cheir Do« 
trine, | 
Reprovfe , and terrour for wany Anditors to whomthe 
oſpell of Chriſt is offered, who fatisfic ehernſclues with the 
und of the Miniſters voyce, though they perceiue lictle,or 
othing of that which hee rteacheth. Enen rhis is apart of 
cir perill, that they thinkeie ſafeto be blinde,, or deaf at 
ods ordinances; to fit as it were in the Sunne-ſhine, and yet 
tither to {ce light, not feele warrach. They know nor 
n the God of this world hath blinded their minder, that the 
ht of the glorious Goſpell of Chrift, which i the Image of God, 
| D 2 ſhould. 


We, 


x Cor, 14.19: 
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not ſhine onto them;neither doe they conſider thar when © 

" they heare the word of the Kingdome, and wnderſtand it not, the © 
Matth.13.19. eill ene, (the Diucll) commerh and catcheth away that which © 
was ſowen in their hearts, And s little doe they thinke , that © 

the Lord hath conered them with the ſpirit of ſlumber, and hath 
Iſ4-29.10-11. Jout vptheir eyes, that his word is as a ſealed Booketo them, or > 
they ſuch as cannot reade in a Booke that is open. | 


verſe 3. To receine the inftruttion of Ynderftanding, of It- I 
ſtice, Tudgement , and E quitie. of 


IB knowledge mentioned inthe former verſe, isampli- 
fiedinthis, both by the cauſe of it, inftruRtion received, I 
whereby vnderſtanding is gotten, and the effeQs ofit, the *- 
rſt whereofis [nf#ice, . which is not reſtrained to the'Magi: 
ſtrates office, nor to the duties of the ſecond Table of the © 
commaundemegts , but to be extended to'all thewayevof 
men , that they be warrantable, and Lawfull: the ſecondis © 
Indgement , which is with mature deliberation to regard all 
caules, and circumſtancesthat any way tend to the due man- 
ner of qur proceedings : the third is Equitie,that we doe not 
onely walke with an cuen ſqote, neither turning to the right 
hand, nor the left, butto propolea right endalfoin all that © 


Fa 


, 
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> 
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we deale in, with truthof heart, and vprightnelle. — 
Toreceiue mitrattion,) The word of God isthe onely true 
rule of all good ations, | 4 
' ©, Whenthe Prophet demandeth of the Lord how 4 youre © 
man ſhouldredreſſe his way, he requiredin like mannes oe the © 
diretionof the auncient, and of all ſorts ; andthe anſwere © 
_ dothno lelſe concerne one than another, when he ay b 
taking heede thereto according to thy word. For hee profelleth © 
| fo much afterward of himſelfe in this manner : Thy word #64 
lanthorne to my feete, and alight to my pathes. \ 
Firſt, the worke is Gods, and he is the pay=aſter of them * 
_ thatperforme any gcod leruices, and therefore it is-equall 


that hee ſhould take authority to preſcribe whae hee would © 
have done, andafter what manner, 177-06 well 
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Secondly, 


erſc3s PROVERBS. 19. 

Secondly, all men naturally are-blinde, andno man vn-. 
der(tandeth what is expedient fer the honour of God, or his 
>wne ſaluation , farther than hee is illuminated hy the ſpirit, 

hich alwayes workerh by the word. 

Thirdly,nothing can be accepted of God from man wich- 
out obedience, and then is hee obayed when his precepts be 
obſerued, and there deſpiſed where men will be their owne 
direRers : For they renounce his authority as though he had 
no (oueraipney oucr them : they (et lighe by his Counſcls, as 
though in wiſedome they exceeded him, Sce Chap. 13. 
verſe16, (1 

Infbice,indgement, c5:c.) All men ought tolabout for inte» 
grity'in neli-lolng! [47 


| Noa iscobeattemptedthat is vnioſt, no meancs to be 
vicd that are vnrighteous, no purpole to be entertained that 
is deceirfull. This sppeareth by that commandement of the 
Lord, inthelaw , Thes ſhalt loue the Lord thy God with all thy pw 6.5, 
| beart , and with all thy ſoule , and with all thy might. And by 


2 Cor.7, PA 


2 Chron.25.2- 


walked'in all the:commantementsy'and ordinances of the Lute 1.6. + 
Lord without reproofe. F w 
Firſt, the vaion and agreement of righreous matter ,man- Reaſon, 1, 
ner and endin mens actionsziv the eficR of faith, the fruit of 
the_ſpirit, and a ſcruice acceptableto God, 
Secondly, the want, eſpecially che deprauation of any of 
| them, is a (innethat woundeth mans conſcience,and tendet!1 
to the defacing of Gods Image. | 
Thirdly, howſocuer the Lord palleth by infirmitiesin his 3 
people , yethee iudgeth , andrewardcth according to thele 
\ toynely, as the Prophee- reſtificth : I the LORD. ſearch 1.17.16 
the heart , and trie the reines ,  enen t0 gine tuery munt dc- 
EEE = ER 


| 20 PROVERBS Chap.r; | 
_ to the his workes. ? 
wag cuery man to call himſelfe to a recko. * 
_ cucry day, how faithfully, and with what care andre. 
hgion hee oblerueth theſe duties, whether hee hath perfor. 
med all, or fayled in part , or negleRed the whole, that 
where he hath taulted, he may be humbled, and amend,and >: 
where hee hath donewelly hee may be comforted, and pro». = 
ceede : for wee have neede at all ſcaſoms re looke very nar- > 
rowly toall our wayes, leſt wefaile in decde,, or forme, ll 
affeion. btw p; 
Reproofe of all vnrighteous perſons, which houſe YN 
they Aacter wiſdome and _ and make a ſhew of liking 
therof,thorow verball profeſſion,yet by their converſation, 
contrary to theſe preceprs of wildome-, requiring wie , 
and equity, they declare theraſclues to bediſem« 
blers . They would beaccounted her Schollers, buoy 
learne noleffon of hir:ehey would be called hir fubic 
they obey not her commandements: they would be <2 
med herfriends,bue doe nothing that may teſtifetheir _ Y 
No integrity'is eo'be found inthem , bur chis4 charehey be 
wholy and incirefyTintull | 


Verſe 4. T' ale ls ſharpene and t the 
CATE WP es 


He generall oe of this Booke: andchat which is com- 

monto all, hath beene ſhewed in theewo former verles, 

now heere followeth that which is ſpeciall, and concerneth 

ſome kindes of men, as the ſimpler (ort,in this yerlc, and the 
learneder in the next. 

And it is vrtered by way of an Anticipation, or an ob- 
ietion that might be made again(t the rae » in this 
manner, T heſe Proucrbs are profound and deepeſenten- 
ces , andthemoreſhorethey are, the more hard, and ob- 
(cure they be 1 well: may great Sehollers, men of greatlear- 

ning gather wiſdome & knowledge from them, bue wee fim- 
ple and lilly perſons, _— vnlearned} &c. dull of vn- 
derftanding» 
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derſtanding,ſfhal neuer be able to reapeany probe by them 
cs ({aith he) all ſorts chat are exerciſed inthema aright,ſhall 
ive good by them, one aſwell as anGther . The firſt ſore 
hee calleth by ewo names, Simple, and Children , by fim- 
le, vnderſtanding thoſe perſons, whom elſe-where he cal. 
cth, fooliſh, ignorant, vnskilfull and ſuch as belecue eucric 
thing tolde themy;'and yeelde to cuery thing ante oe 
them . To theſe this Booke will giue ſharpenetle of wit, 
that is, a good capacity , with quickenelle' of conceie, cun- 
ning (as the word lignificth) or ſubtilty y but ſuch as is harm- 
elle and holy ; not whereby they are aptto beguile others, 
but able (notwithſtanding their Dous hke fimplicity) tobe- 
warc and take heed to themſclues, that they be not deguiled 
of others + which kinde of wildome our Saviour himſclfe 
ommendeth in the Goſpel; By Childe, he meanethnor- 1,,,....5 
Babes and Infants by age, through want of yeares, but _ 
whatſocuect yecres they haue on their backes, hee callech 
hem children, ifthey be Novuices , lacking tudgement, ' and 
rnderſtanding, or raſh, ' vnſetled , or mutablein that which 
hey know : To theſe this booke wilf give knowledge and 
Iiſcretion? ſoundnefſe in iudgement;{tatednetle in affection, 
nd prudence in the ordering of all their wayes. 
Swmple, oc, The Scriptutes of God ate written aſwell for 7,g, , 
the benefit ofthe meancand ignorant , as of the great and Ef 
learned. | 
They doe not onely give good precepts to the learned 
ind men of great capacity; but likewiſe make them, that are 
yet bue lilly, and vnexpert, ro become iudicioutand caps» 
ble of them. , 
For this, together with many other matters, doth the 
rophet celebratethe praiſe ofthe Lord, and his word, ſay- 
ng ; Thy Teftumonies are wonder ful , therefore doth wy Sowle P[al.ctg.150. 
beepethems, The enterance into thy words fheweth light , and 197. 
inerb wnder{taudang to the fronple, And for this caulcit idthat 
iſdeme calleth vpon ſuch , by way of incitement, to be 
cr gueſts , and come to her feaſt . ?ho ſow ſimple, let him 
me bither, aud to bins that is deftirme of wiſedome, fee ſaith, 711*0-9-4-6. 
| | | Come 


Prower.14.15 


Luke 10.21, 


bh PROVERBS. Verſ.4; 


Goes eate of my meate, and drinks of the wine which I bang 
Wxcea, | | ' 
Firſt, the Lord hath cleed, and doth loue ſuch no leſle 
then others of greater gifts and learning , and therefore cay. © 
feth his word to yeeld as much vertne to their ſoules. 4 
Secondly, the good which procecdeth from theword, is © 
freely given of God , vato thoſe ro whom of his goadnclly * 
hee doth vouchſafe it : It is the worke of his bangs by his © 
Spirit, now hee is not allured by vaturall <xcellency , ney» 2 
ther doth hee ſtand inneede of mans Art , or any other hue | 
mane helps. Andthis moved the Lord Iefus Chriſt tothat 2 
reioycing and thankefulneſſe, ſaying; 1 confeſſe vato thee Fav > 
ther , Lord of heauen and earth , that thaw haft hid theſe thing: ® 
fromthe wiſe and learned, and haft renealed them to Babes : euen | 
ſo Father, becaxſe it ſo pleaſed thee. | 8 
Thirdly, Wit,Arr,Policy,Sciences, and all manner of leat- ©: 
ning, vnlanRihed , are commonly 1impediments.to hind 2 
the ſucceſle of the word , through the violence of (elfe-lk | 
4 king, the ſophiſmes of carnall reaſon ,/ and the iult iudge: © 
mentgof God ypon high minds, rather than helps vnto it, 


1.Cer.1.19.20, For it is written, ] will deftroy the wiſedome of the wiſe, and wil bs 


caſt away the ynderlanding of the prudent : Where «i the wiſe! © 
where is the Scribe ? where is the diſputer of this world? KR 
Yet theſe qualitics in the godly arc laudable, and proyie : 
worthy, they arc profitable and h:Ipfull, they doe aflift the | 
Miniſtery and all goodinſtruQions , to make them effeAu- * 
all, and fruitfull. Hethat aſſaulteth a Citty or Caſtle, ſhall 
haue the ordnance and weapons , the ſtrength and mwnit 
on againſt him, vntill it be ſurprized, and taken, and then 
all will befor his aduantage : and ſo will the indowments 
the ſoule withſtand the Spirit of God , vntill the heart be 
ſubduedtothe Lord , and afterwards be vſefull for it. 
Fourthly, the weakeneſſe of mens vnderſtanding, doth 


_ much commend the power of Gods holy ordinances and 


grace, in working ſuch an vnlikely transformation . And 
therefore © w7Ws! choſen the fooliſh things of this world to ct» 
found thewiſe, and G O D hath choſenthe weake things of 


4. PROVERSES. 3 
vId to confound the mighty, and vile _ of the world, and 
gs deſpiſed hath God choſen,and things which ave not to bring 
nowyht things that are : That nofleſhſhowld retoyce in his pre- 
e, but according as it 1s written, herhat rewyceth, let bin 
wyce in the Lord. Sec Chap.9.verſe'4.' 
bilde,c.) Men without [pirituallwifedome areno better 
zenchildren, They take preferment, 'they applaude theip 
ne. wiſedome,, and. ſeeme'to the world tobe of greateſt 
aderſtanding, but: God tertnech them accorditig as hee 
h, and knoweth them to be indeede, the beſt of them is 
ea child atthe beſt, If childiſhnefle had patſed away with 
yearcs of childhood, why would Saint Pawtgiye that ad- 
anition ,' That we ſhould be no more thildren, carried about Epheſ 4.14: 
h every blait of deftrine, by deceit of men , and craftineſſe, 
ereby they lis in wait to deceine. 
The Prophet E/ay maketh obſtinate Non-proficiexts ts 
farce 'inferiour to children , eſteeming it an cafier mat- 
, to learne. infants new-weaned, to writeand reade, than 
ch manner of oldlings' tobecome wife and godly, Phew 
ith he) hall hee irated e ? and whom ſhall hee make Eſay 14.10. 
deritand the things that beth? them that are wea- | 
Peng ? or drawnefrom the breafts ? for precept 
e vpon precept;; precept wevept Þ line onto line, line 
» Line, there a Lite and gay ors, Yet Jeremy makerh teas. 10.14 
Ir cale worſe , and matcheth them with vnreaſonable cre- 
res, ſaying ; Emery man # a beaft by his owne knowledge : 
| Zophar inthe. booke of. Job proceederh fucther\, and 
pareth them to ſortiſh and contermptible beaſts; ſayingg 1611, 12: 
ne man would ve wiſe, though man borne (that is by his 
c cn—_ nature without regeneration ) be like a wilds 
E=CO09, is 0 - 
rſt, all menof cuery'age were borne blinde , and fo re- Reafor 1. 
e, as touching the ſauingknowledge of God, and the 
lterics of ſaluation , vntill they be illominated by there- 
tion- of the- Spirit. | The Elders' vnderſtand no'more 
ff, inſach manner as they are tobe apprehended, than 


24 PxOvwERBS. Chap x, 
anſwere of Nicodemw to Chriſt , for theimpollibility of new ; 
birth doth witnelſe , Did hee ſpeake like a man of learning, | 
like a maiſtcr, .and teacher. of othcrs, when he laid, How can | 
a man be borne which # old.?. can he enter agane wto his we. || 
thers wombe, and be borne ? what ct1lde coutd make a more 
childiſh and more grotle obieRtion? ; 
Second!y, they arg,more 4Jluded and abuſed by Sathan, Þ 
. by. pride, by.carnall reaſon, by luſts, and vanity of minde, 
than infants are, Infants beſtow not their thoughts , and 2? 
time (o idlely, or hurtfully, as to hunt after that whichthey © 
can neucr take, or totake that which will cyther poiſon, or © 
deuqure them, Infants doe not macerate them(clucs,. and 
cate vp their owne hearts with needletſe or booteletie cara ©” 

' and vexations , putting their neckes'vnder yokes; which 7 
God would neuer lay vpon'their ſhoulders , andtaking vp | 
burthens before they be' called to beare then” The Lord > 
knoweth the thoughts of wan , that they are but vanity : yed the L : 
Lord knoweth the thoughts of the wiſe, that they are but vaine.” © 

InftruRion, as we takeit foran -hainous indignitie;, 'and © 
dildaine it , as a matter of greateſt reproach to be calledby | 
the name of childe , babe, or boy\, lo let vs be worthy of © 
bettereſiceme,, by ſtoringour bearts with grace and hew | 
uenly wiledome, that God and his people may haucvs in & '$ 
ſtimation , Brethren (lairh Saint Paul) be nor children in ww 
der Ftanding , but 45 concerning malciouſneſſe be yee children,but © 

_ onder flanding be of aripe age. # 

| Prong! their yanity,which knowing nothing as they | 
ought to Khaw, doe yetdreame, andare puffed vp with cots | 
ceit,that they know all things, aſwel asthey may beknowne. © 
No men haue fo great opinion:of indgement & vnderſtan- * 
ding as they that arewithiout iudgement, and haueleaſt vr- | 
hs raging of any. Commanly it comes to paſſe that ſuch 
| 48in-heauenly things be as (illy as ſucklings!, doe; yet takt 
VPon: them to be a5 wiſe-as God. But isnot this: an: vniult * 
MPpuration 7can you nominate any thatſay ſo? Our com 
Plaine ſhall mos t0:ba righteous-and true; and-we can de 
Gpher many that doc io. Forwdlke they norin'their' ovne 


194103 wayes, 
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aycs, though neuer ſo oftenandearneſtly forbidden ? Re- 
le they notthe ſeruice of God, though never fo plainely, 


nd (tricly commaunded ? 'Doe they not (coffe at his (er. - 


ts which are berter thanthemſelues ? D6 they not ſcorne 
vis Counſells, hereby themſelues might be made better ? © 
But is it (o necelſary char they ſhould be'taughr, and ad- 
iſed by him ? will not their owne wit and reaſon ſufficiently 
frudtt them ? will not time; and experience be able com- 
petently coinformethem ?' No ſurely, no wit, chough ſhar- 
>elt, notime, though longeſt, no experience, though clea- 
elt, can ſuffice to get holy vndeſtanding , Heare by 
herefore ſpeaking to this point; and let him decidethe que- 
Rion.” ſaid (quoth hee) the dayes ſhall ſprake , and the mulri- 
c of year es ſhall teach wiſedonee, ſurely there it a fp wit in max, 
þut the infpiratio of the Almighty giveth underfanding . Great 
en ars not. alway wiſe, net ber doe the aged alway underftand 
gpement. (f 


SEE 4 


Verſes. aA wile man ſhall 'heare and mcreaſe in Irarning, 


and 4 man of wnderitanding ſhall attame unto wiſe counſels, 


| Verſe 6. To vnderitand a Parable , and the interpretation, 


he words of the wiſe, and their darks ſayings. © 

Ow we come tothe ſecond ſort of them to whoſe vic & 

L NV proficthe Proverbs are deftinated, who arc ſet forth by 

wo titles; firſt they are ſoidto be wile, induedwith an excel- 

knowledge of things diuine'& humane': ſecondly, they, 

cc called men of vnder{tanding;fack as ire qualified with an 

xxcelienr facultie of perceiuing'} diſcerning and tudging of 
ings, thatthcy arc not calic to bemiſcſedor decciucd. 

'. Andtheſe words, alwell astheformer tend tothe preuen- 

ion of an obieRion, which out of the former might be rai- 

din chis manner: If your ſaying#snd ſentencer be foplaine 

d calic, that che ſimple'may found chetn, and the childe 

y comprehend them ;*what good will they doe ro the 

le and learned? Men of judgement and knowledge fhall 

dofe their ſabourz-agd tnif-pend their time ia _— of 

E 2 nem, 
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them, what ſbal they get-more thanthey haue already? Yeg, 
(ith he ) the greateſt Clarkes and deepeſt Diuines may * 
gather inſtruction from them , as well as the vulgar , and 3 
meaner (art of, people. They areſhallow inough fora litre © 
childe towade inthem , and deepe enoughFfor a great Le» | 
uiathan to ſwimme in them, And thereforeit isſaide,thats Þ 
wiſe man by hearing ſhall increaſe in learning, that is, there ſhall * 
be added to him a great meaſure of knowledge, and ſaall at- F 
taine to wiſe connſells, towit, ſhallbe inabled to ger, and pure 7? 
chalc,poiletle and keepe induſtrious counſells,or thoughts, © 
cuen {uch whereby hee may be skilfullin things pertayning 
to. him in his affaires , as the ailter of a ſhipis in ſtecring 
and gouerning it, in the greateſt dangers : for from thence is 
the word borrowed . | Now this is further amplified-in the 2 
ſixt verſe, thatthey ſhall cauſe tovnderſtand (forſothe Hee 7 
brew word ſignificth) a Parable , any prouerbisll ſentence, © 
though difficult and obſcure toothers, and the interpretation 
thereof, the trueſenſc and meaning of it, the words of the wiſe, 
and their darke ſayings , even todiſcerne of , and ynfoldthe 7 
molt intricate poigts, and toanſsertethe hardeſt queſtions, 
- orriddles, as the originall importeth, ſuch as the Queene 
" of Sheba poſed Salomes withall,. \. |. Aa watt NN 
The more ſound knowledge and grace any man hath, 7: 
the morehe willgct, The Prophet which vnderſtood mort |: 
than bis enemies, morechanhe ancient," more than his | 
teachers, doth ſeemeyet volatiable, and neverthinkethhe | 
Palrig, Hatbenough, crying hill Teach we thyftarures ©: bide notily. | 
| Commandement: from mee, make we ro underit | | 
thy precepts. : open my eyes that 1 way {ee the wonder: of thy | 
law, See Chap. 9 9. a 


Deftr.2. Shat beare -£) Whoſocuce will thrive in knowledgemult 7 
be dili in hearing,,,' 10 JULNUKGY ; not 5:00 11s 01% þ 

.This + ition is prefixed 04.promile inthe next Chap» 
Prover. 2.3.55 Wa dthe promile.is anvexed to this condition, z;f rhev | 

5 

. can[eft thine eares to hearken unto wiſedemre , thow ſhalt vnders 
 fland? mnſoge of the Lord, and the feare of God. \Andto 
Frover.1$.15, the lame purpole tendeh, this faying; evaded 
| wt = mow 


ledge, 
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knowledge, and the eare of the wiſe ſeeheth knowledge, 

Firſt, Godcalleth for it,' and requireth it of all his _ 

d they 


that would enioy any of his ſpirituall bleffings 2 Wou 
receiue any graces from him? then lee them come with at- 


tention vnto him : the care is commonly the tunnell and 
conduit where-thorough he conueyerh his giftsto the ſoule, 
according to his gracious proclamation, or munificent invi- 
tation by the Prophet : Ho, exery one that thiriteth come yee to 17%, $5-1.2.3, 
the waters, and yee that haue no ſiluer come, buy, and cate: come 
| 7 ſay buy wine and milke without ſilner , and without money ? 
hearken dilsgently umto me , and eate that which is good, and let 
| your ſoule delight in fatneſſe. Encline your eares, and come onto 


we : heare our ſoule ſhall luce. 
| Secondly, bl hath appointed the mouth of man to de- 


clare his will vnto his pcople,and therefore conſequently the 
care allo to enterrayne it: Forthele are {ubordinate, and an- 
 fverable oneto the other : If all cares were deafe,all mouthes 
might as well be mute, and ſilent. Now then ſithence the 
tongue is a well-ſpring of life, a tree of life, and feedeth ma- 


ny, and enricheth many, muſt not our cares be veſſels to re> 
ceive the commodities that are offered vnto vs? | And ſo 
much the rather becauſe the {infull conſent of the-mobth 
and care, in euill; by the craft and cruelty of Satanz again(t 
our firſt parents, did fpeilevs of our vnderftanding,the Lord 
will haue the good agreement of them in his ſeruices, to-be 
meanes whereby we ſhould ceconer the knowledge which ve 
have loſt. | | | 01101 LINN 
_ | Reproofe of thoſe that truſt ſo much totheir awne read- 
ing, that they regardnot to heare any others intheexercilc 
of their miniſterie,or:to conferre with them in priuate,/They 
can finde that in the-Bible with the Preacher alleadgerh in 
_ the Pulpit; -and11 good Bookes they can as wellmeere with 
the meahing'of ie. ' Bur remember that: the Eunych had: the 
Bible, ſomuch'as was then extant, :as is probable-:-the Pro- 
phecie of Eſyhee had; as is certaine, hee read therein,- and 
that in ſuch's tanguege as he vnderſtood, neither is it eo be 
thonght thathe was remillc for getting or vfiog other hoe 
| k. E 3 ome 
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ſome writings, ſuchas he could comeby, and yet could not 
he finde Chrift, in that very Text which directly prophecied 
of Chriſt, beforc he hoard Philip preaching him. But it will | 
be granted that ignorant perſons, which are deltitute of lear- 
ning, doc ill co be confident of their owne (ufhciencie; and 
to negle& miniſteriall infſtruftions,but others who hauebeen 
trayned vp, and ſpent all their dayes and travailcs in-litera- 
ture, grounded men, better ſcene in the tengues, parts, and 
more acquainted with Authors than their Teachers, muſt 
theſe proceedein hearing (till? will not their private ſtudies 
be ſufficient ? No, Beit knowne vnto eucry one,that it hee 
will ſhew hiraſelte well learned, hee mult further encreaſcin 
lcarning, andthen he muſt beare, as our Text faith, thatlo 
' he may learne, Therearcnone growne to (ach a perfection, 
but that they may receiuea daily addition by hearing of their 
Miniſters , whom Ged hath made their Teachers, For hee 
that hath ſet ſuch ouer them, ſpeaketh in them by his ſpirit, 
which is the ſpirit of wiſedome, in the evidence whereof the 
younger Schollers oftentimes may palle the auncicnts, And 
if wiſe men ſee not this, it is becauſe pride and oucr-wening - © 
hath beſotted chem, the Diuell hath blinded them, and God 
in his juſtice , who relifteth the proud , denicth them that 
grace which he beſtoweth vpon the humble man, the man 
thatis lowly in his owne eyes , and cfleemeth another man *: 
Ib 42: berter than himſelfe. ob and his friends hearkned to Elvbu, 
A#: 18.24.26. though by many yeares iuniour tothem all : And « 
diſdayned not to be direQted by Aquila, and Priſcilla, though 
he waslearned and mighty in theScriptures, and they poore 
Tentanakers, © - Sia 0:1 125 yy | 
Conſolation; and encouragement. eo. them which are 
teachable, being ready to heare-, and willing to leatne, hee 
pronounceththeir earcs blefſed inthe Goſpel, 47atth;23.16, | 
He 3 nes es ſucceſſe vntothemin this place: - They ' | 
ſhall finde out, andfollow, and giue alſo wiſe counſels : Pa- | 
rablcs ſhallbe plaine, and very profirable ynto them, T hoy 
ſhall be iudicious in conference with men of iudgemenc, hct- 
ring them with 'vnderſtanding , anſwcring them with-wilc- 
dome, 
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dome, difſoluing of doubts, and relgiping of obieRiens with 
perſpicuity. The holy Ghoſt faith Neere, that it ſhall be fo, 
and thoſe that obey him in practiſe doe findeir ro be ſo, and 


we may boldly conclude that euermore it'will be ſo, 


Verſe 7. The feareof the Lordi the beginning of knowledge : 
but fooles deſpiſe Wiſedome, and [nſtruttion, 


ji Bea us much concerning the citleor inſcription, now fol- 
4 lower the Treariſcic ſelfe , which hach two parts, firſt 
the preparation tothe prouerbiall ſentences, contayning ma» 
ny notable exhortations, and arguments , to the ſtudie and 
pratiſe of that wiſedome- which is contayned inthis Booke, 
layed downe in the firlt nine Chapters: ſecondly, the pro- 
uerbiall ſayings them(clues, fromthe beginning of the tenth, 
to the end of _ _—_ »oledthe principal Tu 
In this preſcentverſeis pro the principall propolition 
and hwied of thele a Ohapenl) that is , the feare of the 
Lord, a reuerent awe of his Maicſtie, proceeding from faith, 
whereby through the fecling of his loue , as well as the 
weight of his diſpleaſure , wee are afraid tooffend him, true 
piety and godlinelle (for it is part for the whole worſhip of 
God, whereof it isa principall part, and as iewere; the cuſtos 
and keeper of the reſt intheir duries, alteuil{ being commit- 
ted whete it is wanting) « the begmmng, or head of kyowledge, 
the foundation and top, the enerance, proceeding, and per- 
feion of wiledome. In thelatter part of the verle, he mee- 
teth with a ſecret obieRtion , which mighebermade iri this 
manner: As cuch as you praiſe chis wiledome , who regar- 
deth it ? is it nor deſpiſed of the molt pare,” and reieted eue- 
ric where?.Troe (faith he) but wharare'they that confemne 
it * Fooles, 'meaningall: wicked men. And therefore itis no. 
matter what account they- make of ieonietle ehey were'wiles;) 
The oppolition then” of 'this ſenrence-(tandetly thus 3 The 
care of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, and wile men 


ill embrace it : but how excellene ſo everwiſedomeandin- 
RryRionie; foolepwill deſpilcie, ©7442 4 ge 
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Then s manis wiſe jndeede, when he is truely religious; 
Heispronounced hapÞy and bletled by the ſpirit and word 
of God, happy for ſoulc , happy for body, happy for ſtate, 
happy for poſterity. See({hap.y. 10, 
Foeles, cc.) All ſinfull perſons are fooles, 
Whatſocuer reckoning the world maketh of them, or 
_ they make of themſelucs,we (ee here, andthrough this whole | 
Booke, and a many othgr places of Scripture what teſtimo- Þ 
niethe holy Ghoſt giveth of them z two ſhall ſerue for all, 2 
andthe one is the complaint made againſt them inche Pro- 2 
phecic of Jeremy : My people is fooliſh,they hawe not knowne me: © 
they are fooliſh children and hawe none 43 = ue And leaft 
he might be thought to be troubled with Idiots ; and nate *2 
rals, and againſt ſuch to dire his ſpeech ; headdeth: Thy © 
are wiſe to doe enill, but to doe well they hawe no knowledge, And | 
the other is the deſcription of their wretched eſtate , decla» * 
red by the Plalmiſt. Emill mer ſhall not dwell with thee, The © 
fooliſh or mad men ſpall not ſtand in thy fight: for thou bateff them. © 
that works miquity, "i 
Firſt, accordingto our Text, they are vtterly deſticuteo © 
the matter of ſolide wiſedome :they are (lrangerstothefeare 2 
of God : Lee they hawe reiefted the word of the Lard, and what. > 
Wiſealowe 15 in them ? | | = 
Secondly,they doetheworkes of folly : they rebell againſt. © 
the Almighty, whom they are neither ableto reſiſt, nor Bye” | 
'from: they looſe the faueur of him, who hath che gifture- © 
of all good things, and incurrethe indignation of him,whole. | 
diſpleaſure worketh certaine deſtruction, They may be free, | 
men and happy, and makechemſclucsbonte{laues, and mi-; © 
ſcrable: they reie commodities that be precious and cter-, * 
nall, and takevp vanities that be vile and temporary : they; | 
purchaſe importable and perpetuall torment, with the put-+ | 
lite of vaine and momentany pleaſures.  _. v þ 
What wiſe man would forfait the free-hold of a Lordſhip,” | 
and Palacc,toJiue as tenant at will ina ſmoaky Cottage ?T bat \ | 
_ wouldpalſe away, and depart with his gold and (ituer,to lade+ * 
 himſelfewith clay and mire? Whobut ailly excotung neu 
- i WW ye 
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leeping within an inch of death yea of eternall death, 
] being awaked, and ſhew2d hisdanger,would yet returne 
his ſleepein the ſame place and perill againe , and neucr 

moue thence till he periſh, | wo” 2 Vat 
Inſtruction, not toapplaude or magnifie any impious or 
righteous perſons too farre; whatſocuer their parts of na- 
Ire , their learaing, are; pollicy, or profperous faccetle in 
cir attempts appeareto be , left thou ſhovuldelt gainr-fay, 
r contradi& the teſtimony of Gods 'ewne mouth: He cal- 
th them fooles, and will proouc itz; and dareſt thou goe 
dout to:refute bim , and ſay they are wife? Finde out an 
apptcr wor!dling than Chriſt deſcribeth, who could ger, 
d _—_— and increaſchisſubllance , "and ſecme allo to in- 
dy the fruit thereof, bytating, and drinking; and retoycing 
is heart z and yetthe Lord who doth neuer miftake , nor 
iſ-call, ſaluted him by the name. of Foole, and told him 
it hee had made proviſion for he knew not whom . And 
cre obſcrue how the Lord returnerht the” ſcorney of the 
odleile wretches vpon their owne faces ,, Nothing tsmore 
dinary with thein than to be-foolethe godly fortheir pre» 
ilencile, becauſe they fcare an ogthe 4 they will not {weare, 
dr lie for aduantage, becauſethey negle& their opportuni= 
ofriling inthe world; they-looſe theit fortunes (as they 
[1 them ) rather than they wilt dve violenec<rs their'con- 
iences in any the lcalt matters 2 But: heere the Spirit of 
* wy publiſh to allthe world, thatthey are the fooles 

ceed, | 9071 » Le | 

Thenalſo is their counſell to beralker heed of and not 
dllowed-: for what wiſedome-isitfors man to makea foole 
is guide and direRer ? Neither is it ſafe tobe ſociablewicth 
em, and to frequent their company”: for howſocuer ideo- 
(me and want of capacity is not contagious ;*"yet this kinde 
ff wicked folly, and want of grace is'very dangerous ,; and 
ull of infetion . Heeithat walkerh with the wiſe , flat be the 

u/er, but acompanien of fooles ſhall be made the worſe, ©. 
And in the laſt place, letall good men be che leſſe afraid 
them, notwichſtandingalttheir accuſations, threatnings, 
? F rcepros 
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reproaches, plots, and praiſes : for all that they can doe! 
but onely to (hoote fooles bolts , and Wiſcdomeat alltimu? 
> 18ableto make her party good again(t Folly. Hecde not # 
much what they ſpcake , or doe, or purpole , aswho they 3 
be, and what they are, Are they (wearers and ſwaggerers? 
Are they filthy and adulterous ? Are they couctous and op» 7 
preiſours? Are they impious and vnrighteous/Inthe iudge # 
ment of wiſe S/omen , yea of the onely wile God, they are 
very fooles, though neuer ſo great and mighty , in regard 
- Whereof wee arent to-trouble our ſelues with their (ayings 7 
Itis no great matter to be called a foole of him that is a: 
foole : who would carefor it? R 
Doi.z, Deſpi/e inftruttion, &c.) Wicked men take it for a great 
Fndignity to be taughetheir duty, See Chap, 15.10, A 
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Verle 8. My Sonye, beare thy Fathers inflrultion, andfu. © 
ſake not thy Vidothers teaching p 4 
Verle g, For they fhall be a comely oruament vnte thy head, |. 
«nd aichainesforthy necke. 2 
E hs Wiſedome hauing beene before deſcribed, andthe © 
& fearc of God commended, hee adioyneth an exhont® 
tion to embrace the ſame,by making vic of the means thats > 
of ; where we hauetoobſerue 3 


3 1 Precepr, verſe 8. 
> oa 


2 Promiſe, verſe 9, « 

Inthe/Precept are-to be conſidered the ſubieRt of it}, the | 
perſunsto whom. itis. direRed, every faithfull Reader, and | 
thcreforcheſpeaketh to all; as if it were eneman *: andthit 7 
out of pure loue , cuen a8 his father to his beloued childe,” 
and becauſe hee ſhould hearkento him as a loving childet0 * 
his father, he calleth himSome. +/+ | 1: | y 
In the next place the matter of the Precept is to be no? 
ted, thar hee heare the dorine whereby this wiſedome #! 7 
offered, called Initruftion and Teaching, which he commer 2: 
deth by thecthcicntinſtrumentall, to wit; his parents, o_—_ E 
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puld incite him to be attentive to both, and contemptuous 
neither, 
The promiſe is laid downe in anclegant (imilitude,ſuting 
th the capacity and aff<Ations of children, towhom hee 
aketh, that chey,vie. [nitration and Teaching heard,and 
pt forſaken ſhall be a comely ornament, in Hebrew, anincreaſe 
orace,to the head, and as charues for the necke :they ſhall (o 
raiſh and decke thee, that if a crowne of gold were ſet vp- 
n thy head, & a chaine of pearles were put about thy necke, 
z0u couldelt not be more adorned and bcautified before 
od and men. 
| Ay ſonne C5.) TheſameafteRion ought to'be betweene 
cachers and their people, as is betweege parents and chil» 
en. 
Saint Paxlprofelſeth of the Theſſalonians, that they were 
is hope, and toy, and glory: and witneleth for the Galatians, 
at while they ſtooud vpright, and before they were per- 
rted, Heewas their felicity , if tthad beene poſſible', they 
ould haue plucked out their owneeyes , and haue gineuthem to 
im. And what could « £qui/aandPriſcilahaue done more 
their naturall fathers and mothers, though neuer fo ten- 
er and loving, than to lay downe their neckes for their [akes, as 
hey did for the Apoſtles? 
Firſt, this is expedient in reſpe& of the cauſethereof,the 
yes whereby they are vnited together, which if both parts 
e faithfull, arc ſuch asnone can bencarer: for the {pirituall 
nds arealwaycs ſlronger thanthe naturali. Hath the one 
rought the other to G OD, andbegot him to ſaluation? 
hat father did euer ſo much for his childe, by naturall pro- 
reation ? For this benefit Philemon was (o farre indebredto 
al, that all his ſubſtancewas little enough to requiteitzyea 
Ic ewed exen his owne (elfe unto him for the ſame. 
And in this caſe was Pau/,throughthe power of Chriſt, 
tter toOneſimus, whom hee begatin his bonds , than fa- 


DoF#.1. 


1 Theſſal.2; 19. 
Galat. 4.15.* 


Roman. 16.4, 


Reaſon, 1, 


ner or mother , orany man, oranycreature, cyther had _ 


ene or could be. And did not duty binde them to honour 


d eſtceme of Pax! as a moſt beneficiall father? And had 
x F 2 not 
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not Pax! cauſcto. reioyce,and be much affefted toward ſuch, 
as dearc andamiable children? And they that miniſter fggd} 
eo their fiockes, though'others before han? conuerted their ® 
foules, doe performe a profitable , a comfortable, anac- 2 
ceptable, and neceſlary (eruice : God hath made them nur. 
ſes to his children, and committed his owne fonnes and 
daughters (4s it were) to their breaſts and feeding, 4 
'- ) Secondly, it is requiſite for the commendable and 'need. 
full effects which it producerh : it maketh the teacher faith. 7 
fall anddiligeat, thinking no paines too much that hce 14. 
keth for the vic of his owne, and thoſe whom he loueth ſo 3 
well, as the Apoſile telleth the The(ſulonizns : Thus beingaf- 
feitioned toward you , our geoaw:l! was to hawe dealt onto you, 
not the Goſpellof God onely , but allo 0ur owne Soules , becauſe 
yee were deare unto vi. For yee remember brethren , our labour 
-and trauell,for wee laboured day and mgbt, And itmaketh him © 
+. mercifull to pitty them in their traileties without bitterndle, 7 
and patientto indure affliftions for their ſakes, without di- 3 
x Cer. 13. 5.7, Couragement;Loxe is not prexoked to anger: it hopeth all = : 
| it inaureth allthings . Atender hearted mother will not calily * 
fall out with her little Babe, though ſometimes it be wats 
_ ton, and{ometimes wayward, and ſometimes (carce cleanly: 
cuery lenſe ſhall beare with ſome annoyances , and cuery 
member will bercady to miniſter help ynto it: 1d /o were | 
ve gentle among you (faith the Apoſtle) exen as a Nurſe bt 7 
Prſhath ter chilgres . And what caulſcd Chriſt te take vplo ® 
many reproaches anderonbles., and tolay downe his very ® 
life, and that with ſo many grieuous torments and terrory, © 
| but love to his people? And as it is thus with the Miniſter, ® 
{o is it alſo forcible inthe Auditors': Thereby they beconit 7 
Ettentiue, and willing to heare :.. chereby they deale charits © 
bly,and make. gooticonſtrufion of that which is ſpoken* © 
thereby they are allured to. ob&dicnce , and pur in prattile * 
\_rhe-lefſons which | they: haut learned t: thereby chey ſhes | 


theinſelucs peaccable,kinde, and reſpeRiue to him who! 
| God hathmadc their Paſtor. 5 (1109 N 
Uſer, _ lalttuRionfor Minilters,to put ona fatherly affeRionts: | 
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ard their people; and thepeoplea childe-likeaffettionto« 
ard their Miniſters That the one {o teach, exhort,,re-, 

yrouz,and doe all with ſuch love, and care of their peoplcs 
aluation , asif they had begotten them of their owne bo- 

Jies:and the other heare & regard them,as thoſe who haue 

begotten them with the immorta}i{eed of the word, or doe 

daily feed them with the bread and food of life. On the one 

fide let his example be imitated which could truely (ay ; Yee 1 7h:64,1.12, 

kh-zow how that we extorted you, and comforted you, and be/ought, 

enery one of you ( as a father his children) that yee would walke 

worthy of God : And on the other (ide , let this precept be ob- 

ſerued, giving this charge. z eAcenowleage them that labour 1 Theſial,$.12. 

amy you, and are ouer you tn the Lord, and admoniſh you, thats 
ou hauethem in fiugular loue for their workes ſakg. 

Reprofe of thote Paſtors, which make the Pulpit a place 
for InueRiues, and not for teaching, which chulc rather to 
chaſcand hunt their Auditors with violence and fiercenele, 
than to perſwade and leade them with loucand mildenelle, 
Howbeit this is not to exemprall men , nor all good men; 
from rebukes : for louing parents mult ſometimes chide, 
and ſometimes chaſtiſe, but thatvpon neceſlitie, and then 
with moderation and compalhon, the ſource and ſireame of 
their wayes,, is lenity and'kindenelle. And hcere are cruell 
ſheepheards in like manner to betaxed, which tharue their 
flocks, orpoiſon them,or become Butcherstothem : What - 
fathcrhoeg isto be found in theſe 2 and what ſhall we ſay of 
fhcepe; or ſuch as would be ſaeltecmed, that play the dogs 
with their ſhepheards, by barking at them, and biting then? 
which arc fo farte from dealing like ſonnes with their T ea« 
chers , as that they come againtthemuighoſlility, like ar- 
mecd enemies, to doe what miſchiefe they can-vntorthem. 

' Fathers initruttion.] The teareof God isto belcarnedin 

childhood,vnder the goucrnment of parents, | 

The ſ{cedes of inftrutionare tobe fowne in youth, that 
the fruits thereof may be ripe inage :and domellicall texcht- 

Ing in the houſe will make themcapableof the miniſteriall 


preaching inthe Church. Andiris(aid., Teach 4 childe in the Prove, 22. 6, - 
| F 2 trade ** Br 
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338 PROVERBS. Chap.1, 
- Phe other, and therefore the one as well as the other, is to 
" performe the belt dutics of loue vnto them. | 
Sccondly, they haue both beene cauſes of flnfulnclle and & 
corruption in their progeny, and ſo ought to be helpers to 2 
the reformation and cleanling of them, 'v 
Thirdly, if their fonnes and daughters prooue yertucos 3 
- and obedient, both parents inioy the honour and comfort 
of it : if they grow to be vicious and wicked, neither canbe 2 
freed from ſorrow and diſgrace: For it is faid s e-1 wiſe ſome X 
waketh a'olad Father : but a fooliſh ſonne is anheawineſſe to by © 
Mother. Andza child ſet at tberty maketh his Mother aſhamed, 
- andnot his father onely : it ſtandeth then with wiſedome, > 
and good diſcretion, inrefpeR of their owne happinelle, ab 
ter a fort, thar neyther of them be wanting in this dutys © 2 
InſtruRion, that foraſmuch as God requireth this of F& Þ 
ther and Mother, and both are joyntly bound to take care Þ 
for the good education of their children, they ſhould aſlilt Z 
| one another by countenance, and confirmation of that ** 
which cither of them hath ſpoken in way of counſell,appro» 2 
bation, or reproofe, andſo they labour together in lowing 3 
and watering , contrary tothat wonted diuilion and oppol 
tion, which isin many places betweene husband and. wiſe, | 
either of them ſtriving, with a contentious mind, to deltroy 
that which the other well buildeth : what the mother for- 
biddeth, the father alloweth of: what the father condem» © 
neth, the mother commendeth , Whom ke perſwadeth, ſhe 2 
peruerteth: whom ſhe rebuketh, hee incourageth . 'And let 2 
not Wiucs lay the whole burthen of this worke' vpen theit 2 
husbands ſhoulders, asthoughthemſelues had an exemp- © 
tion from the weight thereof : no ſuch immunitie is any 
where granted vntothem, They ſhall be puniſhed for their |! 
negligence , ifthey be careletſe : they ſhall be rewarded fot © 
their painefulnes, if they be faithfull : and they ſhall pro* ; 
ſper in their indeauours, if they be diligent. For many op- © 
portunitics are given them , and their paines and care pre yy 
vaile much , and are very vſefull, they being moſt at home, 
 andthelittle onegabout their fecte , 'when the men are of+ | 


rentim es v 
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times abroad, about other imployments : Wherefore 
[dren alſo muſt know that the inſtruQions , the checks 
| commands of both are to be heeded and regarded with- 
partialiry, Althoughthy father be ſuperiour 1 although 
hath more pawer to corre, and ability to reward : and 
y mother in gifts, in ſtate, and in body be weaker, and of 


e reputation, yet let not the preheminence of the one,nor 
infirmities ofthe other imbolden thee to be vndatifull to 


© 
God hath ioyned them together in commiſſion , andſce 
m ioyntly ouer the family , and therefore they are to be 

ed together in conſcience to his ordinance,the autho- 

y of one comming fromthe ſame ſupreme power as the 
her, and tending to theſame end, and as much confirmed 

y precepts, promiſes,and menaces. What a curſcis threat« 

d to him that ſhall be contemptuous tq both or any one 
them ? The eye that mocketh his father , or deſpiſth the in- Proacr.go.17. 
ion of his mother , the Rawens of the valley, which are more 

Irce and cruell ypon their prey , ſhall picke it ont, and the yoong 

ples who are more buſie and better able with their beakss to 

woure, ſhall eate it. 

C omely $6.) Noornament canfomuch adorne any, as myz 4 
cewill, Theinward decking, is alwayes the moſt gorge- 

bs, andthe (pirituall attire the richeſt , Becauſe Sa/omen 
puld have the morecredie ginento this , and be the better 

ceued, hee auerreth the ſame in another place, and 
t in his fathers wordsto him, in way of precept,counſell, 

dd incouragementto intertaine wiſedome, Exalt her, and þ 
« ſhall exalt thee : ſpe ſpall bring thee 1 honour, if thon im. ©0439. 
ace her, ſhee ſhall giue a comely ornament unto thine head, yea 

ſhall gine thee a Crowne of glory. And'in this ſenſe is the 
ngs daughter,the Church,coinmended in the Plalme, to 
all glorious within , having her cloathing of broydered gold, Pſal-454 1341 4+ 
d being browghr vnto the King m' rayment of needle-works, 
4 | 


Firſt, allſilkes, arid ſilver, gold, peartes, and pittiout Reaſon 1, 
Nes/ arebue corruptible matter, atthefirlt receined Fo 
G wormes, 
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Prouer.22.6, trade of his way, ard when hee ts old hee will not depart from it , 
 whereunto that precept to the Epheſians is agreeable : Pa- 
Epheſ. 6.4. rents, bring vp your children in intraition and information of the 
Lord. | 
» Tr.zns T imothy was ſo deaſtwith, and accordingly inioyed the: 
benefit of it : He knew the Scriptures of a childe, and by them 
was made wiſe to ſalnation , through the faith that i im Christ 
Telus, And Salowons education was after the ſame manner 
(tor his parents made him not a wanton,though they loued 
Prover. 4.14, Him tenderly , but faithfully rawght him ) andtheretore the. 
bleſting of God was abundant vato him , for the increale of 
p his wiſedome and vnderſtanding. 
Pat. 9 pub Firſt , in reſpe& of God this is expedient , vponwhom 
(#1. ©. wee haue beene caſt from our mothers wombe , and there- 
fore it is equali that wee ſhould caft our (clues vpon him 
from thence, that the firſt fruitsof our youth, (trength, ca» 
pacity, wit, memory & wiſdome,may beſanQitied vnto him, 
Secondly,opportunity ealleth for it;this age is molt com- 
modious for the rudiments of Religion , and the. foundati- 
on of vertues : young plants be flexible, and caſily made 
ſtraight: vices may be weeded out with Iclle paines , it they 
| beplucked vp before they have taken any deepe rooting in 
the heart : many wilde creatures are made tame, when they 
arc taken from their dammesteates,or neſts, 
Thirdly, danger ſhould eriue vs vnto its for if we learne 
not wiſedome while we are yong, cyther we neuer learne its 
or much more hardly, when wee beginne not before the e- 
wil day : And but few in compariſon of the multitude, that 
haue beſtowed their youthfull daycs in the dclighe of {inne 
conuert their riper yearesto the ſeruices of God , though 
ſome yet doe obtaine grace and mercy to be reformed, - 
Fourthly, childrey are mortall aſwell as elder men,ſubic& 
to puniſhment alſo, both before the iudgement ſeatc of God, 
and in this life,if they be wicked, as the vntimely deaths of 
two-and-forty vnhappy Boyes that mocked at E;/pa decla- 
reth . They were old enough to deride the Lords meilſen- 
2 Kings 9 24, - £CI>laying ; eA(cend thou bald-head , aſtend thou bald-head: 
| and 


Per(.8.9. PROVERBS. 37 
and therefore they were not too young to be plagued for 
their lewdnetſe . Childhood was no prorection tor them 
againſt the curſe which was denounced by the Prophet, or 
the ſlughter which was made by the Beares, 

Inſtruction, that the conlideration of all this moue Pa- 
rents arid Ouer-ſcersto looke tothcir youth betimes, before 
Sathan bath by his corrupters marred all. So ſhall they per- 
forme the duties of belt loue,to their children 3 {o ſhall they 
prouide for the future proſperity both of Churchand com- 
mon-wealth (for it maketh much for the good of the flocke, 
that the Lambes be well looked vnto)and la ſhall chey make 
thcir owne life and death to be much more comfortable. 
Andchildren areto be admoniſhedto be teachable, to ſoone 
as their gouernours (ee it ſealonable to teach them : and 
thoſethat by parents remiſleneſTe , or their owne indocility 
and vntowardnes hauc loſt the morning of their age , by 
tarrying ſo long before they tooke their tourney towards 
heauen, letthem hence-forth redeeme the time, and trauell 
thefalterin the wayes of vnderſtanding and obedience. But 
alas, what ſhall wee (lay to the age wee now liue in,where roo 


few are carefull hereof , cither parents to teach, or children 
to learne the feare of the Lord: So little hope there is of 


propagating of picty from fathers to children at this day, 
that wee may :oſtly fearc leſt in the ſucceeding generations 
it will grow very ſcarce and rare to be found + other vles;, 


See Chap. 10,verſe 1. 
le belongeth to both the parents to informe their chil- 


dren in godlinefle and religion. 

If the care of the ſonne mull heare his fathers infiruction: 
the tongue of the father muſt noe faile to inſtru : If the 
mothers reaching is not to be deſpiſed, the mother hath then 


theplace of a teacher, Damid gaue precepts to Salomon, and 
fo did Bathſheba + that which his father caught him, hetaughe 7;., ,, 4 


others, and publiſhed the ame tothe whole church of Ged, ' z1. 1, @c. 
and (ohe did in hke-manner that which hee learned of his 


mother, | 
Firlt, the childrep arc as nearc in.natureto the one _ Reaſox 1. 
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trade of hug way, and when hee ts old hee will not depart from ut , 
whereunto that precept to the Epheſians is agreeable : Pa- . 
rents, bring vp your children in inftruction and information of the 
Lord. 

Timothy was ſo dealtwith, and accordingly inioyed the 
benefit of it : He knew the Scriptures of a childe, and by them 
was made wiſe to ſalnation , through the faith that is m Christ 
Teſns, And Salemons education was after the ſame manner 
(tor his parents made him not a wanton,though they loued 
him tenderly , but faithfully rawght him ) and theretore the 
bleſting of God was abundant vato him , for the increale of 
his wiſedome and vnderſtanding. | 

Firſt , in reſpe& of God this is expedient , vpon whom 
wee haue beene caſt from our mothers wombe , and there- 
fore it is equali that wee ſhould caft our ſelues vpon him 
from thence, that the firſt fruits of our youth, (trength, ca» 
pacity; wit, memory & wiſdome,may belanitied vnto him, 

Secondly,opportunity ealleth for it;this age is molt com- 


 modious for the rudiments of Religion , and the. foundati- 


on of vertues : young plants be flexible, and ca(ily made 

ſtraight : vices may be weeded out with lclle paines , if they 
be plucked vp before they have taken any deepe rooting in 
the heart: many wilde creatures are made tame, when they 
arc taken from their dammesteates,or neſts, 

Thirdly, danger ſhould griuevs vnto it; for if we learne 
not wiſedome while we arc yong, cyther we ncuer learne its 
or much more hardly, when wee beginne not before the e- 
wil day : And but few in compariſon of the multitude, that 
haue beſtowed their youthfull daycs in the delight of finne 
conuert their riper yearesto the ſeruices of God , though 
ſome yet doe obtaine grace and mercy to be reformed, - 

Fourthly,.childrey are mortall aſwell as elder men,ſubiet 
to puniſhment alſo, both before the iudgement ſeate of God, 
and in this life,if they be wicked, as the vntimely deaths of | 
two-and-forty vnhappy Boyes that mocked at Eliſha decla- 
reth . They were old enough to deride the Lords meilcn- 


and 


Per(.$.9. 


their lewdnefſe. Childhood was no protection tor them 
againſt the curſe which was denounced by the Prophet, or 
the ſlughter which was made by the Beares, 

Inſtruction, that the conlideration of all this moue Pa- 
rents and Ouer-ſcersto looke totiicir youth betimes, before 
Sathan bath by his corrupters marred all. So ſhall they per- 
forme the duties of belt loue.to their children {o ſhall they 
prouide for the future proſperity both of Church and com- 
mon-wealth (for it maketh much for the good of theflocke, 
that the Lambes be well looked vnto)and lo ſhall they make 
their owne lite and death to be much more comfortable. 
Andchildren areto be admomiſkedto be teachable, fo fuone 
as their gouernours ſee it ſealonable to teach them : and 
thoſethat by parents remiſleneſle , or their owne indocility 
and vntowardnes hauc loſt the morning of their age , by 

tarrying ſo long before they tooke their tourney towards 
heauen, letthem hence-forth redeeme the time, and trauell 
thefalterin the wayes of vnderſtanding and obedience. But 
alas, what ſhall wee ſay to the age wee now liucin,where too 
few are carefull hereof , cither parents to teach, orchildren 
to learne the feare of the Lord: So little hope there is of 
propagating of piety from fathers to children at thisday, 
that wee may iuftly feareleſt in the ſucceeding generations 
it will grow yery ſcarce and rare to be found » other vles;, 
See Chap. 10,verſe 1. 

le belongeth to both the parents to informe their chil- 
dren in godlineſle and religion. | | 

If the care of the ſonne mull heare his fathers infirudtion: 
the tongue of the father mult noe faile to inſtruct : If the 
mothers teaching is not to be deſpiled, the mother hath then 
theplace of a teacher, Damid gaue preceptsto Salomon, and 
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and therefore they were not too young to be plagued for 


Je. r, 


f{odid Bathſheba : that which his father caught him, he taught >... 4.4. and 
others, and publiſhed the ame tothe whole church of Ged, ' z1. 1, &c. 


and (ohe did in hke-manner that which hee learned of his 
mother, , x 


Firlt, the childrep are as nearc in.natureto the one i Reaſon 1. 
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the ocher, and therefore the one as well as the other, is ta 
performe the belt duties of loue vnto them. 

Sccondly, they haue both beene cauſes of (Infulnclle and 
corruption in their progeny, and ſo ought to be helpers to 
the reformation and cleanling of chem, 

Thirdly, it their fonnes and daughters proove yertuces 
and obedient, both parents inioy the honour and comfort 
of it : if they grow to be vicious and wicked, neither can be 
| freed from ſorrow and diſgrace: For it isſaid 5 e-1 wiſe ſonne 
waketha olad Father : but ja fooliſh ſonne is an heawineſſe to his 
Mother, Andza child ſet at tberty maketh his Mother aſhamed, 
and not his father onely : it Fd 
and good diſcretion, in reſpe of their owne happinelle, at- 
ter a {orr, thar neyther of them be wanting in this dutys 

Inſtruction, that foraſmuch as God requireth this of Fa- 
ther and Mother, and both are ioyntly bound to take care 
for the good education of their children, they ſhould afli(t 
one another by countenance, and confirmation of that 


which cither of them hath ſpoken in way of counſe!],appros 


bation, or reproofe, and ſo they labour together in lowing 
and watering , .contrary tothat wonted diuilion and oppolt- 
tion, which isin many places betweene husband and. wife, 
either of them ſtriving, with a contentious mind, to deſtroy 


. that which the other well buildeth : what the mother for- 
' biddeth, the father alloweth of: what the father condems» 
neth, the mother commendeth , Whom ke perſwadeth, ſhe 


perucrteth: whom ſhe rebuketh, hee incourageth . 'And let 
not Wiucs lay the whole burthen of this worke vpen their 
husbands ſhoulders, asthough themſelues had an exemp- 
tion from the weight thereof : no ſuch immunitie is any 


where granted vntothem, They ſhall be puniſhed for their 
negligence , if they be carelelſe : they ſhall be rewarded for 
_ their painefulnes z if they be faithfull : and they ſhall pro* 
ſper in their inceauours, if they be diligent, For many op- 
porturittes are given them, and their paines and care pre- 
vaile much , and are very vſefull, they being molt at home, 
and the little onesabout their fecte,, when the men are of- 


rentim.e9 
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ndeth then with wiſedome, 
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oftentimes abroad, about other imployments : Wherefore 

children alſo muſt know that the inſtruftions, the checks 

and commands of both are to be heeded and regarded with- 

ont partialiry, Althoughthy father be ſuperiour t although 

he hath more pawer to correc, and ability to reward: and 

thy mother in gifts, in ſtate, and in body be weaker, and of | 

letſe reputation,yet let not the preheminence of the one,nor 

the infirmities ofthe other imbolden thee to be vndutifull to 

either. | | 

God hath ioyned them together in commiſſion , andſce 

them ioyntly ouer the family , and therefore they are to be 

obeyed together in conſcience to his ordinance,cthe autho- 

rity of one comming fromthe ſame ſupreme power as the 

other, and tending to theſame end, and as much confirmed 

by precepts, promiſes,and menaces. What a curſcis threate 

ned to him that ſhall be contempruous tq both or any one 

of them ? The eye that mocketh his father , or deſpiſath the in- Procer.go.1 7. 
ftruttion of his mother , the Rawens of the valley, which are more 
fierce and cruell vpon their prey , ſhall picks it ont, and the yoong 

E agles who are more buſie and better able with their beakes fo 

dewoure, ſhall eate it. | 

( omely &e.) Noornament canfomuch adorne any, as m4 4; 

grace will, Theinward decking, is alwayes the moſt gorge- 

ous, andthe (pirituall attire the richeſt . Becauſe Sa/omen 

would haue the morecredie ginento this , andbe the better 

belecued, hee auerreth the ſame in another place, and 

that in his fathers wordsto him, in way of precept,counlell, 

and incouragement to intertaine wiſedome, Exalt her, and : 
hee ſuall exalt thee : fhee ſhall bring thee ro honour, if thon ine- Prover.4.8.9., 
brace her, ſhee ſhall gine a comely ornament wnts thine head, yea 

force ſhall Tine thee a Crowne glory. Andin this ſenſe is the 

Kings daughrer,the Church,coinmended in the Plalme; to 

be all glorious within , having her cloathing of broydered gold, Pſal454 1341 4: 


ay being browohr onto the King in rayment of needle-works, 
C | 


Firſt, allſilkes, and fiſuer, gold, pearles , and pitciout Reaſon 1. 
ſtones/ are but corruptible matter, atthefirlt receined from, 
G wormes, 


_ Ih 28 13-14, 


2, 


Cantic.1 $, 
Indg.$.28, 


Apoca'.I 9.8. 
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wormes, and ſhells, and out of the carth, and after wrought 
by the art of man : hut grace is of an heauenly nature, it gro- 
eth riot in the. ground, it isnat to be found inthe {eas (a 
lob reſtificth,) le Lord graucth it,and giueth it; boththe 
workemanſhipand donation of it is altogether by a divine 
hand. | 
Secondly, the worſtweare ſumptuous apparel, as well y 
the beſt, andthe vile more commonly than they that atc 
trndy honourable. Pharaohs horſes had coſtly trappingy, 
and the 1idianites Caraels had chaines of gold abour. their 
neckes;but grace is granted by priuiledge, and appropriated 
onely tothe Lords Nobles : None are arazed with pare far 
lianen, and ſlining which the righteouſneſſe of Saints, but luch 
as Chriſt vouchlafeth wortby to be matched wich himlelk 
in MATITI4NC, 
Thirdly, externall robes and ornaments, are very admi- 
rable and beautiful in\menscies onely, and many times molt 
relpeReg of thoſe which are moſt yaine, and fantaſticall: 
but God and Gods Angells, and his godly people doe high 
ly cltceme of grace and goodnelle in whomſocuer it ſhinath, 
Fourthly, gay clothes,&- iewels, will or may be worne out, 
or loſt, or (tolne, or ſpent, or by ſome ather meanesalienr 


ted from their owners 2 for there was atime when the dainty 
daughters of leruſalem had their (weet-balls, and bracelet, 

tablets, and carerings, and coftly apparrel , and wailes, and 
| fine linnen, and hoades, and lawnes, &c. and there. was a time 
after that, when. the Lord tooke themall away, and 5 fed 
of ſweet (anonr, there was a ftin "YE , and 4» fbeede of 4 giraielh 


rent, and inſteede of dreſſing the hare, balaneſſe., and nw 
in ſteedeof beauty. | 
FoltruRion;that foraſmuch as there is ſuch difference b& 
tweene theſe ,, and the one doth (o- farre excell the othe5 
then make a wiſe choiſc of the better , and rather be clad 


with Grace, than vith gold, or whatſoeuer elſe ſeemeth [pe | 


cious and goodly to humane ſenſes, The greateſt powpe 

& brauery of the world withoutthis, is-but as a frowlie go! 

mcat,full of ragges and patches, in compariſon of this w_ 
V 


þ 


Chaps, 


| 
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who would ſtrippe himſelfeout'ofs Princes robe, to clothe 
himſclfe wich a beggars cloake? and yet ſo do all light, yaine, 
proud, and garifh people, which rather defire/fine Coates to 
ſhew to men, than faithfull hearesin the ſight of God z fallly 
imagining themſelues, and others, to be fo farre hunou- 
rable; as they are richly decked , and vi/e rayment to be a 
ſufficiemcauſewhy the beſt men ſhould be'baſely vſed, Bue 
let theſe gay gallants remember that proud Herods royal 
apparell, could not preſerue his bowelly from the mouthes 
of contemptible vermin z: nor the rough garments or skins 
which Eliah, and John Baprift ware , did any way impaire 
their eſtimationor authoritie. h 


Verſe 10, Hy {anv; if ſinners doe intice thee, conſent thou 
or 


__ verſe, and the nine next folſowing,containe an ex- 
cellent caucat,to take heed of, and avoyde thoſe means 
which make the inſtruQtions of parents, or other governors 
fruitlelle, and of none efteRt, namely, pernicious, and' peſti» 
lent inticements, This matter he doth heere propound in 
the.generall, and more particularly amplifie afterwards, in 
that which followeth. 

Inthe generall hee forewarneth his ſonne; that is, cuerie 
godly man, and ſuch as addiAethr himſelfe to wiſedome and 
vertue, toibeware of ſeducers, ſhewing both'what manner 
of perſons they are ; vis; Sinners , and how ro be avoyded 
by net conſenting vnto them , or giving theleaſt care, or 
likingto their flatreries, and deceirfufſ-perſwaſions. 

My ſonne,&fc.) when any man beginneth torake good 
waies, heeis like to be reliſted by cuill counſells, Sec Chap. 
9.15% 

If ſamers, &c.) They thatbe naught'themſclues are rea- 
dy alſo toperuert others, See Chap.1 6.2 9. | 
| Conſent thownet, &c.) It is good before temptations, to 

be reſolved not to yeelde vnto them, | 
Salomes giueththiv precept to be learned ; before w_ 
G 2 


I+b 31.16 


Pxal.1 19.106. 
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be ſet ypon by deceiuers,tothe end thou mayelt bein a req 
dinelle , and the better prepared to withitand their pradti- 
ſeswhen thou ſhalt be allauleed. And heereof many Woo: 
thies; euenthe chiefe, and choiſe of holy men, have left ex 
amples to all poſteritics. As [ob plcading for himlclfe and 
maintayning his owne vprighencſle, againlt his ſriends ney 
playingthe parts of aduerſaries, proteſteth that he had made 
4 coyenart with biz eyes , and would not giuelibertie to his 
minde , ſo much as to thinke ox 4 maide. And Dazid al(y 
rofelled rothe Lord , who well knew the faichfulneſle of 
his hcart , and truth ofhis lippes ; that hee had ſworne, an 
axd would performe it , to keepe Gods righteous indgements, 
Firſt, it much confirmcth the heart, in thereſiſtance of 
every cuill, when he hath after a ſort abiurcd the ſame, and 
entred into bonds,and to couenants, for conſtant obedience 
vnto the Lord . Whereby it doth not onely repel] temptz- 
tions [o as they ſhall take none effeR, but abhorreth them 
alſo with hatred and deteltation , like as a faithfull wife,doth 


| lothe all (ollicirations tovillany and treachery againſt her 


husband. Neither will it onely deny conſent to any vnlas» 

full motions, but be alwayes (trongly fenced and furniſhed 

with invincible arguments, and realons of refulall. 
Secondly, hee that hath not yet concluded with hisowne 


; foule, reſolutdy to withſtand the allaults of Sathan , the 


motions oflinne, and the perſwaſionsof ſinners, hath due 
cauſe todoubt of his owne power, and to dread the forceof 
his foes that ſhall afſaile him: And alliſtance he cannot com- 
fortably expe from God , nor confidently call ypon him | 
for help, fithence hee yndertaketh the proteRion of none, 
which are not his ſworne andtruſty ſouldiers, 

Inſtruction to be as prouident, and well prepared to 16- 
pellthe ſmoothe perſwalions of Satan, and faines friends, 
the violent aſſaults of qur focs, and profetſed enemies : and 
fearc our owne corrupt nature , andthe perill of cuill coy 
pany , no lefle than peſtilene perſons , which have the 
plague-ſore vpsn them : And therefore every morning to 
take fome preleruatives next our hearts ,. agaioſt theſe dan- 

gers 
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gers,leſt wee ſhould be infeRed before we be aware,(ithence 
no diſeaſe is more contagious, no conſtitution more apt to 
take infeRion , and no lickenes, or death more fearefull or 
grievous: Get knowledge then and ynderltanding, that it 
may keepe thee : let other mens faults be admonitions to 
thee : trie thy (elfe, and take notice of the pronenelle of 
thine owne heart , to that which is cuill, and hearken with 
heedefulneſſe vato forewarnings , which Peter vpon confi- 
dence of his owne power neglecting , was ſoone after cir- 
cumuented by his aduerſary. | 

Reproofe ofthem thatare attentiue, and craRtable to the 
corrupteſt counſels, lifteniag to nothing with greater de- 
light, nor pong any thing with {o great a delire,, It 
is the common praciſeof many, to prepare entertainment 
for thediuell, and ſeduces, by playing the diuclls part, and 
ſeducingthemſclues, then when they are not tempted of 0- 
thers. For, doe they not beate their braincs, and bulie their 
heads continually in the contemplation of profites or plea- 
ſures, or promotions , or of ſuch things as they moſt ,lu(t 
after, propoſing ro them(clues an Heauen full of happineſſe, 
perfe&t happinelſle in the inivyment. thereof ? And then 
welcome is hee, and much ſhall he be made of, which will 
incite them to that which is ſo acceptable,and informe them 
withall, how they may be ableto compaſlle it. 

And thus then tliey openthe pores of their heart to the 
infeion of linners, and (harpen their appetites ſo that they 
be ready to bite as ſoone as cucr they haucthelealt kenne 


of Satans baite. 


Verſe 11. If they ſay, Come with vs, wee will lay waite for 
bloud, and lie prixily for the innocent without perill. | 


| hr fullowerh the particular handling of the former 
matter, inthisverſc, and divers of thereſt that follow, 
wherein are ſet down, firſt the inticing ſpeeches of ſinners ,as 
it were motiues to winne conſent, and afterwards the whole- 


ſome dillwaſion of the holy Ghoſt, as a retentiue to holde 
k | . G 3 them 
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them backe from yeelding. In both which wee have the 
counſell, orthat whereunto they doe moue vs, andthe le. 
verall reaſons whereupon the lame is grounded, The motis 
 ons8 of the wicked are to worke milchicte , and practiſe cru» 
elty by cunning, which che Spirit of God (crteth downe ace 
cording to their meaning,in odious termes , ſuch as their 
owne lippes wouldnot {o apertly vtter, and cl| pecially at the 
_ firſt + for ir were enough to fright and diſcourage one , yet 
not fleſhed in linne, to heare ſuch words : Let vs lay wave 
for blend; vndoe men, eyther by taking away their liucz,or 
hurting, if notvtterly oucrthrowing their eſtates , which is 
their purpoſe, but not alway their pretence : and lie primiy, 
like hunters for beaſts, and fowlers for birds, or theeucs 
by the way (ide, and enemies in ambuſkhment , difſemble 
and conceale our malicious, treacherous, and hurtfull plots, 
vntill wee hauc aduantage : for the i1mocent , whom God 1s 
ſtificthand approoueth of and who haue deſerued noluch 
intreaty at the hands of their oppreſſours; whom clamo- 
rous rongues notwithſtanding ſpare not to depravue,as if they 
were culpable of hainous offences : withoxrt perl, for lo doe 
the learned take theword heere vled in ſome other places, 
as lob 9. 17. And having hitherto declared both thematter 
and manner of their allurements , hee now beginnethto 
relate their arguments, whereby they goe about co inueigle 
the ſimple : and this firſt from the ſafety ofthe artempe,that 
they may take itin hand,and proceedein it freely, andwith- 
out feare of puniſhment, whichis brought in the beginning, 
and placed in the fore-fronr, to animate them againſt all 

dread and diſcouragements atthe on-(et. 

The Lordiudgeth of wicked mens wayes, according as 
they be 5 and notefter the pretences that are made of them. 
Farre is it from theirpurpole roapply their mouth proe 
felſedly to publiſh the bloudy cruelty of their mindes; and 
violent men are ſeldom heard togiue a voluntary teſtimo- 
ny of the innocency of thoſe that are oppreſſed by them; 
They never bragge more of their mercy and iuſtice , than 
when thoy are felt to be moſt injurious : and commonly 
they 


_- 
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they complaine of them to be very cuil] men, whom they 
mcanc to intreate in a very cuill manner. But God briogerh 
them in,faying, that which they ſhould ſpeake,iFthey would 
{pcake thetruth plainely without diſlimulation ; Wee wi lay 
wa.te for bloud : and lie primwly for the innocent , And hethar 
heere doth thus diſcouer their horrible iniquity, doth Ice- 
wiſe in other Scriptures, as much lay opentheir hideous, yee 
ſcerer, cloſe ; and hidden impicty : As where hee chargeth 
them toſay to God ,' Depart from» vs : For we deſire not the 1, 21.14. 
knowledge of thy wayes . Who ts the Almighty , that wee ſhould 
ſerne him? And what proſit ſhould wee haue, if wee ſhould pray 
onto him ? | | 

And, it s in vaine to ſerue God : and, what profit is it, that Mala., 1g, 
wee haue kept his commandement , and that wee walked humbly 
beforethe Lord of hoftes ? And where hee accuſeth them for 
laying vnto the Prophets , Prophecy nor Unto Vs right things, Eſay 40.10.11 
but (heake flattering things qnto Is : propbecy errours, depart out 
of the way : goe aſide ont of the path : cauſe the holy one of 1[ra- | 
ell to ceaſe from ws, 

Firſt, hee 'beholdeth «ll the intents and motions of the Re/ov 1. 
heart, and therefore better knoweth their mindes projieas, 
—_——_— thanthemſclues doc, ando is neuer deceiued 
in them, 

Secondly, hefore-ſeeth th'eftets and conſequents that 
will inſue vpon their words and actions , all the miſchicfe 
thereof is knowne vnto him, 

- Confutation of their erroneous expeations,which hope 
with as great facility toillude theeics of God , as they are 
wont to abuſe the eares of men : asthough hecould ſound 
no deeper into their praiſes , by ſeeing what they meane, 
than moreall creatures are abletodoe by hearing what they 
lay . Thinke they by the cloake or viſard of guilefull ſpee- 
chesto couer their ambition, their malice, cheir couctoul. 
neſle, or other corruptions, from the light of him, which is 
as well omniſcious, as omnipotent, whoſe knowledge is e- 
vom to his power? And no berter acourſe doe they take for 
t 


em(elues, which being impious and wicked, appeale from 
mens 
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DoAr.2. 


DoA.3. 
Pſal.11,3. 3. 


Eſa 594 5. 


mens rebukes to Gods owne ſentence, truſting to finde him 
more fauorable to their ſoules, % leſle diſpleaſcd with rheir 
ſinnes , thantheir miniſters, or neighbours, or friends, that 
rebuke them. For as their rebellion is molt againſt him, by 
thecontempe and tranſgreſſion of his righteous laws (0 is his 
iuſtice molt againſt chat,with perfect hatred and deteſtation, 
InftruRion , that therefore we extenuate our faults no 
more, to make them ſcene ſmal! : (for ſo we may cauſethe 
Lord todiſcouer the grieveuſneſſe of them) but letvsfinde 
out as much euill by our ſelues as we can, andacknowledge 
as muchas wee finde, that he may paſſe by, and pardon it, 
Lay waite &-c.) When cruell men intend moſt miſchicſe, 
they commonly makethe leaft ſhew thereof. See Chap. 12. 
__w&ſe 6, 
For the innocent, &-c,) Nene are fo much ſubiced to 
wrongsand injuries, as they which leaſt deſernethem. 
The more harmeleſſe any man is, the more harmes are 
wont to be attempted againſt him. Th 
The wicked bend their bowe , and make ready their arrowei 
vpon the ſtring, that they may ſecretly ſhove at the wpright ® 
heart. For the foundations ſpall be cat downe : but what hath the 
righteous done ? Teatruth faileth , and be that refraineth from 
euil , maketh him{clfe a prey. Neuer had any man ſ@ many 
and great indignitics offcred him, as Chriſt had, the onely 
perfect and abſolnte righteous one, fromwhom aloncall 
that will be reputed righteous, or liue righteouſly, muſtre- 
ceive their righteouſneſſe. And they that came mearelt vi- 
to him, and were moſt like him in grace and i 
haucin all ages beene moſt maligned, and madelikeſt vnto 
him in troubles and ſufferings : as appearcth by the com- 
plaints of Dama, of Elyah, o Teremy, and of other the Pro- 
phets: and by the predictions of Chriſt, and the hiſtories, 
andeclimonies of the new Teſtament, concerning the con” 
dition of Pal, and thereſt of the Apoſtles. 
Firſt, a blameleſſe converſation hath at all times beene 
offenſiue to vnrighteous men, which doe nothing but of- 
fend : and therefore they ſeldome purſue their- enemies 


with 
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vith greater hoſtility & Gercenes than they doe their harm- 
leiſe neighbours and brethren, 
Sccondly, they are diucrs wayes imboldned to fer vpon 
theſe, of whom the greater part are poors, and not able to 
defend them(clues, and friendlefle allo, hauing little prote- 
Aion from others : and full of meekenefle, fo that albeit 
their power could ſcruethem, yet their copſciences would 
not permit them to'takereuenge. = 
It may ſeeme then to be (afer , and more agreeable to Obiettion. 
wiſedome, for to walke in the broad way , with the mul- 
titude , and to ſinne with the wicked , ſithence juſtice, 
and vprightneiTe cauſe cnemics and troubles, Who would 
expolc himſelfe tacnuy , hatred, reproaches, and moleſta- 
tions, by refirayning himſelfe of that which his ficſh 
doth delire , when hee mighe purchaſe to him(ſelfe , both 
fauour , and peace, by following his delights , and taking 
his liberty 2 
This indcede might ſeeme a ſufficient cauſe toconfirme eAn/were. 
the lewd man in his licentiouſnes , and to diſ-hearten the 
godly in his goodnes, if the one were delſtirute'of a deliue- 
rer, and the other free from a Iudge, and neither reward 
& nor puniſhment remained for apy : .but foraſmuth'as the 
Lord, isa guardian, and vndertaketh the cauſe of the righ- 
tcous, how weake ſocuer', and as a reuenger eth him- 
lelfe againſt thewicked, though never fo mighty ; there- 
fore the righteous (notwithſtanding all his aduerſaries, and 
the worlt that they can doe). muſt needes bein better cafe 
than the wicked, with his companions; friends, and faueu- 
rers. | 
Wolues and foxes are ſtronger than ſheepe, and craf- 
ticr allo,. but not {o ſafe,/ norſo-well provided for,  becauſe' 
the Shepheard taketh care-for the welfare of the flocke , & 
huncerh after their liucs ; Let vs heare him ſpeaking to this 
poine which {pake by inſpiration,and experience, both fore- 
knowing his words to be eruc., and ſeeing the accompliſh- 
ment of them afterwards : Fithout canſe haue they hid the P(4l-30,7.8.9. 
it and their net for me : wahout canſe hae theydig ged 4 pit for ©© 
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46 PROVERBS. . Chap.t, 
mens rebukes to Gods owneſentence, truſting to finde him 
more fauorable to their ſoules, % lefle diſpleaſcd with their 
ſinnes , thantheir miniſters, or neighbours, or friends, that 
rebuke them. For as theirrebellion is molt againſt him,by 
thecontempe and tranſgreſſion of his righteous law, ſo is his 
iuſtice moſt againſt that,with perfet hatred and deteſtation, 

InſtruRion , that therefore we extenuate our faults no 
more, to make them ſceme ſmall : (for ſo we may cauſerhe 
Lord todiſcouerthe grieveuſneſſe of them) but letvs finde 
out as much euill by our ſelucs as we can, andacknowledge 
as muchas wee finde, that he may paſſe by, and pardon it, 

Lay waite &-c.) When cruell men intend moſt milchieſe, 
they commonly makethe leaſt ſhew thereof. See Chap. 13. 
verſe 6, 7 

For the innocent, &-c,) None are ſo much ſubject to 
wrongsand iniuries, as they which leaſt deſernethem. 

The more harmeleſſe any man is, the more harmes are 
wont to be attempted againſt him, 

The wicked bend their bowe , and make ready their arrowe! 
vpon the ſtring, that they may ſecretly ſhoote at the wpright ® 
heart. For the foundations ſpall be cait downe : but what hath tht 
righteous done ? Teatruth faileth , and he that refraineth from 
exill , maketh himſclfe a prey. Never had any man ſ@ many 
and great indignitics offcred him, as Chriſt had, the onely 
perfect and abſolate righteous one, from whom alopeall 
that will be reputed righteous, or live righteouſly, multre- 
ceivetheir righteouſneſſe. And they that came mearcht v1- 
to him, and were moſt like him in grace and innocencie, 
haucin all ages beene moſt maligned, and madelikeſt vnto 
him in troubles and ſufferings : 8s appeareth by the com- 
plaints of Darid, of Elyah, of Teremy, and of other the Pro- 
phets: and by the prediRtions of Chriſt, and the hiſtories, 
andtcſlimonies of the new Teſtament, concerning the con” 
dition of Paw!, and thereſt of the Apoſtles. 

Firlt, a blameleſſe converſation hath at all times beene 

offenſive to vnrighteous men, which doe nothing but of- 
fend : and therefore they ſcldome purſue their enemies 


wit 
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vith greater hoſtility & fGercenes than they doe their harm- 
leiſe neighbours and brethren, 
Secondly, they are diucrs wayes imboldned to ſer'v 
theſe, of whom the greater part are poore, and not able to 
defend themſclues, and friendlefle alſo, hauing little prote- 
Aion from others : and full of meekenefle, ſo that albeit 
their power could ſcruethem,, yet their conſciences would 
not permit them to'takereuenge. = 
le may ſeeme then to be f(afer , and more agreeable to ObieTion. 
wiſedome, for to walke in the broad way , with the mul- 
'titude , and to ſinne with the wicked , lithence juſtice, 
and vprightnelTe cauſe enemics and troubles, Who would 
expolc himſelfe tacnuy , hatred, reproaches, and moleſts- 
tions, by refirayning himſelfe of that which his ficſh 
doth deſire , when hee mighe purchaſe to himſelfe , both 
fauour , and peace, by following his delights , and taking 
his liberty 2 | 
This indeede might ſeeme a ſufficient cauſe to confirme eAn/vere. 
the lewd man in his licentiouſnes , and to diſ-hearten the * 


godly in his goodnes, if the one were deſtitute of a deliue- 
rer, and the other free from a Iudge, and neither reward 
nor puniſhment remained for apy : .but foralmuzh'as 'the 

Lord, isa guardian, and vadertaketh the cauſe of the righ- 


tcous, how weake ſocuer , and as a reuenger —_— him- 


lelfe againſt thewicked, though neuer ſo mighty ; there- 
fore the righteous (notwithſtanding all his aduerfaries, and: 
the worlt that they can doe). muſt ncedes be in better Tafe 
than the wicked, with his companions; friends, and faueu- 
rers, 
Wolues and foxes are [tronger than ſheepe, and craf- 
ticr alſo, but not lo lafe;] norſo-well provided for;  becauſe' 
the Shepheard taketh care-for the welfare of the flocke , & © 
huncerh after their liucs ; Let vs heare him ſpeaking to this 
poine which {pake by in(piration,and experience, both fore- 
knowing his words to be. eruc., and ſeeing the accompliſh- 
ment of them afterwards : 'ithomt canſe haue they hid the P(41.30,7.8.9. 
Pit and their ut for me : withowt canſe have they dig ged 4 pit for ©* 
H 7 


Lak 


*Terem.5.1 
=> . 


Plal. 11.6. 


Promer,7.19, 


- ten him 
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my ſoule. Detruition ſhall come vpn him at vnawares, and the 


net that hee hath layed prinily, ſhall take him, hee ſhall fail mte 


the (ame deitruttion . Then my (oule ſpall be ioyful in the Lord: 
it ſhall retoyce in his ſaluation . All my benes ſpall ſay, Lord,whi 


' ts like vntothee, which delinerest the poore from him that 15 to 


ſtrong for him : yea the poore, and h1m- that us in miſery from. 
bim that fpoileth him? —_ LV41h 
Inſtruction, that when thow-emptieſt tliy felfe of vill, 
and beginneſt co grow better, thou (tore thy felfe with pru- 
dence,and be made more cautelous and warty of theirplots, 
and ſtratagems ; andvſe the helpe, and take the benehtof 
faith, which will ſupportthy heart, and ininifter powerto 
vndergoe-that with patience, which thou canſt not preuent 


_ by viſcdome,. 


Andasthere is acombination , and conſpiracy of cruell 
ſpoylers againſt therighteous, to make them their prey,and 
tolwallow them vp,ſoitis needful that there ſhould'be con- 
cordamong the righteous themſclues, yea a contuntion & 
vnion; cuery one being a counſcller, a ſhicld, ard arme of 
defence to another, | 

Without peril, 6c.) Hope of lafety is one of the principal 
cauſes of all wickednes. . hy 

Who goethabour'any miſchicie, but he concladeth with 
himſelfe,neuer to be cl pied, or knowne,nevet robe brought 
forth to ſhame or puniſhment ? ſo they imboldned them- 
felucs in /eremies time: (:though denying the Lord', as the 
Prophet acculcththem) ſaying, It is not hee, ntirb+r ſhalt the 
plague come pon v1, nenther ſhall wee ſee ſword or fame: And 


: 


| the Pr ophers be as the winde, and the word 1s not in them. And 


thelike was:done in Danids time,. He (aith in his heart, T foal 
meyer be mayed., nor be in danger: By this reaſon the Harlot 
OUCICaME theyoung man; andbroughthim tothe Navgh» 
ter : My huſband u« gone afarre off , and wilt not retarne it 
halle, heeisſure enough; ſaiththe. And by this that curſed 
counlell of thelewiſh Prieſts, perſwaded the ſonldiersto bt 
lie Chriſt, and hisDiſciples, and to (ay; that they had Ntv# 
out of the Sepulchre , thar if the worſt carne, that: 


could 
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could come , they would doe well enough with the Tudge, 
and ſaue them harmeletle, Bp) 

Firſt, if the dread of danger be remooued, the feare of 
God, which isa (trong and neceflary band to lincke his peo- 

le to himſcl'e, and detaine them'from cuill, is either whol- 
ly aboliſhed, or much hindred fromit working, 

Sccondly,take that away, and {inne will ſceme delireable, 
Satan ſhall have full hearing, and be credited in all his mo- 
tions, a3 @ wileand friendly counſeRler ,' that fecketh mens 
commodiries, delight, reſt, cafe, aduancement, and welfare 
in euery thing, as by his fuccetle with Exe appeareth« 

Conviction of many, yea of the molt part, and greateſt 
number of people robe giuen over to this dilulion; that 
chey may take theit fill of filthy luſts}, and worke all man- 
ner of wickednes; though never ſo erroneous and hatefull; 
and yet preſume of ſecrecy,as not to be found out,or looke 
for impunity , as notto be plagued. gickedneſſe ſaith of the 
wicked, in the hearts;/almoltof all godly and civill men, that 
there 1s no feare of God before his eyes . What finneis there of 
grotle prophanenclle, of blaſphemy , of Sabbath-breaking, 
of arrogancy, of cruelty, of whoredome, of couctouſnes, of 
all kindeof falſhood, iniuſtice and iniquitie, whichin theſe 
daycs maketh nora publike proclamation, in eucry place,as 
being openly commirted ? 

Inſtruction, for any which would eſcape the baites of 
linne, whereby ſo many thouſands of millions are caught 
and deſtroyed, to make 7obs conclulion , that the diſcouery 
of cuety crime isas cerraine tsthe practiſe, and the iudge- 
ment-for"it'as (tire as the guiltines of it, For what portion 
({aith he) ſhould [ hane of God from: aboue ? and what inhe« 
ritance ofthe Almiobty from on high * 1s not deftrutton tothe 
vicked, andftrange puniſhment, tothe workers of iniquitie? doth 
ve #23 behold ny wayes and tell all my ſtepper ? Ler vs then as 

ee oefire notto be ſeduced | rake heedethar wee fuffer jwot 
Sathan to faſten his perſvaſton ypon vs, and inchanr vs 
«hchis charine of ſecret,” and (afe inning, butlet vs know 
Ir # (Urety that wicked deeds wil cry out and be clorous, 
>200Y H 2 
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and our conſciences wil cry out and accuſeys,& who know- 
eth whether they will not prouoke vs to bewray our lelue; 
openly ? And though-thy conſcience- could be burntto 
death with an hot yron, yet the living God will bring ll 
P/4.94.9-10. ſecrets to light out of darkenes : Shall not he know that tex- 
cheth man knowledge ? e And ſhallnot be ſee that made the ye! 
eAnd ſpall not he torrett that chatiſeth the nations ? hee he 
teth all cuill with a perfe& hatred , becauſe hee is perfedtly 
righteous: hee is by ludge of the world, and his offices 
to plague liners: hee is omnipotent , and hath power ſub 
ficient againſt the greateſt : and though he forbeare long, 
yet hee will ftrike home at the laſt. 

Admonition to them that haue charge of others , either 
publique or domeſticall, that they give not —_ 
ment to offenders, by too much indulgence leſt by remi 
nelle in their gouernement, they corrupt their flocke, and 

. makethcwſclues acceflary to their offences : the ſhewing 
of fooliſh pitty, though butto a few, turnethoften ro great 
cruelty , and that to many : Remember what is ſaid inthe 

Deuter.12.8, Law, Thine eye ſhall not putty him : So ſhalt then take away exil 


Deuter.) 77+ from among you; 


Verſe 12. We will ſwallow them wp aline , like a granc, exes 
whole, as thoſe that goedowne into the pit, 


Ow followeth the ſecond reaſon of thele-remptaters 
drawne from the faciliticand ealines of their exploitgo 
preucnt the donbes that might ariſe 8gainſt,thejr.proces 
dings , for the difficulty of their attempt, and+the doubt: 
| fulnes of the ſuccellez becauſe many that could be content 
to doc any cuill that may bring good to thernſelucs, or hut 
to the innocent; yer for feare of foile, repulſe; or cuilHfue 
celle,arc the more ynwillingly drawne vnto4.Now therfort 
inticers cuermore take this ſcruple away, and make the fim- 
plebelecuethat they can effeRit without any trouble. They 
arc able with as much eaſc, and as little reliſtance to 0uet 


come and prey vpon the living, whemthey takejn handeo. 


- 


. Verſ.12. PROVER'S Ss. 7) 
vndoe , as the graue doth receive, and conſume the dead 
corps, thatare buried in it. Jang vanes 
Vngodly menpreſume they ſhall ſpeede well, how-lewd DX.z. 
ſocuer their enecrpriſes-bey. ; >) 11) th Mild. v che Sian 
The proud «Egyptians came bragging after|the poore 
Iſraelites, ſaying, Wee wil purſue, wee will onertake them, wee Exod 1 5.9. 
will dinsde the fpoile, onr 1ufk ſpall be ſazxsfied vpon them, we will 
draw our fwords; oxr.hands [ball deffroy them, - 4 tht | 
leſabel (ware, that ſhee would make a [pecdy diſpatch of 
Elyah : And the forty that had vawed Pawier death,thoughe 
them(ſclues (o ſure that they would neither cate nor drinke 


vneill "or had rid ou wee 2m Way. MEER | 
. | Firſt;they are and puited vp-with raine confidence, 7; ; 

cruſting to their _ and policics,, their practiſeand experi. hs 

cnce, their power and riches, their number and multitude: 

they recount their alliance and kinred, and what friends they 

can make, by whoſc countenance and credit, they thinke to 

compale great matters 'z andif need lorcquire, out-coun- 


tenance great. Mcn.. | | | 
Secondly, they are ignorant, or not perlwaded, that God 


diſpoſeth of all affaires, by his prouidence, according to his 
will. | | 
- Thirdly, the Lordin his righteous judgement , giveth 
them ouer to that illulion many times, ypon their diſap- 
pointment to vexe ther, and ſhamethem, andthat for the 
raine of the reprobate 2, and the repentancg of them that 
-- {nfixruRtion;.to be vtterly yalike tothem, beth in aRi- 
ons, and expeaations, that our workes be yoide of cruelty, 
and iniuftice.,, and our hearts be free from proud conceits, 
and immodeſty,to do nothing. that is notagrecable to louc ; 
and <quity'5 and yer not arroganilyallot our (clues (ſuch ſuce 
celle as guy ſeluesdelire, hut belatisficd with chatwhichehe 
Lord preſcribeth« Goeto now/(faith Saint James) yerhat ſay, 
to day, or to morrow , wee will goe ito ſuth 4 Cuy, and conti- 
we there a yeare , and buy and [ell , and get gaine , and yet yee 
Canna tell what ſhall be on the morrow, &c, Doth it become a 
LP mortall 


- 
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mortall man,a baſe creature, {o full of folly,iniquity andims 
potency,prelumptuou (ly to take v pon hirm Gods office,and 
-makea decree forthe future events of marters ? Is it note. 
quall that they ſhould finde the vanity of theirimaginati. 
on8'; and with ſorrow;'and ſhame-be defcated of their (et. 
led hopes and purpoſes? And that vamercitull and bloudy 
men may (ſo be al} the-righteous ovght to iImportune the 
Lord with their prayers; for otherwile',\if cheirmightwere 
arilwerable'tothcir minds, it would be roo True which they 
"(ay , they will be as go0d; orfathers bad as their words, 
like open (cpulchres toſwalſow/vp; and deuoure the poore, 
and yet remaine (til-vnfatiate. Obſerue howaptly the holy- 
.Ghoft hath deeiphered boththeir Cehires ard practiſes; by 
reſetnbling/ thenivnto graves ? 'For doe they: not cate vp 
and waſte all that come into their panches ? Remaine they 
not (like Pharaoby fll-fauoured leane kine) full of neede and 
beggaty , © #frer they have deuoured 'many menseltates? 
Andrhough plaguy yearcs bring them neucr 19 many boo- 
ties, continue they not vnſatiable, (t1]] hungring and raven» 
ing after much more? 

Conſolation, that becauſe they promiſe to themſelucs (0 
much , as not onely like beaſts to bite the innocent , bure. 
uen like graues to conſume them :'beciuſe: a ſmaller iprey® 
will not content them ; but they muſt haue cheir:houſes full 
of other mens beſt ſubſtance ; therefore the Lord will r& 
ſtraine them gf their willes, and diſappoynt their expeAs- 
tions , for hee reſiteth the proud , and detainethnotonely 

- grace but powet fromthem. As-by the foyle 6f the brag- 
ging King of Sia, and theconfulion'of the infolent King 
of Aſiria appeateth: wereit not ſo, all the faithfull-would 

be buried av it were in their bowells : a godly man; @righte- 

ous man, a man of any vertue, of civility would (carce be 

found liuing in any good eſtate vpon the earth;/-the-world 

even in all places with worldlings which would be 
ers, JIb2 af ——_ 


. : " 
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Verſe'33, Wee ſhall _ al prociow richer and Te hog 
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l 
ferwith fpoyle.” wo BGA = i= dee; 


1.8 verſe Nedeck their third reaſor,'which's _ 
from the commodity'that they Nig” pe by their at- 
rempt,not pelfe nor trumpery,nottriflesof obey bit ri- 
ches of ill forrs,andthoſewhith are preeivitz,ant} abou - 
dance,wherewirh they (hAl Abreihelr Hoaſes axC&hd AER 
doe, when they have the ſacking of Cities and Shen 
the prey; | 

RoſpeR of gaine is an inducement to muehiniquirie, 
what i$theedilf which meri will noteriterprife ; Shotth 
haverhe hope; much mofreche aſſurance, Wy beithy chriched 
by it?Examples hereof we have in Gehezs, in Indas;in Somen 
Magiujin Demetrius the Siluer-Smith of E Epbeſh 81 many O- 
thers:The A poſtls teſtimony in this marter is better known 
than regarded, Thatrhey.which will be "Df ito tener ations 
and ſyares,and into many fooliſh and noy/ome luits whith 4fowne' 


w3eh 111 perdition; ant acftraftion. For ke tes of wwoney, the 
roote of all exill, 7, The divtlF hath caught fo'many with 
is & fe 'bort _ Minit andre of all 


rates nd ebntiti was'iti h opt to hate prevai- 
ted bes pi riſth leeB in "THEY &fhalt 


be handfed tore atfargeitithiiing I 
» AqQiLIC, 5 verſe. got ey cb 
Vele ont POHFE4rt thy hel tus © whe will all 
5 fofl O oat 


hau& one p 18G 198 2Ut% vol: 


o v1503 10t aver vim 2 R 

I ficreisan bien irate plity ec 
| red may thinke Morn hall takeas mych Ares, 6 
s others,” bur find&fefſe"ga DINE is $i ers: 

hat you beth naſters i 4 nets 

niefe, wit challengethe moſtynto youre th joy 

any , and of an old confetleracy ,” will nuke my part t 
calt ; Anſwere,, Yea the boory ſhall be'diuided moſt'es * 


a :1ally , andrhen according cothefaſhion of an 
wil 
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_ 


171, Nabal,which was ſo franke in good cheare to hisſh 


Nahbuw 2.12. 
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will caft lots to determine each mans part , andthat which 
is more, thou ſhaltin the meanc time have money of vg if 
thou wanteſt to defray thy charges : thou ſhalrliue of our 
purſe , and weein the like caſe will of thine z we will haves 
common baggeamong vs. | « 
They which are pwoft vnrightcous ſecme yer ſometime 
tuſtand libergll to ſome. , 
ſhearers,as to make them «fea? like 4 K ing,may bet t 
eo haue kept touch withthem alſo for their wages, and pail 
them their due, and yet is branded by the Holy-Gholt for 
a churle, and a curriſh miſer. | Q.. | 
Firſt, the worſt are proud, and ambitious, and conctout © 
of credit, and therefore few of them be willing to. incurte 
the hatred and deteſtation of all men. * {2d 
Secondly,nature isnot (o fully extinguiſhedin them, but 
that ſome ſparkes thereof are yet aliue, which will compel 
themto make ſomeof their fricnds partakers of that which, 


 theygather. 


_ . The Prophetcompareth the « {ſhriars to ficrce and tt. 
uenous witde rot , and yct ſaith he; the Zoom we reart 
in peeces enough for lus whelps, and woriewjor by Lyone [e:Of- 
Thirdly ot they thould ENT be infniow ye 
and kinde to.none ,.none would be ſociable with. them, , of 
in any theit cauſes, be aſſiſting vnto them. They cannot dos 
ſo much hurt, as they deſire, without ſome helpe, and they 
cannot baue helpe without ſome requitall ,: And therefore 
they giue appearance of honeſty and bencficence , {o fail 
as may make for their owne good, and will ſerue theit 
tuyne,,, and.ſo farre-forth cucn the divell will ſhew himſefe- 
beneficial, deale truely and performe his promiſe. _ 
1aſtruRion, notto be too ſwift and lauiſh in prailing che 
bounty and hoſpitality of the nicked, ſometimes 10 3 fev! 
when we ſee them otherwiſe opprefſours of many. T bicu®, 
and rqbbers. are knowne often to be prodigall in their ex 
penſes, and to pay the ſhot for all the company, an&« 3 
vngorthy to becalled cither bountifull, or liberall ; and P 
2 ff 
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e the other to betermed mercifull or hoſpitall. But theſe 
will mens examples, may (erue to prouvke their bettersto 
eiuſtice, mercy, and liberality : Forif they that arewor- 
ers of iniquity deale equally with any , it becommeth thee 
hich art the (ecruant of God to doe fo withall : if their pur 
s be alwayes open to ruffians and roiſters the limbs of the 
ivell; let not thine be cuer ſhut to thy godly poore bre- 
ren, the members of Chriſt, whomchou leeſt in neceſliry, 
ndart ableto relicue. 
This kinde of corrupt community is mentioned in way 
f reproofe , and condemned as a dangerous baite of linne; 
ut that beneficence which isconferred vpon the Saints of 
od, isoften commended and ftrialy commanded, and 
atha promiſe of large recompence annexed vntoit: And 
ere by obſeruation of their exorbitant manner of largelle, 
eemay lgarne the right rules of ſound-liberality ; as firſt, 
hat thou muſt be good , andnot a (inner as they were, if 
hou wilt hauc the credit or comfort of thy goodnes. 
It isrecorded for the honor and euerlaſting praiſe of the 
{acedoniansthat(praying Paul with great inftance to receine 
he grace and fellowſhip of miniſtring which is toward the Saints ) 
hey gane themſelues firſt unto the Lord. Secondly , thou 
mult be moſt beneficiall tothem thatarebeft , if they and 
n as muchneedof thy help asothers. Them eſpecially will 
hrilt acknowledge at the laſt day, and that to their praylſe 
nd promotion , which haue fed, clothed, harboured, or 
ny way comforted him : and wheare they but thoſe which 
1aue ſhewed that mercy and kindnes, to his, cucn to his 
Doore brethren, who beleeue in him? All the Ale and Wine 
hat is beſtowed vpon drunkards 7 all the feafts'and ban- 
qucts that are made for gluttons : all the money or lands 
nat are {ſpent vpon blaſphemers, idolaters, or any other, 
nat walke inordinately are mil-ſpent and waſted, no recom- 
dence from-God remainethfor them. Thirdly,beware,that 
nder the pretence of kindneg,of curtelic,or a liberall mind, 
nou leeke not to peruert men , and corrupt their hearts, as 
d infetthem with popery, or erronecus opinions, or (lie 
theſe 


Afes 4.4. 
Hebr.13.16. 
Matth,z5. 


1.Corint, 8.4.5. 
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theſe here ſpoken againſt ) to intice them to thefts and rol 
bcries, or to allurethem to gaming and vnthriftines , or 
induce them to Tavernes or Tipling-heuſcs, or to infor 
them to dripke immoderately in thine owne houſe: : lith 
cauſe have they to render thee thankes for thy colt, 
whom thy coſtis. made a poiſon, and like to coſt chem thei 
welfarc and ſalvation. And laſtly , centrary tothe courled} 
theſe crucll ſpoilers , vpon whomſocuer thou beltovel} 
ought, or for what purpoſe ſoeuer, be ſure that thou hav? 
a right in that which thou giueſt, and a lawful! title to it,andÞ 
not robbe one to relicue another. . : 
He that is an vnrighteous getter can never be deemedi3 
mercifull giver, vnlelle with Zachexs, he make full reltitus 


* 


on tothoſewhom he hath wronged. . £ 


Verſe 1 5. My Sonne, walke not mthe Way with them: Fe : 
fraine thy foote from their path. 


Ne” are we come to the retentiue, or diſſwaſion;whae 
by the Spirit of God with=holdeth his children from 
conlenting- to the cunning inticements of finfull ſeducety 
which he firſt beginneth with adchertation , and then cot 
firmeth with arguments. 

© The dehortation is vſed in this Verſe as an Antidote! 
counterpoylon againſt their virulent tongues, direftly of 
polite totheircounſell or call : {ome (ſay they) and goe wh 
vs ; My ſonne, (faith he) walke not inthe Way with them, COſ- 
verſe not with ſuchin friendſhip , familiarity, or fellowſhip 
renounce their acquaintance , and haue little to doe with 
them : refaine thy foote from their path ; be not where the) 
haunt, or are,ifthou canlt chooſe, 


Doftrin, Azwellthe company , as the converſation of the wicked 
I p is to beceſchewed, 
Beware of commerce and ſociety with them, declines 
much asthou maicſt from their very preſence, exceptthov 
- beasa Philirion tothem , or neceſſity of ſome duty of rel 
80D, or vi thy vocation, or loue,or of humanity,com 


of 
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ee to be with them . Many wiſe men haue beene ſeduced 
ere, many ſtrong men haue fallen vpon this ground, for 
is (lippery, T his, if there were no other cauſe, mighe juſt. 
dctaine vs from ſtage-playes, andother exerciſes of the 
me nature, which ill company is wont to frequent, And 
his may admoniſh vs to be well aduiled whom wee admit 
to our houſes, and into whoſe houſes wee betake our 
luesto dwell , but chiefly with whom we ioyne our (elues 
marriage, the (trongelt bond of humane focictie, See 


hap.9.6. verſe 13.20. 


Verſe 16. For with their feete they runne to exill,and make 
pafte to ſhead blond. 


He deceiuers come armed with guilefull ſhewes of rea- - 
ſon, like (words, and offenſive weapons to wound mens 
onſciences by drawing them into miſchiefe; and therefore 
he holy Ghoſt offcreth vs ſubſtantiall and forcible argu» 
nents, lice ſhiclds, and defen(tue weapons, to refiſt them : 
hereof we haue one heere, taken from their hurtfull cruel 
diſpolition, which appeareth by their effes, the doing of e- 
ill, and the ſheading of bloudg(pecially-by the maner there. 
pf, in that they runrie and make ſuch haſte thereunto, And 
his aſſumed out of their owne words in the eleventh verle. 
Ie is the property of the wicked to be preſt and ſwift to Doitrine, 
ll ehat is cuill. | 
They creepe like Snayles, or limpe asifthey werelame, Pſal 50. 18. 
nd draw their legges after them, when they are called ro | 
ny good ſervice: butskippe with Hindes feet, and flic with © 59-6; 
Swallows wings , When they goe about any matters of miſ- Rem3-15- 
hiefe. Heercof wee haue an example in Rehum and Shim- x2, 2 v 
bas, who arc ſaid to gee upto Jeruſalem in all the haite,to cauſe 
he lewes to ceaſe from.s building of the Temple . And the dan- Mar.b.25. 
ing minion went with ſpecde to Hered, and azked the head. 
ff [obn Baprift . And they were minded tomakelittle delay 
n the execution of their bloudy deſigne,who in their com- 
ination bound themſclues by oath,neither to cate nor drinke, 
mtu they had zilled Paw . Neither were the Sodomites long * 29% 23.12. 
| I '2 in 


— 


Geneſss I 6, 


Reaſon I - 


Drevuer. 4.7. 


5 PROVERBS. Chap. 


in aſſembling themſelues, but were quickely come toge 
ther out of all parts of the citie, for the attempting of chy 
moſt yonaturall and filthy fat vpon Ze and the Angelly, 
Firſt, ſinneis pleaſant to (infull nature,alluring their hear 
and affections vntoit , as dainty foode doth the appetite; 
For they eate the bread of miquity , and drmke the wine of v- 


, lenc FE. 


Secondly, Sathan hath them in ſubicRion, and thrulkthZ 
them forwards as [laucs, and bond-men toall enormities, ? 

Thirsly, they fearethe preuention of their praCtiles,and? 
therefore haſten (o faſt, to preuentall the impediments ani 
interruptions thereof, | 2 

InſtruQtion , to teach the godly wiſedome and warinel:3 
to eſcape the cuill which they deſire to doe them , as Pai? 
preuented the praQtiſes of thoſe forty conſpirators; remen.? 
bring alwayes, thatthey will haſte , and negle& no oppor} 
tunity of working miſehicfe. And withall to flic as fall from 
euill , as they polt toit : andto hie with as much ſpeedeto 
goodneſlc, as they runne from it : For the Maſter which 
weclerue is better than theirs, our worke is better, our w% 
ges is betrer, our companions are better, all our incourage 
ments are better , and why then ſhould wee be (louthfulle 
and ſlower? 1 will runze the way of thy commandements ((aith 
the Prophet) when thou ſhalt inlarge my heart : «And 1 mit 
hate, and delayed not fo keepe thy cCommandements. [f we would 
not haue the Lord to make delay of his help and merces to 
vs, it (tandeth with wiſedomenot to protract the time bes! 
force we performie our (eruices to him, | 
| Conlolation for them, who (when they doe any euill, u 
euery one doth too too often ) are rather drawneinto it by 


, the violence oftemprations, or of natural corruptionsthan 


willingly runne intoit with delight, That which they molt 
dclire, and dire their courle vnto, they come too ſhort of 


and what they loath , and labour to decline from, they fl 
vpon anddalh againſt, to their woe and forrow.. See Ch#: 


10.23, 


; yak 


Perſ.17. PROVERBS. 59. 


Verſe 17. For in vaine ts the net ſbread before the eyes. of all 


that hath Wins. 


$ before hee aduiſeth the godly to be cautelous, and 

"I notroyeelde to the inticements of theſe wicked terp- 
ters , becauſe all their waies tend to-che doing of hurt : {o 
heere hee dilſwadeth them, by another argument, from the 
vncertaine event of their attempts , contradicting their 
bragges, and abſolute promiſes which they made to them 
ſelues of proſperous ſuccelle, in the twelfth and thirteenth 
verſes, and this heedoth by a limilitude : althoughthey be 
as confident of ſpeedingwell, as if they had gottenthe prey 
already : yet can they no moreallured!y lay thattheir coun- 
ſells and purpoſes ſhall take efteR, than an vnskilfuil Fowler 
(which laicth his ſnares and grinnes openly ) cancertainely 


affirme , that he will catch the birds that flic by, and obſerue- 


his nets, : 

Net ſpread, &c.) Malicious and crafty men apply them» 
ſelues as bulily to intrappe the innocent as Fowlers doc to 
catch birds. | 

This did Micah marke , and much complaine of faying , 
They all lie in waite for blogd : enery man hunteth his brother 
with anet. And the Church of God at that time , when the 
Lamentations were written, did both (ce and feele,and groane 
vader this, and publikely bemoaneit, laying; Ifme exemies 
chaſed me ſore lites Bird, without cauſe. 

Firſt, they thinke themſelnes more annoyed with honeſt 
men, which obſerue and deteſt their enormous behauiour, 
than withany kind of fowles, though neuer ſo raucnousand 
given to deuouring. | 

Secondly, it is their game and {part to intangle any that 
ate faithfull, and vprighe of heart : ſuch is their delighe 
therein, that they findethemſelues ill for want of refreſhing, 
when they faile of it : their ſicepe goeth from thems , wwleſſe they 
; bauecauſed ſome to fall, 


Thirdly,they hope to make . gaine of it; for diuers times 
3 it 


Dottr.1, 


Micah 7.1, 


<0 : PROVERBS. Chap.1, 


it ſeemeth commodious, and profitable to them for ati 

as Tecemy teſtificth; Among my people are ound wicked perſon, 
tharlay waite, as he that ſetteth ſnares : they hae made a pit ty 
catch men: eAs atage # full of birdes , ſa are their houſes full of 
deceit : they are become great ,and waxed rich. 

Inſtruftion : that a good man be in no place, but wherehe 
ought to be ; for there onely may he looke for proteCtion, 
and whercfoeuer heis, let him be circumſpeR for his lafety, 
as well as ſincere for innocency : auoyd the venome,and poi- 

 ſonofthe ſerpent, but learne his wiſedome, and imitatethe 
harme!eſnctle of the Doue, but ſhunne her limplicity. 
In vaine, &c,) The ſucceſſe of the wicked in their at- Þ 
temprs, is ſeldume anfwerable tothcir hopes. 
What, and how mwch theſe hurtfull miſcreants expeRted 
to gaine by theircraftand cruelty, themſclues profetled be- 
fore, when they vndertooke ro ſwallow 2p men aline , and fil 
their houſes with their riches : and what (wall cauſethere is of | 
ſo great glorying, being grounded as it were vpon the bare 


= lightofabird in a buſh, is heere apparent, beſlides the mi- 

._ nifoldcxamples and teſtimonies cucry where for theſlame 
Pal.77. 14; purpclſc . Behold ((aith one) hee ſhall trauaile with wicked 
meſſe : for he hath concemed mi[chiefe , but he ſhall bring forth 4 | 

lie, cc, And, the Lord (ſatth another) ſcattereth the demiſes 

1 of the crafty , ſo.that their hands cannot accompliſh that which 

Tob 5.1 2.13 they ent erpriſe, He taketh the wiſe tn ther craftineſſe 3 and the 


&c Connell of the wicked t« made fooliſh. They meete with darkeveſe 


. inthe day time , and grope at noone-day , Arinthe night, but hee 
# _ the poore from. the ſword , from. their month , and from 
e handof the violent man. 

Reaſon i, Firſt, Gods providence perpetually watchcth ſor the de- 
ence of his people, and many times diſcouereth to them 

the cuillsthatare intended againft them , as when they had 
[worne Pauls death, and coneluded together of Jerewies,A8 
his owne words make manifeſt : The Lord tawoht mee, and 1 
\ knew it, exen thou ſhewedf? mee their pratiiſes , But ] was like# 
SJ) Lamb,ora Bullocke,that ss brought tothe ſlaughter, and I knew 
net that they had demiſed this againit mee, laying , Let vs dt- 


ſires 


Tere, 11.18 Ig 
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ftroy the tree with the frust thereof , [And cut bimont of the land 


of the lining , that his name may be no more in 6.20 

Secondly, his power and wiledome , without which no- 
thing taketh effe, doth continually accompany his proui- 
dence , either toeff:& that which hee would haue brought 
to paſſe,or to (tay that which hee would haueto be croſled: 
or eltabliſh that which hee would haue to Rtand : or to over- 
throw that which hee would haue to fall, If the megre de. 
tention of his bleſſing be enough to fruſtrate whatſocuer 
any man doth purpoſe or take in hand,much more ſhal thae 
be brought to nought, againſt which he direReth his curſe, 
and oppolſeth his wiſedome and power ? 

Incouragement for righteous men, who haue good con- 
ſciences,with good cauſes not to be daunted at theforces or 
fiercenelTe of the wicked, how cunning (ocuer they be, or 
confident to preuaile in their malicious enterpriſes . Doe 
not thou opprelle thy (clfe with needeleſle feares , as they 
illude themſelues with frivolous hopes : but when they 
threate what they will doe , and vaunt what they can doe, 
returne them the anſwere which Benhadad had from the 

| Kingof 1/74ell: Let not him that girdeth his harneſſe, boaft, as ,y,, 
hee that pmtteth it off . If their might were matchableto their Lt 
malice, there would not one good man be left aliue,the race 
and generation of the godly would be deſtroyed : for the 
multitude of the Fowlers doth' incomparably- exceede the 


number of the birds, 


Verſe 18. Aoreoner they lay for their owne bloud , and liz 
 Prinily for their owne lines, 


O the former two reaſons, he addeth inthele words, a 
third, from the danger and perill of their plots, that the 
greatelt hurt islike to redound to themſelues : they would 
ſhead bloud, and fo they ſhall, but iris their owne ; they vic 
all their Art to take away life, and makea ſlaughter,andthat 
they (hall doe, but they are the men to be killed, themſelucs 


mult be (ine: And wherethen is the afery, which they : 
_  muc 


DoCltr.1. 


62S PROVERBS, Chap, 
much preſumed of , and gaue warrant for in the cleaucnth 
verſe? ; 

-All hurtfull perſons doe molt hurtto themlelues. 

T hey trouble others with ſmoake, and burne vp them» 
ſelues with fire : they laſh others on the fingers with twigg, 
and piercethecaule of their owne hearts with (words, So did 
Pharaoh, and his army : So did Zenacherib , and his army ; 
So did Berhadad, and his army-: So did Haman, and Dey, 
and (o did the aduerſaries of Daniel, and the encnaies of 
Shadrach , Meſhach , and Abednego, For further prook 
hereof reade P(al.7.15. andg.15. Eſay 33.11. Prouer.z6, 
27. Pſal. 37.14.15. 

leisthe firteft puniſhment , and moſt anſ» erableto their 
ſinne. The Lord doth require Magiltrates to execute iullice 
after that manner, vpon him, that in rankour is found pr 
Qiling againſt his neighbour ; Tee ſpall doe vnta im ( laith 
the Law) 4: hee hath thought to doe onto his brother, thine ei 
ſhall have no compaſſien,but life ſer life, eie for eie,tooth for tooth, 
hand for hang, foote for foote : much morethen will bc him- 
lelte lo proceede , which lo fully and clecrely beholdeth all 
intents and purpoles, and can fo calily bring their waycs vF- 
ontheir owne heads, 


Secondly, Gods glory ſhincth bright in theſe kindes0f 


| ludgements, & his band is viſibly apprehended on all ſides: 


his ſeruants ſecing it with reioycing,and his enemies feeling 
it with ſorrow, and are made many times to acknowledge 
it, as wee reade that Adonibezeh did, Indges 1.7. ; 


.- 


Thirdly, the carneſt prayers of the Church importune 
the Lord continually cuery houre and momentto reprelle 
therage of their enemies , to breake their weapons, Or to 
reucrberate and beate backe their ſtrokes vpon themſclues 


| andisGod deafe,or wil henot heare the crics of his people? 


Or doth be heare them without compallion 2 Or can hes. 


be compaſſionate towards them without reuenge to thi 
perſccuters? 


Terror,for all chem, that be ſpitefull, guilefull,and harm- 
full: they deale more cruelly with themſelucs, than again 
H=o%y any 


r[.18. PROVERBS. 63 


 otherszor than all their foes could otherwiſe dee againſt , 


of 


- 


m, 
Thetyrant himſelfe is euermorethe principall ſubie& of \ 
owne tyranny , andſo is the crafty perſon of his fubtil- 

Wherein appeareth their ſimplicity and folly, who are 
wiſer than birds and beaſts :yca farre they are more bru- 

} and blockiſh chan any of them 3 for whercas theſe vn» 
ſonable creatures conlider not the ſnares which Fowlers 

Hunters ſpread for them , they fee not the girines and 
nnes which their owne hands haue twiſted and layd to 
ch themſclues withall. 

But doc they not preuaile and proceede in doing harme 
zinlt their brethren, and yet continue (afe , and are free 

dmtroubls? Who ſeeth not that many opprellers liue and 

Dw great, and obraine their delires & proſper in all things? 

dw lay yee then thatthey make chemlſclues a prey, and be 
aders of their owne bloud ? | 
Their preſent tranquility doth no more prooue them to 
in lafcty , than the living of the bird in the net doth ar- 

ethat it is not dangerous to be caught . Though the net 
not, yet few that are taken with it cfcape death long, 
tare ſtill in perill of it, and ſo (yea morecertainely,) arc 
that intangle chemſclues with iniquity . The delay of 
ir miſcry and ruine is no diminution of ity Dur an additi- 
to the gricuouſnetle of their deſtruion,,. who knoweth 
t that many calamities may yer befail chem, beforethcir 
ath ? Who knoweth but that their death may be lanien- 
d\cand horrible 2 Who doth not know;thar if they rc perit 
t, their torments after death will be intollerable,, and 
ſlefſe? And therefore (aith the Prophet; Fret wot thy {elſe 
him_ that profpereth in his way : nor for the man that brin- 
his emerpriſes to paſſe': for emill doers ſpl be rat off. Tet # 
le and the wicked ſhall not be + thow ſhalt looke after his plate,” 
i 16 ſhall not be found, P[al. 37.7-9.10, | | 
altrution for thera that are wronged to be patient, and 
purſue their oppretſours- with exclamations and out- 


5; bewaile them rather in pitty , than ſtorme againſt 
K chem 
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_. PROVERBS. Chap. 
durſttouch, hee gotat firſt a deale of /ilver, 4 wedge of gul 
and a precious garment ; but hee loſt at last his Sounes axdhi 
Danghters,and his Oxen, and his Aſſes, and his 8 heepe andl 
Tent,and all that hee had, aud his lite together with them. Rexy 
Exzech. 7.19. Tob 20.15, Proner 21.6.7. Tab.2,4.5.0% 
Firſt, this vice of couctouſnes and iniullice, is oneofth 
crying ſinnes, and goods ill gotten complaine to Gode 
them that inturioully viurpe and defayne them, (oero ju 
rich men, laith Saint [/ames , your gold avd ſiluer tscantertl} 
and the rut of them. ſail be a wuneſſe agams? you , and ſh 
eate your fleſh as it were (fire : yee hawe heaped wp treaſurt fa 
the laft dayes, Behold, the hire of the labourers, that hane ree% 
ped your fields (which 1; of you kept backe by fraua) cryeth, ad 
the cries of them that hae reaped are entred into the earerd 
the Lord of Hoites . How can God but hearken to this cots 
plaint, and ſeuerally puniſh the offenders, whenſo many 
forme againſt them with ſuch inſtancy 2 The money cry: 
cth, the perſon defrauded crieth,the cruelty crieth, and{t 
adde heereunto ) the conſcience of the wrong doer cryeli 
Will not all thoſecrics at the length procurethe'perſon a 
cd out vpon to be curſed ? | 
Secondly,auaricious perſons expoſz their foules and Jud 
to manifold perils, for the corrupting of their conſciencth 
andthe ſhorining of their dayes , T hey breed and nourih 
in their hearts ſuch cares of this world, and Lowe of deceitſm 
ricies,as like thornes doe choake the word of Gedin then! 
they calt themſclucs intotemptatiors, and ſnares, andint| 
many fooliſh noyſome luſts , which drowae men into per 
dition and de{trution. 
They erre fromthe faith,and. pierce theraſelues through 
with many forrowes, in getting, keeping, and feare of 100 


ling. Some excruciate them(elues with enger, and fretting? 


ſome weare outthemſelucs with excelle of erguell; and (ome | 
doe [tarue themſclues with want of neccfaries.: beſide 0 
uers other deadly milchicfes, rending totb2 bane of bodic 
and conſcience : For yle, Sce C hap-10, ver(# 2; 


Val 


rſ20.21, PROVERBS. 67 


Verſe 20. Wiſedome cryeth without , ſhee putteth forth her 
Joe wn the ſtreetes, | | 

Verſe 21, Shee calleth on the toppe of the aſſemblies, ſhe wt- 

eth her woyce at the entring of the gates , ſhee ſpeaketh her 
ords in cities ſayong : 


7 Eforc was ſhewed the counſell which the Holy Ghoſt 
I giucth to prevent linne, and to detayne men fromthe 
raiſe of it : and heere is offered a direQtion to them that 
jaue linned (as all men hauc in euery place) that they may 
reclaymed from it. Andthis is (ct forth, firſt by che Au- 
or; ſecondly, by the manner; thirdly, by the mattcr. 
The Author 1s Fiſedome, or Wiledomes : the molt high 
k excellent wiſedomey leſus Chrift,the ererthall wiſedome of 
;0d,in whom arc hid all the treaſures of wiſedome & know- 
edpe.(0/.2.3. Who taketh vpon him heere, and in certaine 
dther chapters of this Booke, theperſon of a Matron, Lady, 
vr Princelſe, according to the feminine gender,whercof the 
yord that (ignificth wikedomeis in Hebrew , The manner of 
gluing his aduiſe and direRion appeareth in many words.as 
calteth, v(eth carne(tnes. without abroad and openly,ſbee 
putterh forth her woyce inthe ſftreetes, ſhee(peaketh freely and 
plainely,and diftinly;in places melt frequented : ſhe calleth 
0n the tap of the aſſemblies , as it were out of an high place , as 
they vied to doc which vicd to make Orations or Speeches 
to a great auditory or multitude :/be wttereth ber woyce at the 
entring of the gates , whither people were wontto repaife for 
matters of iuſtice and iudgement, Gen.34-20.Ruth 4.1, And 
wttereth her voyce in the cuty , (peaketh audibly and ſenfibly, 
in euery place and quarter of the City. All tendeth to this, ' 
thar ſhee ſeekerh opportunity every where, to doe good in 
cuery place, in fields, townes, iudgement-places , market- 
Places, publikely and privately, and by all indcuours. The 
matter is contained inthe twonext verſes. 

Wiſedome, c,) The perfection of Gods wiſedomeis v- 
ſed in the publiſhing of hus word,and the miniftery thereof. 
Scc Chap.y. verſe 1, | 
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64 PROVERBS. Chapa, 
them with indignation. Confider that they are in the (lat 
of mad men and bedlems : they furiouſly (trike at thee, an(f 
miſerably wound themſelues : in ſecking to breakethy head 
they incurably cut their owne throates . Thou needelt ng 
therefore requite them with reuengefull ations, or clams. 
rous inueRiues ; their owne hands and their owne tongua 


be fierce enough againſt chem , hauing neither mercy nat 
moderation inthem, 


Verſe 19, Such are the wayes of exery one that us ginuent| 
gaine, it will take away the life of the poſſeſſers, 


'Ow arewe come to the concluſion of this point, whet-! 

inall that hath beene ſpoken thereto is knit vp lenten- 
tioully with a rhetoricall acclamation and applied to more 
than robbers & purſe-takers,or grolſe murtherers: for ſaith 
he, ſuch are the wayes of euery one that is ginen to gaine : v0 
ſtandeth the caſe both for practiſe of cruelty, if occalionbe 
offred, and perill of ſelfe-hurting, with all thatare too gree- 
dy of getting commodity. Itis the gaine or commodity that 
1s delired witha couctous mind, or compaſled, with an vi 
righteous hand ," it will take away the life of the poſſeſſers of #1 
bring defiruQtion at laſt of ſoule or body , vpon them thit 
lo vnrighteouſly kunt after it, 

So farre as men be couetous, they be alſo cruell , Suci 
- are their wayes(ſaith the Text) like theirs, whoſe feete makt 

haſte to ſhed bluud, and likethcirs , who ſpread netsfot 
wo brethren chough they be often diſcoucred and delts 
tcd. 

Nabeths Vineyard was much more deſired of Achab and 
Tezabell, than his life, though hee was his faichfull ſubicd, 
and neareſt neighbuar, And Balaam would haue curſed i 
death a whole nation, & that the beſt nation in all the world, 
\ the Church and people of God for wages and promotion. 

And fromthis roate ſprang the calumniation of Demetrriv 


againſt Paul, And the treachery of Zibah againſt Mephib® 
feeth , and thetreaſon of 1uda againſt Corifs | 


rich, 


erſ.19, PROVERBS. 65 


Firlh, it proceedeth from ſclfe-loue,which alwayes careth Reaſon 1. 
orone, not onely with the negle& , but alſo with the de- Exech.22,124 
riment > and often with the defolation, deſtruction, and 73-25'27- 
damnation of many, as the Prophets vie to cry out vpon a ſon 
rnmercifull Magiſtrates and vnconſcionable Miniſters , Zeph. 4.3.4: 

Zzech. 22, 12,13.25,27, Eſay $6, 9,10,11. Zephan,3. 3:4, Zack.11.5+ 
Zach,11.5. 

Ie hardneth their heart, and maketh them bold and fe- 
curc,oppoling their wealth as a bulwarke or fortreſle againſt ; 
all manner of perills : For the wicked maketh boa#t of his owne P/al.10.3.5. 
hearts deſire, and the conetous bleſſeth himſelfe : hee contemneth 
the Lord: His wayes alwayes projper : Thy indgememts((aith the 
Plalmiſt tro God) are aboue his ſight , therefore defieth hee all 
hi enemes, 

InſtruRion, not totruſt any thatisin the power of coue- 
coulnes : for no vamerifull man is liketo be faichfull , and 
none giuen to auarice can poſſibly be merciful. If lucre 
command,they mult obey,whofocuerſnall be damnified by 
it : ifniggardlines prohibite , they mult delift, thuugh it be 
from helpingWeir neareſt friends. Nobandsof amity , of 
nature, or duery will holde, if oughtcan be gainedby the 
breach of them . Parents would be rid of theirchildren to 
leflen their charge : and children would be glad their pa- 
rents were dead, to polleſle their patrimony. The husband 
wiſheth his wife faire buried , that hee mighe marry an other 
with a greater portion 2 andthe wife longeth after her huſ- 
bands funerall, that fhee might inioy her ioynture, and be 
better preferred. 

It willtakg away &c.] The more werldlings doe thriue 
nm their commodities, the worſe their ſtate is. 

Acvab had an immoderate appetite to the vineyard,which 
came as a dainty morſell into his mouth,but ſtuck-asa bone 
In his throat,and choaked him : it was the vtter vndoing of 
him and his family, And «das had no better a bargaine of 
his thirty pence, for which/hee ſo perfidioully betrayed his 
innocent Maſter . Neyther did eAchan himlelfe any good, 
by laying (actilegious hands vpon that which none other 

| 5 Ba durſt 


2. 


64 PROVERBS. Chapa 


themwith indignation. Confider that they are in the (lat 
of mad men and bedlems : they furiouſly (trike at thee, and 
miſerably woundthemſelues : in ſeeking to breake thy head 
they incurably cut their.owne throates . Thou needeſt ng 
therefore requite them with reuengefull ations, or clams 
rous inueRiues ; their owne hands and their owne tongua 


be fierce enough againſt chem , hauing neither mercy not 
moderation inthem, | 


Verſe 19. Such are the wayes of exery one that i ginenty 
gaine, it will take away the life of the poſſeſſers, 


'TOw arewe come to the concluſion of this point, whet| 
inall that hath beene ſpoken thereto is knit vp lenten- 
tiouſly with a rhetoricall acclamation and applied to more 
than robbers & purſe-takers,or grolſe murtherers: for ſaith 
he, ſuch are the wayes of euery one that 4 ginen to gaine : $0 
ſtandeth the caſe both for praRtiſe of cruelty, if occalionbe 
offred, andperill of ſelfe-hurting, with all thatare roo gree- 
dy of getting commodity. Itis the gaine or commodity that 
1s delired witha couctous mind, or compaſled, with an vi 
. righteous hand , #t ill take away the life of the poſſeſſers of #: 
bring defiruQtion at laſt of ſcule or body , vpon them that 
fo vnrighteouſly kunt after it, 

So farre as men be couetous, they be alſo cruell, Such 
are their wayes(ſaith the Text) like theirs, whole feete makt 
haſte to ſhed bluud, and likethcirs , who ſpread netsfot 
_ brethren though they be often diſcoucred and del 
tcd. | | 

Nabeths Vineyard was much more deſired of Achab and 
Tezabell, than his life, though hee was his faithfull ſubicd, 
and neareſt neighbuar, And Balaam would haue curſed 9 
death a whole nation, & that the beſt nation in all the world, 
| the Church and people of God for wages and promotion 
And fromthis roote ſprang the calumniation of Demetriu 
againſt Paz/. And the treachery of Zibah againſt Mephib® 
ſfueth , and thetreaſon of Iuda againſt (briff. 


Ficlh 
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Firlh, it proceedeth from ſelfe-loue,which alwayes careth Reaſon x. 
orone, not onely with the negle&z, but alſo with the de- Exech.22,12. 
riment » and often with the defolation, deltruQtion', and 13-25'27- 
damnation of many, as the Prophets vie to cry out vp 6 $6996, 
ramercifull Magiſtrates and vnconſcionable Miniſters, 2,,,.....4. 
Zzech. 22, 12,13.25,27, Eſay $6, 9,10,11. Zephan,, 3.4, Zack.11.5« 
Zach,11.5. 

It hardneth their heart, and maketh them bold and f(e- 
curc,oppoling their wealth as a bulwarke or fortreſſe again(t # 
all manner of perills : For the wicked maketh boa#t of his owne Pſal.10.3.59, + 
hearts deſire, and the conetous bleſſeth him{elfe : hee contemmeth 

the Lord: Hu wayes alwayes projper : Thy indgememts((aith the 
Plalmilt to God) are aboxe his ſight , therefore defieth hee all 
his enemies. 

Inſtruion, not totruſt any thatis in the power of coue® TU/e. 

coulnes : for no vamerifull man is liketo be faichfull , and 
none giuen to auarice can poſlibly be merciful. If lucre 
command,they muſt obey,whoſocuer ſhall be damnified by 
it - ifniggardlines prohibite , they muſt delift, chuugh it be 
from helpingMeir neareſt friends. Nobandsof amity , of 
nature, or ducty will holde , if oughtcan be gained by the 
breach of chem . Parents would be rid of theirchildren to 
leflen their charge : and children would be glad their pa- 
rents were dead, to polletle their patrimony, The husband 
wiſheth his wife faire buried , that hee might marry an other 
with a greater portion 2 and the wife longeth after her huf- 
bands funerall, that fhee might inioy her ioynture, and be 
better preferred, | | | 

It willtake away &'c.} The more werldlings doe thriue 
nm their commodities, the worſe their tate is. 

Acuab had an immoderate appetite to the vineyard,which 
came as a dainty morſell into his mouth, but ſtuck-asa bone 
In his throat,and choaked him : it was the vtter vndoing of 
him and his family, And 1*das had no better a bargaine of 

his thirty pence, for which'/hee fo perfidiouſly berrayed his 
innocent Maſter . Neyther did eAchas hitnſelfe any good, 
by laying ſaccilegious hands vpon that which none other 

K 2 durſt 
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James 5:3.4. 


Matth.1?.22. 


1 Tim 6.9.10, 
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durſttouch, hee gotat firlt a deale of /luer, 4 weage of gold, 
and a precious garment ;, but hee loft at lat his Sounes and hy 
Danghters,and his Oxen, and his Aſſes, end his Sheepe andhy 
Tent and all that hee had, aud his life together with them. Rex 
Ezech, 7.19. [ob 20.15, Pronxer 21.6.7. Tab.2,4.5.6t. 
Firſt, this vice of couctouſnes and iniullice, is oneofth 
crying linnes, and goods ill gotten complaine to Goddf 
them that inturioully viurpe and detayne them, (Goero gu 
rich men, faith Saint ſames , your cold avs /iluer 1s cankered 


' and the rut of them, ſnail be a witneſſe agamst you , and ſhit 


eate your fleſh as it were fire : yee haxe heaped wp treaſure ful 
thelaft dayes, Behold, the hire of the labourers, that hane ree! 
ped your fields (which 1; of you kept back by fraua ) cryeth, an 
the cries of them. that have reaped areentred into the eareri 
the Lord of Hoites . How can God but hearken to this con 
plaint, and {euerally puniſh the offenders, whenſo many 
forme againſt chem with ſuch inftancy 2 The money cry: 


_ eth, the perſon defrauded crieth,the cruelty crieth, and{v 


adde heereunto ) the conſcience of the wrong doer cryahi 
Will not all thoſe crics at the length procurethe perſon &> 
cd out vpon to be curſed ? | 

Secondly, auaricious perſons expoſe their foules and Jud 
to manifold perilis, for the corrupting of their con(ciencth 
andthe ſhorining of their dayes , They breed and nourih 
in their hearts ſuch cares of this world, and love of deceitſm 
riches,as like thornes doe choake the word of Gedin then! 
they calt themſclucs intoremptatiors, and ſnares, andinto 
many fooliſh noyſume luſts , which drowne men into per | 
dition and deltruction, 

They erre from the faith,and pierce ther (clues through 
with many ſorrowes, in getting, keeping, and feare of 100 
ling. Some excruciate thelelues withenger, arid fretting* 
ſome weare outthemlelues with exceſle of rrauell: and {ome 


doe [larue themſelues with want of nec:llaries : beſide dt 


vers other deadly milchicfes, tending to%þ< ane of bodit 
and coulcience : For yle, Sce Chap-10, wer/# 2; 


Valk 
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Verſe 20, Wiſedome cryeth without , ſhee putteth forth her 
yoyce in the ſtrectes, | | 

Verſe 21, Shee calleth on the toppe of the aſſemblies, ſhe wt- 
ereth her woyce at the entring of the gates , ſhee ſpeaketh her 


words in Cities ſayeng : 


TY Eforc was ſhewed the counſell which the Holy Ghoſt 
'd giveth to prevent linne, and to detayne men fromthe 
practiſe of it : and heere is offered a diretion ro them that 

auelinned (as all men haug in euery place) that they may 
de reclaymed from it. And this is (ct forth, firſt by the Au- 
hor; ſecondly, by the manner; thirdly, by the mattcr. 

The Author 1s Fi/edome, or Wiſedomes : the molt high 
& excellent wiſedome, leſus Chrift,the erernall wiſedome of 

;0d,in whom are hid all the treaſures of wiſedome & know- 
Iedge.(0/.2.3. Who taketh vpon him heere, and in certaine 
other chapters of this Booke, theperſon of a Matron, Lady, 
vr Princetſe, according to the feminine gender,whercof the 
word that (ignificth wikedomeis in Hebrew , The manner of 
gluing his aduiſe and direRion appeareth in many words. as 
ſhe calteth, v(eth earne(tnes. without abroad and openly,/ſhee 
putterh forth her woyce inthe ftreetes, ſhee{peaketh freely and 
plainely,and diftinly;in places melt frequented : ſhe calleth 
on the top of the aſſemblies , as it were out of an high place , as 
they vied to doc which vicd to make Orations or Speeches 
to a great auditory or multitude : he vitereth her yoyce at the 
entring of the gates , whither people were wontto repaire for 
matters of iuſtice and iudgement, Gen.z4-20.Ruth 4.1, And 
vttereth her voyce in the cuty , ſpeaketh audibly and ſenſibly, 
In every place and quarter of the City. All tendeth eo this, 
thar ſhee ſeekerh opportunity euery where, to doc good in 
cuery place, in fields, townes, iudgement-places , market- 
places, publikely and priuately, and by all indeuours. The 
matter is contained inthe twonext verſes. 

Wiſedome, &c,| The perfetion of Gods wiſedomeis v- 
ſed in the publiſhing of hus word,and the miniftery thereof. 
Scc Chap.y. verſe, 

K 3 By 


Zachar.7.7. 


Luke 244+ 


Eſay 40.6. 
I, 
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By, &c.) TheLord vſcth to deale cuidently, and (erioy. 
ſly in his word, and miniſtery. | 

He doth not whilperin a corner, nor ſpeake obſcurelyz 
it were ina ſtrange language , nor remiſtely fay what hi 
people ought to doe, but crycth aloud vnto them, and ear 
nelly calleth vpon thera,to take natice of his will, and their 
owne duties for the due performance of the lame. 

The ſtricharge giuen to his mellengers,& the vaiform 
diligence of his faithfull ſcruants, forthe diſcharge thereof 
in (cucrall ages, giueth vndoubted teſtimony to the truth of 
this dorine. Zachary witnelſeth what was inioyned and pre 
Riſed in ancient times, when he ſaith, /2ox/d yee not heare the 
word which the Lord hath cryed by the MmStery of the forma | 
Prophets?&5c. And it was the Title giuen to [obn the Baptifi: | 
according to the purpoſe of his Ofhce, to 4 voyce of one 
ingin the wilderneſſe, And to the Apoſtles and all the Mini- 
ſters of God their ſucceſſors to the end of the world, A 
voyce laid, {y, and telleth what tocry, &c. 

Firſt, all Gods words arc fo ſull of verity , equity , wilt» 
dome,and weight, that they are much graced by the light, 
ahd open publication: the more they are heard, the more 
they will be juſtified, the better they are knowne,the greatet 
prayſe they ſhall winne continually, Impoſters, Witches, 
Southlayers, and Diuels, ſeeke corners, and delight in whil 
pering, and obſcuritic, but the Lord is glorified by the cleare 
manife[tation of his aſſertions, precepts and promiſes, as he 
laith: / have wet ſpoken in ſecret, neyther in a place of darkne(ſ 
in the earth , I ſayd not in vaine to the ſeede of lackob ſerke ytt 
_ * 1 the Lord doe ſpeakg righteouſneſſe and declare righteom 
things. 

Sccondly , there is a deafeneſle in all mens nature at 
counſels, together with a drowſines, they mult be wakened 
and made to hearken with importunity and ſhrilnes of Af- 
guments, though notalwaycs with ychemency of ſpeech. 
And therefore that the hearts of the godly mightbc refre-, 
ſhed, he ſaith tothoſe whom he ſendeth as comforters : © 


| thou that brmgeſt good tidings to Zion, get thee vp intothe high 


MOUNLAMNE? 
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pmtaine : O thou that bringe#t good tidings to Jeruſalem! lift vp 
;y voyce with ſtrength, be not afraid : Say unto the cities of In- 
th, Beholdyoxr God, And that che conſciences of the wicked 

ighe be conuinced, hee ſaithtothofe by whom hee dire- 
tcth reproofes : (ty aloud, or cry with thy throat, ſpare not : 
ift vp thy voyce Tie a trumpet ,and ſhew my people their tranſpref- 
on, and to the houſe of Iacob their ſimmer, 

Thirdly , his compaſſion to his people in perill doth 
moue him to be inſtant with them , that eaking knowledge 
pf their eltate, by his carneſtnes , they may acknowledge 
heir ſinnes and repentforthem ; and ſue for pardon, and 

auc it confirmed : and ſee the ſtratagems of Sathan,and be 
he more watchfull. 

InſtruRion for Miniſters,who are the ſervants and agents 
of Wiſdome,to imitate her,8 fo to deale for her,as ſhe pro» 

polcth an example yntothem : namely , to propound their 
doarinein all clearenetile of dorine and method, thar the 
people may vnderſtand, and their exhortation in all car- 
neltnclle of ſpeech of ſpirit , thatthe people may be moued 
by it, It was an honour to Johnthe Baptiit, That hee was 4 
burning and ſpining hght : and a praiſe to Johnthe Apoſtle, 
with his brother [ames , That hee was the Sonne of Thunder, 
who arc to befollowed of cuery one whom the Lord hath 
{eleRtedto the office of the Miniſtery ; Reade Jer.22. /onah 
1,2, 2 Tim.4,2. 

And heereby the people are to be put in minde of their 
wonted ſecurity and hcedleſnefle, and to beexcited allo to 
greater attention : for whenſocuer God calleth , it becom- 
meth man to anſwere ; but when he crieth aloud to vs, wee 
muſt know that the mattcr doth greatly concerne vs. 

Reproofe of vnlufficient Miniſters, which ſtandingvp in 
the place of Wi/dome: criers, or (itting downe in the (care of 
her teachers, or taking on them the office of her Ambatla- 
dors, cauſe the people to expe ſome ioyfull metlage from 
their mouthes; but they make a dumb ſhew, as wanting the 
tongues of the learned, & like Statues or Images, can ſay no« 
thing, And afterthem are idle Miniſters to bereprehended, 
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are ſent on Wiſdomes errand, and haue receiued their me 
ſage, but through Nouthfulnes are ſlacke to deliuer it : ſhe 
commands them to eric, and they will ſcarce take painesh 
ſpeake, and ſoare diſobedicnt and vntrulty to God that (et 
deth them,and tr.achcrous and pernicious to the louleyyp 
to whom they are ſent. And laſtly,here arc to be taxed thol 
Miniſters, which affc& ob(curity, and labour to gerapplaul 
and praile of lcarning, by that courſe and phrale of (perch 
as people lcalt vnder{tand,and therfore are little or nothi 
edificd by it, Paul could approue his faithfulne 8 by this, tha 
he maderhe marter (o plaine, that if che Goſpell were hid, i 
was hid tv them that were lolt, whomthe prince of darknes 


* blindfolded. 


.. Without in the ſtreets, 6c.) God hath appointed his goſpe 
to be preached, and heard,» publikely as may be,for thebe 
nchr of many. Sce chap.g.verſe 3, Dotty. 3, 
Gods Miniters, by whom Wiſedome cryecth, ought to 
doe good to mens (oules inall places, 
The converſion of ſinners, & the edification of the faith 
 fullis co be ſought with all diligence and zeale 3 notimeznd 
* occalion, no place, nor opportunity which may ſurther the 
lamc,isto be ler (lip. Such is the induſtry of Wiſdome inthis 
text,imaking her voyce to be heard without the city, andin 
the cityzip the ſtreers,& at the gates,and where concourles 
Ando did Chriſt himſclfe in the temple, ſynagogues, fieldh 
mountains,houles, highways,vpon land,& on the waters;&6- 
Soailv did the Apoſtles & Miniſters of ( briff, as may ap 
peare, Alr 10 24nd 16,1415. 31.32.and 20. 1.2.3.40 
Firſt,loyalty-co God,» hole ſhepheards and 2i1)baſladd 
they are, requireth it at their hands : for it bcdonge'h to A 
{ſeruant to be taithfull and diligent in his maſters bulineſle, 
wherelveuer occalion 18 offered, 
Secondly, louetotheir brethren, hatred of ſin,and gelire 
of mens (aluation, ſhould incice and fir them vp thereunt0- 
Thardly, as they bepreſt, and ready to doe Gods worke 
every where, (o will cir wages and recompence be cor- 
reſpondent in greatnes vnto their good ſeruice, 


Reproofe 
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Reproofe of th: negligence and vnconſcionableneſle of 
them, whothinke they arc free to be mute , among whom- 
ſoeuer they conuerſe,or whatſocucr is pokenor donein their 
preſence; if they be out of the Pulpit, Many both Mini- 
ters and private perſons , doe thinke that all places belide 
the Church , are priviledged from the words of wiſedome, 
And therefore it is held meete for her , eyther to be abſene 
from,or ſilent at many meetings, as at leaſts and places of re- 
creation, where no word of Religion mult be heard,for feare,, 
of marring all. Andin dayes of revelling, and running into 
all excelle of riot, men imagine that they haue a Chatter of 
long cuſtome, good enough to commit linne without con- 


trolement. 


Verſe 22. O yee ſimple ones, how long will yee loue ſimplicitie, 
and ſcorners in [corning, and fooles hating knowledge ? 


H Ere beginneth the matter of #/edomes [peech and di- 


reion : which conliſtech of aw Expoltulation; in this 
Verle; and of an Exhorration in the next. 


In the Expoſt- ) I Perſons with whom hee dealeth. 


lation notethe 2 Faults for-which he blamah them, 


Of Perſons three forts are reprehended : the firſt are the 
femmple, (uch as are voyd of ſound iudgement and vaderftan- 
ding, and therefure are ready and ealic to be peruerted. Ag 
it 18 ſaid inthe foureteenthyChapter,vea. 15. The /ample belee- 

weth exery thing. | 

The ſecond are Scorers, ſuch as being ſet in euill, refuſe, 
deride, and difdaine #!l mranes vicd to reclayme them, 

The third are Foe/es, who are poyfoncd with peſtilent 
opinions, and cogrupted with wicked courſes of life and be- 
hauiour. 

Tlie Fault; wherewith hee vpbrayd-th them, are the has 
bires of cuill in them, as of limplicitie inthe Simple, offcar- 


ning in the Scorners, of fooliſhnetTe' in the Foolesz whereof 
| hee 
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hee conuinceth them by two arguments: one that they are 
obſtinate, and perliſtin them,which is intended in how long? 


The other, that there hearts and atfteRtions were pollelled 


P/al, 1, 1. 


x Cor, 6, 9. 10. 


Rewe.22, 15, 


Reaſon 1. 


Gal. 5.19, 


Z, 


with them,in that they /ozed the ſamc,and delighted therein, 
and hated to be cured of them, 


A greater ſinne in one is no excule of a lelle in another, 


The (imple pallcth not vnreproucd by reaſon of the foo- 
liſh, nor yet the fooliſh becauſe of the {corner. Though each | 
of thele in diuers degrees exceede others, T he Plalmiſt pro. 


nounceth him a blciſed man, as well that tandeth not m the 


Way of ſanners, as that faons nat tn the ſeate of the ſcornefmll,and 
' which walketh not in the counſel of the wicked,as which ſlandeth | 


not inthe WAY of ſinners. 


Where S. Pa»/declarcththe grieuous eſtate of great male- | 
faQtors, as I dolaters, Buggerrers, and Adulterers,e#c,he Wars | 


rantcth no ſafety to linners lc(le culpable,and whole offences 


arenot lo hainous,as to F ornicators, Wantons, (5c. but threat- 


nth them alfo with lofle of ſaluation and of the Kingdome 
of God, 

And S. obs fore-ſhewethzthat they which make or lone te, 
ſhall be excluded out of heauen and the company of Gods 
people, with Dogs, Inchanters, Whoremengers, and CMur- 
FRerers, 


Firſt;the fouleſt abhominations and the ſmaller faults iſſue 


"both out of one fountaine,nay,puddle,or rather ſincke,ori- 


ginall corruptionand impurity of mans hart and nature, 7he 
workes of the fleſh are manifeſt (ſaith S. Pal) which are advl- 
tery, fornication, vuncleanneſſe, wantonneſſe, ec, | 
Secondly,Satan is ſerued, and Gods Law tranſgre(ſed,not 
onely by the grolſeſt vices, but likewiſe by thoſe of an inferi- 
our nature: for he that ſaith, thou ſhalt not kill, doth allo lay, 
then ſhalt not be angry withthy brother wnaduſediy:he that ſaith, 
thou ſhalt not commit adultery,doth alſo ſay,thou ſhalt not looks 
vpon a woman to luft after her : hethat ſaith,chou ſhalt not ſteale, 
doth alſo lay, thow ſpalt not conet yor deſire that which is thy 


neighbours, 


Thirdly, the notorious tranſgreſſer, and the leſſe noted 


tr eſpaller, 


"4 Is pl - 
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treſpalſer, trauell both in one way, though the one before 
the other : and who knoweth how ſoone hee that commeth 
after,may oucr-take him that gueth before? And to theſame 
end of the journey they ſhall both come (if neyther of them 
repent) namely, to perdition, and hel-fare, wherewith they 
ſhall be both tormented,though vnequally,and not the one 
ſo much as the other, becaule his offences haue nor beeneſo 
many,or fo fearefull. | 
Reproofe of them that imbolden them(clues in pertie 
and light offences(as they repute them,notwith(tanding they 
ſhall fecle them great and weighty, when their ſoules ſhall be 
relſed with the heauy burthens of them) becauſe they are 
not culpable and guiltic of fuch outragious villanies as ſome 
others. T hey allow themaſc]uesto take the nameof God in 
vaine, becauſe they blaſpheme it not,nor periure; they may 
vice da!liance and wanton trickes and cxerciſes, becaule they 
profefſenot whoredorme, as ſome are knowne to doe 2: they 
arenot afraid tobe carthly,& worldly,and fold to couctoul- 
nelle, becauſe they are not oppreſlorsand ſpoylers, as many 
arc found to be, This isto iultifie ones felfe by comparifon, 
that others blackneſle ſhould make him white, and others 
euils ſhould make him good, which the Scripture alloweth 
not for a matter of comfort, but aamoniheth every man to 
prone his owne workes, that hee may hawe reieycing in himſelfe 
onely, and not in another : for exery man ſhall beare 1s awne bur- 
then. Otherwile, what a folly wereit for Fellons, Cut-purſes 
and Burglers to yeeld themſclues conuicted, and to ſuffer 
the ſentence of death,whiles there arc any Traytors or mur- 
therers, or any that haue committed more or greater rob- 
beries , at the Barre ? Otherwiſe alſo, many reprobates 
mouthes would not be ſtopped , but opened at the day of 
the Lord. Thoſe that haue done lealt hurt might cleare 
themſclues by them that haue done moſh, vntill it cometo 
Caine, or Indas, or the Phariſes, which haveſinmed againl(t 
the holy Ghoſt, or deſperate Apoſtates : and at laſt, the 
Diuell ſhould be damned for all, becauſe that ncuer any 


man hath done halfe ſo much milchicfe as hee. 
R Haw 
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Do#t.:, How lng, &c.) The longer any man continueth in hig 
| finne without repentance, the more the faujcincreaſeth, If 
a man could keepe himſclfe clcare from it, hee ſhould bell 
preſcrue his comfort and happinelle: but for as wuch as 
ehat cannot pollibly be attayncd vnto, hee is the wiſelt that 
ſooneſt departeth from it, and breaketh familiaritie and 
friendſhip with it. 

The ſhame of their tubbornnelle cleaueth faſt roche me. 
moriall for eucr, againſt whom the Lord both teltihed and 
Heb. 3.9.10.11. proteſted, ſaying; Tour F athers tempted mee, proued mee ,and 
ſaw my workes forty yeeres long. Wherefore { was griened with 
that generation, and ſaidg They erre ener m their heart, neyther 
hane they knowne my wayes.Therefore I fware m my wrath yf they 

foal enter into my reſt, 

If it were not ſafe for the Tree mentioned in the Goſpell, 
to grow three yecres fruirleſle, after the eimethar. fruit was 
expected of it, much more dangerous is it for vst6 be barren 
of goodneſſe,and fertile in euill, for many yeeres together, 
hawng had ſuch excellent meanes and opportuniti:'s to 
make vs fruQtific : Read /ſay 65.2. Gen. 6. 3. eAmos 7.8, 
Ter. 44.10. | 

Firft, whoſocuer maketh delay of turning to God and lea 
uing of {inne,deſpiſeth and abuſeth the patience and long 
[utterance of God, as the Apoſtle witnelleth, And therefore 
incenſeth his diſpleaſure, and ſo augmenteth his owne 
miſery. 5 
”* $econdiy,the number, quantitic, and odiou{nes of linnes 
are increaled by the continuance thereof : cucry day arenev 
added to the old, and eucry moment both old and new 
waxe riper, and cry forthe Sickle of vengeance. | 

Thirdly, in-the meane timethey harden the/harts of men; 
with cultome end continuance, making them fenceletle,and 
expelling godly ſorrow, ſhame, feare, and all mapnerof rc- 
morſe; {oat the laſt, they,come to be audacious/and impu- 
dent in the profeſſion of ill-doing , and viterly vnable to 
amend, 

Cas the blark- More change his chinne (ſaith Jeremy ) or the 

: | Leopard 


Ter. 13. 22, 
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Leopard bis (pets? then may yee al[s doe good,that are accuſtomed 
to doe extl, 
Fourchly, to them that fall notinto theſe extremities, yee 
the conſcience is ſurely laden and prefled with manifold bur» 
thens, and it is very difficult to calt out thoke enemics+ro 
whom they baue graunted (o long a.timero fortifie them- 
(clues; or to remoue thulc plants which are ſo deepely roa- 
ted within them ; for that which two bogers can plucke vp 
at once when it firſt (pringeth, the (trength of the arme. 
with an Axe, can hardly hcw it Cowne at many [trokes; af> 
ter it is come.to the full growth, | 
Inſtruction to breake off [eague and amity with cuery finne 
without any delay, before the next yecre, before the next 
weeke, before the next day,beforethe nexethoarc : forchen 
wee calt off the yoke of it, when wee calt out the loue of it, 
and the ſooner wee doe jt, the calicr and (ſafer wee ſhall 
finde it. Euery moment that thou liuelt jn impenitencie, 
thou lyeſt in perill, and damnation, and confulion; Albeie 
thou take thy pleaſure now, yet» thou mailt be -in;paine; 
and endlelle torments anone : for-it may well ſtand with 
Gods Iuſtice to,inflict chem, and. it is not in. thy power to 
reliſt them, When they ſpall [ay peace, peace, and ſafrtie, theis 71,4 oa 
ſhall come wpon them ſodaine deſtruttion, as the tranaule:wpon a@ © | 
woman with childe, and they ſnail net cape. The Lord is not 
bound to tarry mens leaſure,nor ſtay for their conucrfion : 
but fuftly.may, and oftca doth prevent.itby death, 6r'the 
terrible [troke of obdutation and. hardnes of heart, or other 
wdgements,clpecially when they putt off, and preſume to 
. give themſelues a day'for repentance, and that a long one, 
vatill old -agaand the end of their life. ; And whoſhallcom- 
| pell him fore-till the time of any. milcries, which hee in- 
tendeth to plague, ſecure; perfons within this life; (a: with 
lickenctlegdeatncile, lameneile, blindnefſe,madaneile. def; pe» 
ration,. belides lotle'of lands, or ſubſtance, beggary, con- 
rempt, plagues vpon, yoke-fellawes;childeen;friends and fa+ 
milic, and a thouſand others) which men never thoughtonz: 


that they might ſhift for themic|ues to augidthem? Andis., 
It 
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76 PROVERBS. Chap.1, 
it not wiſedome then, with all celeritie to make ſpeede, and 
runneto the Lord by humiliation and amendment ?If death 
and judgement may finde mee out before the next night, 
doth it not concerne mee to finde God apd his fauour be 
fore the next noone; yea, in this preſent moment and in- 
ſtant 2 The holy Gholt perſwadeth him that is intangled 

- with raſh Suretiſhip, and fallen into his neighbours handy, 
to rid himlelfe out with as much ſpecd as the Doe runneth 
from the Hunter, or the Bird fiycth from the Fowler and 
not ſu much as once to ſleepe or take reft in ſuch peril) 
how much more oughteſt thov that art inſnared with deadly 
ſinne, more dangerous than debt, who through rebellion 
haſt caſt thy ſelfe into Gods hand,to be puniſhed, how much 
more (I fay) oughteſt thou to make all haſt to repent , 8nd 
get thy pardon, that thy ſoule may be ſafe from perdition? 

Reproofe of thoſe that maintaine their corrupt courſes 
bath of Superſtition and diflolute licentiouſneiſe, and take 
libertie to live and proceede therein by preſcription : T hey 
cucr lince their childe-hood , and their anceſtors beyond 
mans memory, haue excrciled the ſame, and therefore it 
ſeemeth ynreaſonable that they ſhould now be debarred of 

* them, A whole Sermon of /eremies was ſo confuted, if a 60N- 

* tcmpt and reietion may gue currant for a confutation. Fot 
in plainetearmes they refule tu obey, ſaying; The word that 
thou haſt ſpoken to vs in the name of the Lord, we will not heart” 
it of thee, but wee will doe whatſoener thing goeth out of our 
owne moruthes, as to burne Inceyſe to the thmgs of heauen, and 
zo poure out drinke Offerings wnto them, as wee hawe done, both 
we, and our Fathers, our K mgs, and our Princes, &fc. 

This realon is of no force in faRts diſallowed by the p0- 
ſitive Lawes of Kingdomes and Nations : muſt Iudges iu- 
ſtifie all things to be Jawfull that are vſuall ? Is it a good 

_ plea to cleare ones ſelfe of the crime of robbery, to ſay that 
hee is an auncient Robber ? And rhat therefore no penaltic 
1s due to him for murther, becauſe he was a murtherer from 
his youth, and ſince that time hath murthered many ? Con» 

uicted offenders are wont to plead for themſelucs after 3 


contrary 
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Verſe. PrROvVeReEs __ 


contrary manner 2 7 beſeech you to be good wnto mee, it is my 


firſt offence, I25Ea? | ; 
Lowe mplicitte, _ m ſcoring, &c.] Sinne is moſt dan» 
gerous, when it is molt loued and delighted in, 

The beſt men, ſuch as Pal was, cannot but commit it, 
but yct they hate it : it is as a yoke on their neckes, and a 
burthen on their backes, and not as a chaine or (ſumptuous 
garment, but the wicked, whom it molt cruelly woundeth 
and killeth, are molt affe&tcd therewith, preferring it before 
all things, and like of nothing without it. It is a ſugred poy= 
ſon that worketh deadly, when it talteth deliciouſly : and 
bringeth vpon them the greateſt plagues who hath giuen it 
entertainement with greateſt pleaſure, hen wickedneſſe was 
ſweet in his mouth ((aith Zophar ) and he hid it under his tongue, 
and fauoured it, and wonld not forſake it, but kept it cloſe in his 
mouth, then the meate in his bowels was turned, the gall of Aſpes 
was in the middeſ# of him. Reade Tohn 3.19, Epheſ. 4, 19. 
Exzech.33,31. Pſal. 73.6, 1 John2.15.16. Tames 4.4. 

Firſt, ſo much as wickedneſſeis loucd, the Lord and his 
Law is hated, as may partly appeare by the end of this ſen» 
tence,and more fully by thoſe places quoted out of S. James 


and S. lohn, 
Secondly, where Louc is depraued and ſet on evill objets. 


all che reſt of the affections, Feare, Hope, Ioy, &c. muſt 

needes be corrupted with ir, yea, the whole ſoule is out of 

order, and therefore alſo the ations and wayes will be all 
ruerted. 

Thirdly, they whoſe hearts are (et on (inne, arc hardly re- 
claymed from it, for Loue is a ſtrong band, whether it rye 
the minde to good or cuill : friends will not calily be per- 
ſwaded to part company, See Verſe 16, and Cop 10.23, © 

Fooles, &c.} They are greater fooles that deſpile (pirituall 
vnderſtanding, than which are deſtitate of naturall capacitie, 


SceVerſ.7. and Chap. 12, Yerſ. 1. Dott, 2, 
Verle, 


— 
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Verſe 23, Twurne you at my correftion, beheld I will poure 
out my ſpirit onto jou; and make you onderſtand my werads. 


V IsDoME having ſcarched into their ſore, and 

having diſcourred the ſame viito them, doth now 
apply a plailter which may,healc it: and after a ſharperebuke 
for their former folly and contempr, {hee prelcriberh a re- 
medie for the time to come, by faithfull counlell, with an 
Exhortation. 


1 The Dutie that is to be performed. 
Wherein ma 
he pry eackar - 2 The CMotines that ſhould induce 
| them to it. 


The Dntie to be performed is repentance and reforma- 
tion, which hee calleth carne, by a (imilitude taken cyther 
from Travellers, that haue gone the wrong way,and mult 
come backe againe, or from Seruvants,or Children; or Souls 
dicrs, which baue runne avay from their Gcuernours, and 
vndone themlclues, | 

The AZotines are two: the former is fromthat ſharpnelle 
which the Lord had vſed toward them, eythcr by rebuke 
or chaſtiſements: and the latter, from that kinduetle which 
he would ſhew vnto them; the promiſe whereof is noted 
with the word of obſeruation, Behotd, as intending a thing 
admirable and worthy to be looked vpon of all : and ſo in- 
deede are the things promiſed, the effets of his kingnelley 
as namely, hee would beſtow his Spiric ypon them, the gifts 
and graces of the holy Ghoſt, and that not ſparingly, and 
in a ſmal{ quanritie, but plentifully and in great abundance, 

- asrichfountainescauſe their waters to boyle out; for ſodoth 
the word (ignifie: and- more particularly; hee promifeth to 
IJumivate their minde, with the ſauing knowledge of his 
holy will, which.is the wotke and fruit ot the ſpirit that ſball 
be poured vpon them, 

The beſt counſel! that can be giuen,ls to perſwade a man 
eo repent of his linne, and to leauc it, 

| | Chril 


Dofti.z. 
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Chri commeth heerc in his goodnes, to exhort mento 
at which will doe them molt good: he taketh ypon him + 
e pcrlun of Wiſedome , to informe howtheyravay deale 
>lt wiſcly, and what isthat,: but cocurnethemſeiues from 
\cirwayes which werewicked. 4 | | 
[obn beganne his miniſtery 5 Repent : for the kingdome of Matth.4.17. 
od i5 at hand. And inthe ſame mannerdid the4ord leſies 
uc the onſet-on his; - Peter being intreated to-giue direti- 
what men frighted, and pricced' in cheir conſcicnces, 
re belt to doe y admoniſheth them to amend their lines, 
nd Paw reckoneth repentance toward God, and faith toward Attes 1.38. 
r Lord [eſus Chrift to be the ſummeof all that he taught 
her [ewes or Gentiles euery where. Reade E/ay 1, 16. 
reme4.1. Exech, 18.30. Hoſea 142, Toel 2.12.13. 
Firlt, it procureth Teconciliation with God, who isat va- Reaſox 1, 
ance with all that arc inipenitents 
Secondly, it deliuereth men out of the ſnares of the Dt- 2. 
[l, which till then, are taken of himat his will, 2 Tis, 
2 64 | 
Thirdly, it maketh men ready for their latter end, an 
cir appearance before the iudgement (cate of Teſaw Chrif?, 
hereas before they liue vnder the burden of a guilty con- 
ience, andin danger of death and damnation. 
Fourthly, it preuentcth manifold plagues, and curſes in 
is life, and cither remoueth or altereth the nature of thoſe 
hich had formerly (cized vpon men, 65 | 
Fiftly, .it makerh way for , bringeth and ſcaſoneth all 
ood proſperity, andcauſeth men to runne theirrace with 
dy and comforrt,both with the peace of a good conſcience, 
nd n fruition of all carthly bleſſings which ace expedicnt 
or them. | 
; InflruQion, to hearkento the Lord, Zeſis ( briit fo gra- 
ouſly aduifing vs, and to vle all holy means, whereby our 
dules may be purified;- and our liues reformed , and lo to 
onuert in due manner ;2 as to ſcarch and try our wayesand 
rae vato him, . Eamene 3.40: Tocanfefle our finnes and 
auvc them; Pro:28.1'3, To humble our heares with godly 
L ſorrow 


- 


Dolly, 2: 
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forrow and affliction, Lame: 4.9. and acknowledge thi 
gicndſhip which have delivered Wikedomes mellagey 
vs * for nonecan be fo beneficiall, and gratifie vs fomu 
as they which haue communicated vnto vs the counſel 
God, and direted vs irithe way of faluatio' ; Hee thathd 
conuerted a ſinner from gomg aſtray, doth [axe a ſoule fron 
death, and hideth amultutude of ſinnes. 

Reproofe and eerrour for them that divert from ſon 


* thceirlewd courſes , but turne not to the right way : whi 


may be ſaid toaltertheir linnes, rather than toleauc off 
ing ; which change ſuper(tition into profanenelle and 
fulnefle into couerouſnelle and opprefiion, &c. Thele gu 
forward ſtill in the ſame journey , though they goeinand 
ther path . And what ſhall wceſay of them that rurnebacit 
from good, or runne faſter incuill? which hauc revolt 
from that piety which they made profeſſion and ſhew( 
or are more outragiousin wickednes and rebellion agair 
God, than euerchey were wont to be? If there be Wil 
in Wiſedomes counſel], there is nothing but folly andn 
nes in thele mens praftiſes, 

lncouragement for them that obey this holy exhortit 
on, that depart from iniquities, as they are admoniſhedyi 
returneto God, asto him they are called, thoughthey* 


| lelted at, and evill ſpoken of , and cenſured far (ily ce 


tures and ideots, yet let them conlider that they can notVt 
reproached, but that Gods will, which they obeyed, 
allo be contemned: if they dealc abſurdly , thecounſeld 
God teacheth abſurdities : if their behauiour in this relptl 
beridicuſous, it is a ridiculous thing tocome to God, 
be made happy and bleſſed for ever. ; 
et my correttion, &-c.) Reproofes and af flitions 
_ of God to helpe mentoward faluation, and make the 
bets 32.7 2. 

The endwhy hee checketh and chaſteneth vs , is Nt 
drivevs from him, but to draw vs to him 3 as parcnts 
ture their childrento make them obedient, and dutifull# 
nobrebells and runne-agates ; and Husbandmen till ts 
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zund , that it may be fertile, and bring forth corne, and 
weedesand thiftles , Therefore hee called them fooles, 

1 (corners, notin bitternes with purpoſeto reuilethem,ſo 
as in louc, to admonifh them of their fooliſhnes, and 
rning, that they might know the wickednefle of their 
es, and the perill of their cſtate, and fo hearken to coun- 
, and bereformed. Heereuntv tend many Sentences and 


yings in the Scriptures, among which thisis one: As ma- Revel.zurg, 


; I] loue, Irebuke and chaiftew: be zealous therefore , and a- 


d. And thisis another : Hee that regardeth inflrattion, it Prover.z0.1y; 


he way of life : but , hee that refuſetb correftion goeth out of 
way : Reade Pſal.,94 12, Eſay 30.20-21, Jere.z1.18.19, 
br.12-10. 
Firſt, his rebukes and threatnings are ſeldome without 
epts and promiſes annexed ynto them , according as 
pearcth heere, and in Efay: eA ſinfull Nation , a People la- 
with iniquity : Princes of Sodemwe , People of Gomorrah: 
en you ſtretch your hand [ will hide mine eyes from you . Waſh 
, make you cleane : take away the exill of your workes before 
e, Cc4/e to doe enill, learne to doe well : though your ſames 
oy they ſhall be made white as wool, Eſa.l +4.10.If. 
-18. OC, | 
Secondly, the Lord exempteth not, arrather (to ſpeake 
pperly) debarrech nut his owne: ſonnes and daughters, 
I deareſt children from reproofesandcorretions, which 
y ſhould neuer caſte of, were they teſtimonics of his ha- 
d, and not pledges of his loue , for the good of their 
les, 
Thirdly, his porpoſe in rebukingandchaſtening of his, 
eucaled by the good effects of his rebukes and chaſtiſe» 
nts, For they waken them from ſecurity, and ſtirre them 
to an holy feare of the Lord : they purge away much 
de, and helpe to worke humility z they fſerue to cure the 
ences of their cares , and theblindnes of their eycs, that 
y may hcare better when God ſpeaketh , and {ce wore 
en he worketh, 
Ged fpeakgth once or twice (laith Elbe) andoneſeeth it re 
£ 2 | 4 
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then hee openeth the eares of men, euen by his correttions, whi 
hee ſealeth, that hee might cauſe man to turne away fron, 
enterpriſe, and that hee might hidethe pride of man ! Manyyt 
ers are procured by them, in tfi'examination of mens va 
hearts and waies: many faults are confetled which clfowe 
be hidden, and many lives are reformed, which others 
would remaine vngodly, vnrighteous, and euery waymi 
ked, 

Iaſtrution , to ſatisfiethe Lord, in'that which heink 
deth , and receive that benefit which hee thereby offere 
Doth hetherefore chidezand ſtrike vs, that we ſhouldtur 
vnto him? What meane wee to runne further from hin 
Why doe wee not accept of his helpe , to come backem 
ſorrow, and ſhame, and feare, and humiliation, for thoſe! 
which wee haue committed with delight and pleaſure? 

Though his word , which ſhould haue beene enough 
reclaime vs, hath not ſufficiently prevailed withvs, yet 
hisword and (tripes ioyned together be.nolonger 
but haue their effetuall working. Let nota reproofe;a lol 
a {ickenes, an ach, the death or hurt of a friend, a crolk 
family, or any thing that is grieuous and bitter vnto v8 


. tinuewithvs, or palle away from vs without ſome profit 


for this purpoſetwd extremities-are heedefully to be a0t 
ded, that weeneyther contemne 'Gods'voyce or hifid, 
ſlighe matters,and not to be cared for : neither yetto thit 
them ſo heauy and importable,as tobe diſcouraged attht 
They are not impoſed onvs to that end that wee fouls 
ther ſtubbornly ſtand againſt them without ſubmiſſion; 
heartleſly linke downevnder them, withour hope and © 
fort.. And thereforthimſelfe giveth this admonition» 
incouragement : Ay ſonne , defpiſe not the chaRening # 
Lord, neyther faint when thow att rob1thed of him * FO 
the Lord loueth} her thafteneth' j and hee ſcour geth ener) | 
that bereceinath,) Ow nd © | 
Behold; Þnill pow out 6.1 'Allthe maladics of G 
EleR, arc healed by his ſanRifying Spirir, 


© Herewithhepromiſethtoalliltcheſiwple,to make 


% ud 1 


Yſ.2.3. ProveR3%ss. 33 
icious , and the ſcorners. to make thera more model : 
] thefooliſh, ro teach them wiſedome : allare to defiſt- 
mthe love of their vices; and cuery one to returne tothe 
ht wey, and honie to his owne maiſter, bythe helpe and/ 
rtue of the Spirit , The Prophets vie to promile this as 
effeQuall remedy againſt all forts of calamitics, as well 
)blike as private , 'both externall and internall.* That did Mw 22.00 00] 
ay in this manner 2 'Thepalace foal be forſaken j' and the- Y 3514-055 
m/e of the (ity ſhall be left : the rowers and fortreſſe' ſhall be 
nes for ener ; the delight of wilde Aſſes , and a pattwre for 
hes , wntill the Spirit be powred vpon vs from aboue , and 
wilderne(ſe (that is a man barren of grace) become a frait- 
field; thatis , a Chriſtian plentifullin goodneſſe, And 
zeſame did Ezechtel in thele wordes :' &£ wewheart will I Exec.z6.28.29. 
e 104, and a new Spirit will ] put within you, and 1 will take Wo 
way the tony heart ont of your body and I will give you an heart | 
fleſs. And Iwill pat my Spirit within you , andcanſe you ro 
uke m my Statutes. Andye ſnail dwell in the land that I 
__— Father:,and yee ſpall be my people,aud 1 will be your 
0a, fe. By | 
Firſt, without it no man knoweth the willof God , as ap- 
jearerh by Wiſedomes ſpeech in this place; / will make: you 
puacritand my words,” Availe is ſpread ouer every mans 
ninde, which cannot 'be remeoucd by any 'man, of any 
meanes, but onely by the Holy Ghoſt. 
Secondly , without it no man can imbrace the graces . 
hich are offeredznor performe the ſeruices which are com» 
nanded : nor doe ſuch duties as'are required, The Spirit 
zorketh faith and giueth power to belecue tthe Spirie wor» 
eth ſoſtnes of heart, and giueth power to repent « the Spi- 
it worketh holy deſires, and giucth power to pray +the Spi- 
it worketh obedience ,. and giueth'power to keepe Gods 
ommandements : the Spirit worketh vprightnes ,/ and-gt» - 
ueth power to deale [incerely 3 Every vertue and all goods 
nelle is the fruit of the Spiritz ' whoſocuer hath itis afree ._ 
man; and whoſoeuer is deſtituteof it , is in bondage'? and ©», 
herefore can doeno more forhis owne ſoule than hig:two 4%, 
L3 maſters, WJ; = 


— —_—— 
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maſters, Sinne and Satan , will permit him , Nowehe 

is the Spirit, and wherethe Spirit of the Lord «, there uh 
ty : Which moued the Prophet to pray [o carneltly jth 
God would eftabliſh himwih his free Spirit. 

Conſolation to them ypon whom this celeſtiall and 
vine giſt is beſtowed : it is an infallible cuidence of God 
kindneſſe and fauour , ſuch as hee ſhewethto none buthy 
owne: for by the ſame they arebegotten and made higow 
He that er(t without it was his cnewy, is now by pollelli 
of it become his childe : and the better he louethany ofh 
children,the more abundance of his grace hee giueth 
them: and therefore, becauſe Teſus ( brift is ablolutely, al 
infinitely, the beſt and dcareſt of all his ſonnes,- hee hut 
moſt abundantly repleniſhed him, with the fulneſſe of by 
Spirit : for teſtification of his loue, Behold, ſasth he, mySt- 
want, 1 witl ſtay vpon him : mine Eleft in whom my onde dah 
teth, I haue pat my Spirit vpon him , Gorgeous apparrell,d6 
licate fare , ſumptuous houſes , coſtly furniture, beauy; 
ſtrength, parentageand the like, muſt all and backe, aol 
give place tothe Spirit,and what is wealth vnto it, although 
thy treaſures were equall with Salomens ? Or,what were pit 
ferment and dignity , if thou couldeſt ariſe to the heights 
Salowmons glory? Oh then vic it well,and cheriſh it ; maket 
- thy guide to be direted by it ; letit command | and beit 
- ſubieiontoit . Grieue it not with luſts, pride, hy 

cnuy, bitternelle, lewd ſpeeches, negligence inthe ſeruict! 
of God, or any manner of profanencfle ; If thou wouldel 
haue it dwell cheerefully in thee, and thy heart be mat 
_ checrefull by it; imploy it contioually, and vſethe bept 

thereof at all cimes, in fighting againſtthy corruptions: 
working godly griefe , in making thy prayers for thee: it 
framing thy carcs to attention: in applying the wordito th) 
heart $10 {tiring heevpr obedience: that hatcth id{end) 
and is made ſad when men will not take prof by it, and® 
_ anats Mgr it hath moſt buſinelle, acts 

crrour tor them that are wholy carnall, and alto 

ficſhly, of what cſtate or nature, or complexion ſocuer tht) 


= as 


od o 
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c of, or what wit, or learning} or other indow ments ſoeuer 
hey have ? None of all theſe can heale the hurts of their 
pules, nor cure the wounds which ſinne hath madein their 
onſciences, 

The precepts of God preuaile norto teach , nor his pro- 
niſes toallure, nor his threatnings to terrifie , nor his cor- 
etions ro humble , oralterthe hearts of thoſe which are 

oydof the Spirit, Euill trees they are , their rooteis with- 
ut all good lappe, and how then being not grafted, ſhould 
hey bring forth any fruit , butthat which is cuill ?' Saine 
LInde complayning of many enormous crimes of wicked 


ncn, that walked after their owne ungodly tufts, aſfigneththis Ade 5.18.19. 


s the cauſe thereof, That they were fleſhly, not haumy the ſpi- 

it, So then, till that be given vnto ther, © they are in che 
nares of the diuell, inthe power of ſinne, vnder the curſe 
df God, and ſubieAto damnation. Yet is not their cale fo 
Jelperate as that it ſhould be deemed remediletle , becauſe 
the mercy of God is not confined in ſuch ſort,avnot to haue 
liberty to' be extended rothem : nor his hand ſhorrned, 
with inability of giuing grace : they be notcur off from the 
hope and pollibiliry of hisineſtimable blefling,though they 
are deprived of the preſent poſſ:ſlion thereof . Wolper may 
be made companions of Cabal and Leopards lie with Kidde, 
and Lyons with Calues, vehemons Aſpes, and Cockatrices may 
grow to be ſo mecke and harmeleſſe, that ſucking children 
may play upon their holes without perill. * 


- 


| | Verle 24. Foraſmach as 1 call, but p refuſe, 1 firerch out 
my hand, but none regardeth : 4 Jy ov! 
Verle 25. But yee deſpiſe all my connſell,and will none of my 


corre(iion, 


H' therro Wiſedome hath -perſwaded wicked men to re- 
pentance by expoſtulations,” exhortations, and promi- 


{cs. Nowſhedeclareth the miſerable cſtate of wilfull perſons 


with comminationsand threatnings. 


Theiudg-went that ſhee denounceth againſt them,js no - 


kellethandeſtryRion it ſelft; whichis ſhewed, partly by the 
20:28 L 4 caule 


\ 


Eſay 11.6.7.8, 
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cauſeofit, in theſe two verſes; and partly; by the gricuo 
nes of it, in the three next. | "v4 
_.. The caule ig obflinacic and peruerſenetie, whereofſhy 
conuinceth them , partly by her benignity , and kindedes 
ling towards them, andpartly by theic irigratitude, and cog. 
temptuous behauiour towards her, Shee calleth themly 
way of inuitement,to be partakers of her graces: zee ftrath. 
eth out ber hands wnto them, expreſſing her carneſt deſired 
chcir conuerlion, as men by beckoning orother lignes ins 
portune thoſe whom they would haue to come vnto then; 
but they.refuſed ta hearken, and to.yeeld obedience to he 
VOyce : none of them regarded the teltimonies and tokensd 
her fauour : they deſpiſed, (ct at naught; and derided herd 
ſell, thoſe wholeſome precepts, and admonitions which fie 
gaue vnto them,and would none of ber correftions,were wen 


A of her rebukes and chaſtiſcements,but notamended by then, 
Dott.1. 


A14f; 11.27. 22. 


rabbi 2,10, 2 Kings 11. I 34.14 
"Chron. 56.15.16." Beb,2-2.3.4. art 12. 25; Luke 13, 
Heb, 6, p 8, oy” : na a EV Ok 
Firlt; the goodneſſe of God is diſpiſed, his gifts aredif 
valued, and bis fagour reietcd, by the refuſall of his git 
cious offers, and diſobedience to his holy inflryRtionsT-] 
| Secondl y,the conſcience is moreprefſed with the v 
of guiltinelle,when men doe wittingly and willingly proceed 
In their cuill wayes againſt the knowledge af the truth) and 
the manifeſtation of Gods holy will ſo evidently demory 
ſtrated ynto them : and therefore by his righitcous.ivd#® 
OY | menk, 
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ment, their'cyes gtow blinder;zand their hearts Harder, vn- 
tillthey be wholy giuen ouer co/a-reprobate ſerice,” | - 
Thudly, -all the. mcanes which haue' offered, and 
repulſedyturne to be teſt monies againſtrhem; Eucty Icfſon 
which they haue: heard, eucry example which'rthiey have 
ſcenc,cuery croſle whichthey haye felt;cuerybleſling which 
they baue recciued, doe. cry. far puniflymentvpoh them at 
onetime oranotherin thislife,and willgiue eaidencetgainſt 
them, in-the audicrice ofall che world; before theTudge- 
ment-ſcateof leſus Chriſt... 109 21,190 98 
Confuration. of then) that thinke-it lawful to' turne the 


6: Depart fromwmentl ger 
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InſtruQion for thoſe that-inioy the Sunne-ſhine of the 
Goſpell, by the ſound and miniſtcricand preaching thete- 
uf, to-call themſclues to a reckoningy and take an account, 
how. much: grace they hauc gotten, and what ſeruice they 
haue performed, and how ſurethey haue made their Ele 
on and Calling, by the opportunitie of Gods holy Word, 
 reliding and ſhining ameng thew. They mult remembay 
that, to whom: much is committed, of him much ſhall be 
required: the Jonger'the day of their learning hath beene, 
andthe lighter,the more worke and (cruice will be ex 
at their hands; and the better. Wee doe not looke for (0 
' much fruie of a tree that hath growne but a few yeeres,/in 
4 ground that is barren,asof that which hath growne many 
yecres in a ſoyle that is fertile. And therefore it beſecmeth 
them that haue beene taught moſt;and haue profeiled moſt, 
to ſhew themſclues of all others, moſt godly, molt right& 
ous, moſt mercifull,mecke, patient, humblc, fober, diligent . | 


in thee, Focations, and 'beſt qualified with all excellent | 
ycrtues, . | 1 IH 


Reproofe and terrour, for the great multitude of profeh 

[cd rebels againſt the Lord and his Word, in theſe days: 
The more Religion and Chriſtianitic is taught,the more, al- 
molt in all placeszit iscomemnedand trampled on :\and 88 
the loathſomenelfe and danger of linne is diſcouered,'(ois 
the loue and practiſe thereof increaſed, What generation 
ever law more pride and vnthriftineſſe, more gluttony and 
drunkenneſſe, quarrels. and contentions, than ours ?- Neuer 

| any. What generation cuer heard more blaſphemies;cut- 
_ lings lyes,ſlanders,filthy and malicious ſpeeches,than our 
Neuer any. What generation cuer felt more wrongs andinr 
lurics, more hortible cruelticand oppreſſions, than ours? 
Neuer any, What generation/ever knewall kindes of intqui- 
ties more common, mare vdious,.mure audacious and im> 
pudent, than ours? ' Wee never reade of any. ' a 

_ The raine of the: Wordof God that by4he vertue of the 
Spirit, ſhould cauſe the ſweet: flowers' of, Grace to flouriſh 
among vs, by the teroripet fafult glegoromapiontdorh 
OF | - OCCallvn 
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occalion the wicked weedes' of linneto 'waxe exceeding 


rancke and noylome. i 
Tee haue deſpiſed, cc.) The greateſt offence.againſt the 


Word of God is tocontemadc it, -- Sea-Chap,.13; 1 $' 


, Verſe 26.1 will alſo lexgh at your. calamitie, and werke whe 


your feare commeth, | | * 
verſe 7. peg ng ann commeth lhe an horrt Y ledeſela- 
tion, and your deſtruition app roatheth as a Whirle-winde : when 


affiiftion and anguiſh ſhall come vpon you, j oile 
Verſe 28. Then ſhall they call ypon mee, but 1 willnot heave ; 
they ſhall ſecke mee earely, but they ſhall not finde me, | 


S 6 E cauſe of their miſerie hauing beene expre(lſed-aps+ 
parantly in the premi(cs, the gricuouſneſlethereof is in 
theſe words deſcribed : as fir(t, that they ſhall.be comfort- .- 
[eſſe and helpleſſezthe Lord ſhewing himſelfe righteouſly vn- 
mercifull to them, in /aghing «t, thews,' and /cormng then: 
Not that there is in the Lord any diſpolition of laughter, or 
ſcorning, but for mans capacitic, hee-is often in the Scrip- 
tures relembled co man, with humane affeRions, as here, 
becauſe hee will not care for them, but caſt them off; hee 18 
faid to deride them for.chat it is a-milcry.not.to beirclieued 
in miſery,bur-a double corlic and woe;to be iclted at of thoſe 
who onely can helpe them. | N es 
Secondly, the manner of the plague, amplified with ſo ma- 
ny words and ({imilies, dath prouc.it to be gricuous: av be- 
cauſe it will be eerrible,and make them ſore afpaid, itis called 
by the name of feare, and it is ſaid to come like an horrible da. 
ſolation, the word properly ſignifieth a furigus breach. or 
ruine of any thing, breaking andouer-throwing whatſocuer 
it mecterh with : andit.is comparedcoa #hale-wingde,which 
commeth fodainely and with great: violence, not onaly 
blowing vp dult and chaffe, and light matter, kuzblowigg 
downe oftentimes trees and houſes, and Rrang buildipge,..... 
Thirdly, the effe&s which it will worke, (hall giue nefhiz -:- 
monie ſufficient of the ſharpnelle. of Gods: procredin 


Ifay 27.11. 


Iſay 30. 1}. 
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againſt theo: for that their hearts ſhall be filled with af. 
ton and angnſh , and cheir tongues ſhall be compelled; 
throuzhfextrernitie of torment and danger, to cry to- him 
whom they tavuetcontthined; bur ro no purpole, and with 
out ſuccetle : for hee will not anſere them, that is, grant their 
requeſts; bur will reftifie his wrath, and-itcrea(e their ſorroy, 
by denying the thingsthey pray for: yea, the greatnelle of 
their diſtretſeNalbinforcerhem toſcek him carcly; verydi 
ligently and careftl{ly they ſhall ſpare no paines; yea;they 
ſhall breake their ſlcepes in the morning , and: yet all mt 
fnde himwgracious andmercifull to them in their griefes and 
perplexitice. * © ©, win wen 
Therefore willl laugh, &c.) Contemptuous and obſtinate 
ſinners hall fadeno fauour from Ged in.their-milerie,”7” 
They regarded it notwhen it was offered ynto thei, .48 
thinking they ſhould never ſtand in neede of it: and nov 
when they wopld haue it, they ſhall have all celtimonics of 
his Hatred in| fiedd-Yhereof ; hee willnoc in pirtje; bemone 
thdir'caſe; but av'one that were glad of their trouble, will 
mockeat' theith * hee will not comfore them with his pre 


| ſence andpromiſes, nor helps them with his hand, but ter- 


riie them more with his' angry countenance, and purlue 
them with addition' of judgements. /t gra people of owe ie 
derſtanding (faith one of the Prophets) therefore he rhatmaie 
thens ſhall nat haue compaſſion on them, and hee that farm 
then ſhall havie no mercy on them. Whatthenwill itlue vpon 
it ? Therefore their iniquitie ſpall be vnto them, a4 a breach th4t 
falteth, or a ſwelling 'in' an high wall, whoſe breakurg, conmeth - 
fodamly in a moment, and the breaking thereof is likg the bxed- 
king of 4 Potter; pot, which i; broken withont pitty, and inthe 
breaking thereof 1s not found 4 ſpeard to take fire out of the 


hearth, or to take water out of the pit, And another of the 


Pr , oberg UM) Grd will eaft them away, becauſe they ba 


' not 


'Firft,/ir-ſtandeth with equitie, that the Lord ſhould 
haue them in diriſion 'when their puniſhinene commeth 
vpon ther, for that rhey had his Medſ-neersang.Counſels 


in 


- 
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in dirifion, vvhen his Word:was (ant ynto them} +1 :.. 
Secondly, hee will in time Make them a mocking-ſtocke 

to his people, his ſeruants ſhalh ſhows atthem withioy, fog 
their fall,and clap their hands atehejr delizugtion; ang there- 
fore himſelfe will have no commileratyon-en them!: fur.als 
beit heeis more infinitely pittifullahan tbe beſt, nen.can be, 
yet where hee forbiddeth 'his people.to ſhey: pittic,.and 
would haucathem to profetle their, lous to Bia, by.iplultay 
tion ouer -his enemies , there 'hi&-mexRy.- Is not 40, be ex» 
eged. ondh v1 6 
: Thirdly, his\mercy, pittie, and compeſlion is cieAuall, 
whom hee pitcieth, he alſo preferuethand delivercth, which 
is a fauour peculiarly appropriated ta thiple whom het hath 
cholen, ' uch) o_ 4 Lay 9 ry 21h 
Terror for (infull men, which proyoke Gads diſpleaſure, 
and incenſe his indignation, in hope to finde him kinnde and 
gracious. For, take they not boldaetJe to,wallow in-wicked- 
nelſe, andto drinke ininiquitic ava bealt doth, water,to neg» 
le& repentance, yea ,, Hand: arined to reſilt-it, vpon this 
zround, that God.is merciful};that Chriſt will (ave all, or if 
any periſh, it muſt.be others and:not chey? they haue (caled 
themſejues a Pattent for faluation and (afctic.. Wee ſhall hawe 
peace (lay they):alrhaugh wee watke inthe iuhbornneſſe of, 05 
owne heartz.Bureſuch prdſumprtuous perycytersof Gods good- 
nelle haue their anſ{were:alreedyuikehewwould take. its they 
are told. thar, The Zerd will not be merciful unto them, bat bis 


wrath and walouſie ſinl ove them. and ouery curſe 


that is written bn: his EZaw (bail vpen theys, fiosn wiw 
-For whar meane the Scriptures by tempting of God,,if 
this/be not to tempt him 2Dde:theynor attempt to.det; his 
attributes at variance by parts-taking,when ghicy would hauc 
his' Mercy 10 .maintaine rebels:incvill:doing againſt his 
luſtice? 12 D809 221 5150 tocte tle writs 0? (11854 & 221! 
Conſolation for:them that heare:his:Word and obey it, 
we ct to his rr ru, It, that inioy his 

ouc intheir gqod, eftate; ani found eheichappigeile 
his fauour, though they fall ans. Og Yana 
not 


- — 
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- rience.(wee-doubt) will more fully informe them, theregf+ 
ter, than all that wee' can {peake tothe point, may doe lor 
the preſent... +4 3 04k C3 BELLE3 1 
InſtruRion , to prevent theſe defperate.and helliſh feara, 
by holy and liucly feares; as ro-tremble at the rhreatnings 
of the Law 3 beforttthourhaſt firmed ,-andi fo etehew that 
which is cuill : totrembleat the light of thine offences, ab 
ter thow-halt ſinned, | and lo come eq repentance: to behold 
how others are puniſhed for their tranſgreſſions, and fo take 
heede thou commit not'the like, or continue not-in the 
like , but letthe'ſtrokesvpon then be inftruftivns to thee, 
. and be thoy/admoniſhed by-their miſerics.. 11,bt 
Then ſoall they call ypoume, &:c;\'\'T.he defpiſers -of-Gods 
word, are many times driuen to make bootelelle prayets 
in their diltrefles, tn; vir 
The world gocth hard withthem, ard in- awofull plight 
they are, when they wult put them(clues toa peece of worke 
which chey haue'tuer deemed ((s tedious 5 and burdenſome, 
as to pray, and cry, andiearneſtly to ſceke God for ſuccout, 
nothing but extreame neceſlity can compell them to this 
' notwithltandirg the time will come ,/ when their needeſball 


require ity. when they mult neegdes be brougheroit, and-y&t | 
be nothing .bolpen by it. cf 4 | ; ecea 


The Lord tore-knoweth when they will come, andlither- 

- fore hath alrcady-determined nut to be (oundof them infe 
uour, not to be tntreatedto\ſhew them mercy ; for lo hetel- 
Eſey 1.15. f{eththem 3. When you ſhall'ftretch out your hands'y {will hilt 


A* »#2ti: 


mine eyes from: you : and\ though yournake many prayers, 1 mu 
wot heare. Danid (aw experience of Godsſcuerity in reiecing 
the ſapplications of his fintull 'adueraries , ashirlcifetclt 
fieth; They cryed,, but there was none t0 [aur them, enen oh 
+he Lord; buy hee anſwered' they; ner; And: tobrallo before 
thoſe dayes;had obſerued, arid knew:well chat thi wicked 
\ werewonteo call vpon the Lord in their calamities., andat 
their deaths, but loſt their labour + |Fer ({aith'tice) #h# 
hope hath the hypocrite when her hath heaped vp riches , if Gul 
Oe. take away bis ſouls ? Will Gad heave his erymwhew trouble =— 
, wry. 41 


Pſal. 18.41, 


Iob 21.9, 
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th pou kim ? Reade Hoſea 5.6. Proy.28.9, Tere.11-21. 
Firlt they remaine wicked, and regard wickednes in their 

arts, and therefore themſelues , their prayers and all 0- 
pretended ſeruices, are offenſive to God, according to 
prouerhe, The /acrifice of the wicked 1 abhominationto the 

rd, Prou,15.8$. 

Secondly , their prayers procecd nor from faith, humi- 


y, and truth of heart : their delire isnot ſo much tor Gods, 


our, as their owne dcliuerance, and indemnity : they 
notthe Holy Ghoſt, but the labour of the fleſh, There- 
e doth the Plalmilt complaine;ſaying;/Yhen he ſlew them, 
ſonoht him, and returned, and ſought God earely : but th 
wrered hin with their month, and diſſembled with hum with 
ter tongue : for their heart was not vpright , nexther were they 
thfull in bis conenant. And therefore doth Hoſeacomplaine 
thele words; They haxe not cryed wnto me withtheir hearts, 
ben they howled upon their bedaes : they aſſembled them/elues 
ry corne and wine, and they rebell again#t me. 
Thirdly, itis a righteous thing with Gud , to repel! their 
rayers, which hauc (o long time repelled his word : Hee 
th cryed, and they would not heare; andeherefore is it not 
Iſt that they ſbouldery, and he not heare? Zach,7.1s. 
| Confutation of them which chinke that prayers are at e- 
ery moment in their powers ready to be made, and alwaies 
tcuall to ſaue them from hell , at what timeſocuer they 
ake them, although they proceed not from true faith and 
pentance- All the Impoſters in the world illude not men 
d much,nor dothem the twenticth pare of that miſchiefe,as 
ey bring vpon rhemſelues,by the vaine and harmfull con- 
dence, that God will ſhew them mercy , whenſocuer they 
willing co finde it, and not refuſe their prayers, at what. 
dcuer timethey liſt to offer them, They preſume of a po- 
cr ouer his atfeions , and a command in his eares, that 
nen they would be pardoned , hee mult be gracious vnto 
cm, and whentheywould beheard,, hee mult nor delay 
giuethem audience. The Diuell, and an hard hearchath 
naiited them, to belecue that they can inchant him, © 
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92 PrRovenss. Chap\i, 
not be forſaken in them: he will pittie them, and nor laugh 
at them: his compaſſion ſhall be for their comfore, and not 
his vninercifulnelle for their diſcouragement. 

That which hee profelſeth concerning Ephraim, whom 
hee had ſo ſharpely corrected, belongeth to all the reſt of 
his people, whom with his rebukes and rods hee nureureth 
Emer ſince I ſþaks againſt bi (in threatnings and appoynting 
the execution thereof) 1 ſtall remembred him : therefaremy 


' bowels are troubled for him: I will ſurely haue compaſſion you 
. » him, ſaith the Lord, 


1508, 28. 20. 


When your feare, &6.) Boldnelſe in committing of ſinne 
wil] make the puniſhment thereof very terrible, 

When they reie&ed his counſels, when they regardednot 
his promiſes, when they tuſht at his menacings, they little 
thoughe of trembling at his iudgements, they ſcemed lafe 
for the preſent, and therefore dreamed of (atety perpetuall, 
but plagues mult come, and will diſmay them with their ve- 
ry lookes; and afterwards molt heauilic pretle and cruſh 
them with their waightand violence, 

Belſnazzar, that cxecrable King of Babell, was meruci- 
lous hardy, cuen to profeile defiance againſt rhe God of 
heauen, bythe profanation of his holy V eſſecls,and by othet 
teſtimonies of deſpight ; but ſo ſoone as he ſaw his-doome 
written vponthe wall, though as yet hee vnderſtood not the 
meaning of it, his countenance was changed, and .bis thoughts 
troubled bins, ſo that the ioynts of his loynes were looſed, and bu 
knees (mote one againſt the other. We may reade alſo of Sau 
in what wofull perplexitic hee was, when the Diuell, (whom 
hee was wont to obey more than God) in Samwels likenes, 
delivered to him Gods meflage, and cold him what cuill 
would befall him onthe morrow; the apprehenſionof perill 
cauſed him through feare, to fall downe flat on the 
like a beaſt, fo that all which were preſent had much a-doe 
to make him riſe-and take food, although hee had becne a 
whole day faſting, Reade Dexr. 28.65. 66, Lexit.2 6.36. 
P/al. 14.5. Joy 35. 24, lob 15. 21,24, and 18. 11- 
and 27.320, 


Firlt, 
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Firſt, their miſerie and punifhment{half come vnlooked Reaſon 1 


for, and before they arc aware, as a Theefe in the nighe; as 
ſorrow vpon a woman in trauell, and as #hilewinde, as our 
Text doth ec{tifie, | | 

Secondly,they come forcibly (as the compariſons where. 
by they are deſcribed doe ſhew) and will prevaile. They can 
neyther bepreuented by policie,nor reliſted with power, nor 
bought out with mony,nor auoyded with flight, nor by any 
meanes eſcaped, | 

Thirdly, chey conliſt not in tollerable crofles; in tempo- 
rary aduerfitie, whereof there is hope and likelihuod of an 
end, but in importabletorments,in cternall perdition,in per 
fet woe and miſery, that will- enduce without mitigation, 
for cuer. 

Fourthly, the vnquenchable flame of Gods indignation, 
which can never 'be extinguiſhed, and ynceſſant clamours 
vf their guilty conſciences, which can never be appealed, 
will proue ſo hydeous and horrible vato thera, as that they 
ſhall beaffrighted by them for ecuer.. 

Terrour for them that harden their hearts, and imbolden 
their mindes to take libertiero doethatwhich their luſtsre- 
quire. They are vnwilling to hauc any- of their wayes 
thought to be vnlawfull : and when:they: cannot chule,they 
would yct hauc the knowledge of perill concealed from 


4+ 


Vie tn. 


them. (lt was no pleaſant diſcourſe foriFehx toheare Paul 47s 24. 26. 


diſputing of righreowſneſſe and temperance, and of the indge- 
went to: come, he could not but \tremblear it. ) And-if chey 
cannot obtayne {lence of thoſe things, then they labourto 
perſwade their hearts that the things be not true which are 
fpoken: they wincke with their/cyes;/ and: rel] themſelues 
there is no danger : they ſtop their cares and ſay;zweeheare 
nothingehat maketh againſt vs.Butfooles they arc;and foo- 
tthhly infatuate their owne ſoules: for that which they.will 
not (ce, they ſhall be madeto ſecele;and that which theyre 
fuſed to heare, they ſhall be inforced to ſuffer: and what 


dreads and perplexitics, what pangs and paines, their auda» . 
cious preſumption will bring vpon them, their owne expe-} 


rience- 


_ — 
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- rience.(wee-doubt) will more fully informe them. hereqk- 

ter, than all that wee! can ipeake tothe point , may doelat 
the preſent, 24 42 4h RES = 1 

In(truRtion , to prevent theſe deſperate.and helliſh fearey 
by holy and liuely feares; as tro tremble at the rhreatnings 
of the Law y befort thourhaſt firmed ,-andi fo etehew thi 
which is euill : totrembleat the light of thine offenges, a 
terthow-halt ſinned, and locome eq repentance: tobehold 
how others arc puniſhed for their tranſgreſſions, and fo take 
heede thou commit not the like or continue not in the 
like , but let the ſtrokes vpontheni/ be iniftruftivns to thee, 
and be thou-admoniſhed by-their miſerics.. - 1:0, ba 

Then ſhall they call vponme, &:c\'\'T.he deſpiſers -of-God 
word , are many times driuen to make bootcleſle prayets 
in their diltrefles, | vid, 

The world gocth hard withther, ard in- awotull plight 
they are, when they wult put them(clues toa prece of:wotke 
which chey haue'tuer. deemed (ſs tedious ; and burdenſome, 
as to pray, and cry, andiearneſtly to ſceke God for ſuccoul, 
nothing but exereame neceſſity can compell them to this 
notwithſtanding the time will comes, when their neede ſhall 
require ity when they mult needes be broughero it, and y&t 

The Lord fore-knoweth when they wit come, andither- 
- fore hath alrcady determined nut to be found of them inte 
uour, not to be tntreatedto ſhew them mercy z for lo hetel 
teth chem 3. her you ſhallſtrerch out your hands y 1 wall hide 
mine eyes from: you : and" though yonmahe many prayers, 1 il 
wot heare. Dauid (aw experience of Godsſcuerity in teieRing 
the ſapplicationyof tus fintull aduerſaries , ashimſcifetclth 


fieth; They cred, but there was youe to [anethem, exen ont 


the Lord; bur hee anſwered they; nate. And: Jobralſo before 
thoſe dayes,”had oblerued, and knew:well that the wicked 
 werewontto call vpon the Lord in their calamities,, and 
their deaths, bur loſt their labour 't Fer (laiththee) whe 
hope hath the hypocrite when her hath heaped wy riches , if G%# 
take 004) bis ſoule * Will God heave his crywhew trouble com 


meth 


. 
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}: vpou him ? Reade Hoſea 5.6. Prox.28.9, Tere.11.21. 
Firlt they remaine wicked, and regard wickednes in their Reaſon 1, 
res, and therefore themleiues , their prayers, and all 0- 
retended ſeruices, are oftenſiue to God, according to 
prouerbe, The /acrifice of the wicked us abhomination to the P[4l.66.18. 
A, Prou.15.8S. 
Secondly , their prayers proceed nor from faith, humi- 2, 
and truth of heart : their delire isnot ſo much tor Gods 
our, as their owne dcliucrance, and indemnity : they 
notthe Holy Ghoſt, but the labour of the fleſh, There- 
e doth the Plalmilt complaine;laying;/#hen he ſlew them, Pſ 78. 34-36-37 
[onoht him, and returned, and ſought God earely : but th 
tered him with their mouth, and diſſembled with hum with 
ir tongue : for their heart was not wpright , neyther were they 
thfwll in his conenant. And therefore doth Hoſeacomplaine 
thele words; They hane not cryed wnto me with their hearts, 
ben they hawled vpon their bedaes : they aſſembled themſelues 
r corne and wine, and they rebell againit Me. 
T hirdly, itis a righteous thing with Gud , to repell their 
rayers, which hauc (o long time repelled his word : Hee 
th cryed, and they would not heare; andtherefore is it not 
{t that they ſhouldcry, and he not heare? Zach,7.13. 
Confutation of them which chinke that prayers are at e- 
ry moment in their powers ready to be made, and alwaies 
tcctuall co ſaue them from hell , at what time ſocuer they 
nake them, although they proceed not from true faith and 
pentance. All che Impoſters in the world illude noe men 
d much,nor dothem the twenticth part of that miſchiefe,as 
ey bring vpen chemſelues,by the vaine and harmfull con- 
dence, that God will ſhew them mercy , whenſocuer they 
ewillingcofinde it, and not refuſe their prayers, at what. 
cuer timethey liſt to offer them.” They prefume of a po- 
cr ouer his atteRtions , and a command in his eares, that 
nen they would be pardoned , hee mult be gracious vnto 
cm, and whentheywould beheard , thee mult nor delay 
d glue them audience. The Diuell, and an hard hearchath 
Ichaited them, to belecue that they can inchant him, © 
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grant thema Superledeas againſt che proceeding of hisg 
verity and juſtice; God hath promiſed atail times pardoy 
_ repentance, but hee hath not promiſed at all times reps 
tance. | 

InſtruRion,notto be too hopeſull of the eſtate of gut 
leſſe people, whicl, ſpend their dayes in impicty , impury 
vnrighteouſnes, maliciouſnes, and 3[l manner of rebellion 
gain{tthe Law of the Lord, and feeme to finiſh the ſame, 
their laſt houres, with ſome ſhew of falle deuotion, 

As it is dangerous to vnderrake judgement , and pal 
ſentence as though thou hadſt a place in the throne of Ge 
ſo is it not ſafeto applaud their ends ouermuch,vnlellethe 
repentance be apparent and vnfained , leſt thou or othais 
might take incouragement to walke in their ſtepper, ork 
raſh and ready to ijuſtifie any whom God hath condemned, 

And this may alſo incite men te pray both conſcionaty 
and conſtantly, atall ſeaſons, and vpor all occalons, invt 
fare, and woe, in profperity and aduerlity , performingit 
a ſeruice to God, as well as reſpeRing their owne comm, 
dity, (o ſhall they get kill to pray faithfully in their difin 
ſes : ſoſhall they haue acquaintance with the Lord , 
they ſtand inneede of his helpe. The neglect of thisis 
leadped by 7b ,-as a cauſe why the Lord regardeth nottit 
cries of the wicked, athis death , and in his miſery : F 
doth hee delight in the eAlmighty (ſaith hee) and calopon® 
at all times? Andthis is with due careto be taken heedes; 
that as wee omit not to pray often , ſo wee accuſtomed 
our leluesto pray carcleſly : for they that mocke God, int# 
king his name in vaine , andſcriouſly ſecke not his hondd 
and fauourin their Petitions , ſhall in time” Gnde themſel 
deceived in ſo doing z when they (hall be fruſtrate ofthi 
mercy and comfort, which they hoped toobraine by the® 

Conſolation to the godly, that they are priuiledged 
the happy and comfortable fruit of their prayers,they ar 
can offer vp holy and acceptable requeltsto God, and no 
— butthey ſhall hauetheir deſires granted, Hee invitethth® 
to come ynto him, hee commandeth them to cal vpenie 


"AL; 
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ime of their trouble,and promiſeth to deliner theyms.Faith and Pſal.50. 
hfull mens examples alſurethemthat no miſery can be 
:rable toſuch, ſo long as they haue atonigye or an heare 
cry toGod, and God hathan care tohearken tothem, 
an hand that is ready to helpthem. Prayer brought ſuc- 
ur to /onah again(t the boilterous billowes and ſurges of 
Sea : Prayer brought ſuccour to Damid againſt flouds 
wickedacs, and ſnares of death, Pſal.1$.4.5. 


Verſe 29. Becauſe they hated knowledge, and aid not chuſe 
feare of the Lord, 
Verle 30, They would noue of my counſel , but deſpiſed all 


y correllion. 


Ecinſifteth ill vpon the point in hard, and juſtifieth 

his accuſation , by repetition of thofe finnes which 
ould cauſe them to be (o fearefully plagued, and in recko- 
ngthem vp, hee beginneth with that wherewith hee had 
ded his expoſtulation, their hatred of knowledge : and 
hereas before hee vpbraideth them with rhe refuſall of Wiſe- 
mes gracious offers z and that they regarded then, not, hee 
paketh ir good by this , that they choſe not the feare of the 
2rd, they would not learneto bereligiousand godly when 
eanes and opportunitics were miniſtred vntothem, And 
fore it was ſaidvnto them , Tee hawe deſpiſed ali my connſell, 
d would none of my correttion, Heere it is ſaid of them, they 
ould none of my counſell , but haze deſpiſed all my correition : 
e (en{ce is the ſame,though the words be ſomewhat varied, 


Verle 31. Therefore ſhall they eate of the fruit of their owne 
ay, and be filled with thew owne deniſes. 


He former two verſes contained a rechearſall of the com- 
plaint, andthis a reuengeof the threatning, wherein he 
clareth their deſtruQion to be iult, and according to their 
wne deſerts, by*a{imilitude in this manner : Eucn asit is c» 


allthatthe planters or plow-men ſhould cateof the fruits 
M 2 Or 
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or graine, which they haue nouriſhed or ſowne,and laby 


- redfor; eſpecially if they haue increaſed mych truit,orſoun 


much corne, 'or taken much paines, that then they ſhot 

be partakers of the [abours of their hands more plentiful 

So (tandcth it with the righteouſnefle of God, to given 
theſe, that they may eate of the frait of their owne way : tht 
talte of that ſorrow and confulion which their dilloluteliug 
and froward hearts doe duely demerite . e And be filled m 
their owne demiſes , albeit they could neuer makean endd 
inventing and practiſing that which is evil] , yet they lll 
be (ated at lalt, and ſurcharged with the effects thereohlud 
fulncile of ſhame, griefe, feare, deſperation, and all mante 
of torment, that they ſhall feele themſelues ourr-burdend 
therewith , asis the ſtomacke when it is opprelled with 
much meate, and made licke by a ſurfer. | 

Wicked men make them(elues miferable by their oun} 
linnes, 

T hiey may certainly conclude of puniſh; ment, and looit 
for it ; for come it will without failing, and whatlocuer thy 
ſutter , they may thankethemſelyes for : it is of their ow 
brewing, and therefore they are purto drinke it.: it is ofthe 
owne lowing, and thetetore they are conſtrained tore 
It, Reade [04 4.8. Pron.22.8. Hoſea 10.13. and 14.24 | 
rem.5.2 5, Gad.6.7.8. Seethe point handled Chap.11,3.1) 


Verſe 32, For the turning away of the ſomaple [layeth them 
ana the proſperity of fooles aeftroyeth them, 


bl 

—_ former part of this verſeisannexcd to the premilſi 
as an cxplication and confirmation of the ſame; 

what arethewajes which femple ones (that is, ſuch ashave 
Uiſcretion to get knowledge u hen it is offered) ſhall eate"h 
mt of * Thew turning away , their wilfull refuſall of Wik 
domes inftrutons, which they will neyther learne, 
vbey , nor with any liking ſo much as looke towards: i} 
winzt arethe f7uirs which ſuch ſinful! wayes doe cauſe ths 
limpleideuts to cate of? death and damnation : they ſlay Ae 
lithey bring not violeacc vpon their bogtes, yet they " 
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hbody and ſoule to perdition for euer , The latter part 
venteth an obieion that might be made, and often is,a- 
1 this, and che former ſentences of Wiſedome : Doth 
temptuous rwrring away ſlay the ſimple? And doe deſpifere 
the fruit of their owne wayes? How commeth it to palle 
, that of all others, they commonly thriue beſt, and few 
found {o proſperous, and in ſo goodeltate as they? The 
were is made,T hat the proſperity of fooles ſhall aeftroy them, 
h in haſtening their iudgements, and making it the more 
uous : and {u ſtopperh nor, but furthererh the exccuti- 
of Wiledomes threatnings. 
Sinfulneſle doth murther them that will-not [earne wile- 
me, to-beware of it, 
There is another ſaying in this Booke,which doth much 
ord with this our text, and in meaning is altogether rhe 
ce, Inflruttion ts exit! to hum that forſaketh the way, and hee 
t bateth correftn ſhall die. 
Saint Panlacknowledgeth itto haue beene his owne caſe, 
iles he liued in ignorance, hethoughthimſelfe to be lafe, 
happy; 1 was once aline (laith he) without the Law, but 
ter that he was better informed, hefound the guilefulneſſe 
d cruelty of ſinne, howit had deceivedand ſlaine bam; in 
ich eſtate hee had continued and periſhed , if Chrif?, by 
ace, had notdelivered him, 
Zophar reſemblcth it ro a dangerous poyſon, whichis ſo 
ch the more pernicious in effe&,by how much it is'more 
calant intaſte, whereby wretched fooles arc allured to de- 
dure it, and therefore declaring the madnefſe and miſerie 
euery one of them, hee ſairh, hen wickedueſſe was ſweet 7... 
his mouth, and hee bidit under his tongue, and fagonred'it, gc, 
d would not forſake it , but kept it cloſe tm his month , then his 
ate was turned in his bawells,the gall of Aſper was in the mids 
him, hee bath ſucked the gall of Apes, andthe Vipers tongue 
Iſlay han, | 
Firlt , it ſeperateth man from God , who alone is-the Reaſon 1. 
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ntaine of life, and that to thoſe , which are vaited vnto' 
m, andhaue communion with him. Re” 
M 3 Second- 
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Secondly, it killeth and dc({troycth , it bringethiay 
tent perſons to deſtruction, by force of His curſe: high 
nings with the truth and righteoulnes thercof doerakt 
vpon them for cheir eranſgrelſtons, 

Thirdly, the diuell is a docr in this buſinefle,whoin 
lice, cnuying mans felicity , and wanting power by ix 

Y hand tocaſl them-into hell , doth.practiſe craftily tol 
TY, them thither, by inticing them.to rebell againſt their Mak 
' " %. . that he ſhould condemane them, 
Vſe1 laltruction, not to be familiar with any (inne , nort 
* + it: ſuffer not thy lelfe ro beilluded withthe Aatteries of it 
is acruell cut-throat, a bloudy murdcrer, it woundethns 
all thoſe which miſtruſt it leaſt, and leaſt ſparerh ſuch ak 
it, And therefore it isthe fatc{tway , to doe toit as it wo! 
doc tothee : purſue it with a ſtrit examinationof thyiy 
mer life , vatill chou ſhale apprehendie, and then be 
that thou ſhew it no fauour , but execute vengeance?} 
it, with indignation and deteltation : (trike at it with: 
[word of Gods righteous Law, wound it with godly gr 
and fcare and remorce, and neuer haue done with it;lok 
as any. life remaineth in it. | 
Folly of themtbat preferre this hideous monſter! 
fore all things, before welfare, before comfort, befoted 
dit, before ſafety, before (aluation « How many are there 
be (ecnealmolt inall places, which ſhew them(ſcluesto off 
bis more dearely thanall their. friends beſide? Brerhreny 
rents,children, yokeefellowes,; and beſt benefatours, ares 
ſtrangersto themin compariſon to this. Yea,in kindnell 
this they ſhew enmity to God, and make him their ene! 
linne hath innumerable more friends to take his part, 
louldiers to fixhe for him , among the ſonnes of men 
rowall the world, than the Lord himſelfe hath. 
Dofty, 2, efud the proſperity, &c) A proſperous eltate witht 
gracc is palling hurtfull, if 
| Our $auiour beſtoweth woes vpon worldlings that 4 
rich , that ave full that langh ,that are wapnified and praxſel 
ail men. And [uch doth S.lames wiſh tv weep & howle fof ; 


Inke 6.2425, 


James 5.1. 
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ry that ſhould come vponthem,Read lob 11.7.$8.9.66c, 
22.17.1819, P[al.37.cnd 37, Eſay 3.7, Exech,z.19. 
Firſt, che Lordin hatred be(towerh great things vpon Reaſon &, 
;y of his reprobate enemies, with purpoſe to plague 
1 therewith, that their table may be a ſnarewnto them, aud © 
jr proſperity their ruine, P/al.69.22. Their way proſpereth : 
they are in wealth , that he may plucke ont like ſheepe for the 
ghter, and prepare them for the day of ſlawghter. When men 
vp the milke of varuly heifers, 'and put them into fatre 
ures to gather fleſh, is it nottheir intent, eyrher to kill 

m ſhorely, or toſcll them to the: Shambles ? Evuen ſuch 

ods husbandry in the vſage of bealtly reprobates, as 

ar40, Saul, Terobeam, Herod.and a huge number of others 
know and feele by experience. | 

Secondly, as his coun(ell hath deſtinated their proſperiey 
ſuch a purpoſe, ſo will his iuſtice bring them to ſuch a 

nge, that thoſe which haue their time co liuc irs pleaſure 

carth , mult at the laſt lic vnder the-burden of torment 
hell, Luke 16.25, Res.18.7, 
Thirdly , the abundance of carthly commodities , de- 
hts,prefermenrs,arc occaſions of great cuils to godles per. 
ns.and make them fit for deſtrution;for their mindes are 
aftcd vp, & their hearts much hardned bythem:thcy grow 

ure and careleſle, yea contemners of God and his word : 
ey truſt ro their wealth & power, and imbolden themaſelues 
couctoulſnes, cruelty,infolency,luxury, and in all kinde of 
zormous vices, P/al.10.2.3.4. Cc. 

Inſtruion, to ſeeke for wiledomeand the feare of God, 
fore riches, or honour.thatthon mayeſt haue power to or- 
rthem aright, if euer God ſee it meeteto beſtow themvp- 

thee, They which have much wichout them, and littleor 

dthing within them, are like children ſervpon wild horſes, 
hich becauſe they wane 8kill and ſtrength to gouerne, will 
ungethem,and throw them, & {poylethem,neither only is 
acc tobe labourcd for firſt, butalſo moſt, that it exccede 
ur worldly welth at all cimes: otherwiſe a godly man maybe 
t downe by his pofſeſſions,if he grow greater than good? 

M 4 Daxid 


Terem. 2.1.3 3. 
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Danuid confeſſeth he rooke a fall by too much ſecurity 
his proſperous eſtate, And king Vzz44h went lame to hivpty 
by preluming 100 far,when he was fo highly aduanced, Ti 
holy Prophet Apwr had as much humility as wee Have, 
could as well rule his affcRions as we can ; yet hee durſtn 
truſt himſclfe with excell: of riches, Je{t hee ſhould the 
waxeimpious and prowd againſt God,but prayed asſerioiſ 
againſt immoderate wealth, as oucrmuch want, and ſtoak 
in nolciſe dread of ſupertluity, than of indigency : Secon 
ly, notto be impatient, or diſcontented, if the Lord diet! 
being ſo apt to ſurfet, and detaine that from vs, which 
ſceth would be vynwholeſome and hurtfull to vs : Tifird, 
notto bediftempered ordiſcouraged, when wee fee the 

' kedalofrin dignity, the higherchey are;thelower chey ſh 
fall : neither to fretat them, or live like them, when they i! 
their houſes with precious things ," their exceſſive (toremt 
ſuperabundance will prooue to be a floud and invndation, 
{wallow them vp,and drownethem, 


Verſe 33. But hee that obeyeth me ſhall dwell ſafely fr 


' Jeareof euill. 


Altly, this point isamplified, and ſo ſhut yp bythecor 

trary; namely,the behauior and condition of the god) 
altogether oppoſite to that of the limple ones,ſcorners,t 
fooles formerly deſcribed : for thele heere commended 
pile not Wiſdome, nor turne away from her, bur hearken# 
tentiuely & yecld obedience to her 2 and therefore they It 
not in danger of death,of plagues and puniſhments,F*t dns 
ſaſely, are out of petill of deſtruction, or of any hurt thou! 
not exempredfrom all erciſes & ſufferings, and be quiet fm 
feare of ell, notonely no evill ir (elfe, ſuch as would benof 
fone and pernicious, ſhall affray ther, bur not ſo much # 
ſuſpicion & dread of ic ſhall goerto his heare ro diſmay MH 
yet 'becaule no man-can cafctly'obey Wiſedome if j 
things, the beſt intheir ir) rmitics are ſometimes perplextd 
and troubled with doubts, but neuer ſubdued or yiter)y i 
couraged by them, Sce (hap.10, verſem, © \ 
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OF THE SECOND 


Chapter of the Prouerbs. 
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CHAPTER 2; 


Verſe 1. My Sonne, if thou wilt receine my words, and 
hide my Commanaements with thee. 


PuaulX H E Spiritand Wiſedome of God ha- 
—\ ving denounced moſt fearcfull- and 
#2 vnauoydable iudgements again(t ob- 
"DY ſtinate contemners, doth leaue thern; 
——a and commeth now to teach and in- 
EP courage fuch as will- be traQtable : 
"© whom in this Chapter hee aſliſteth, 
| WALYY partly by precepts/preſcribing the du- 
ties which they are to performezand partly by promiſes, als 
luring them of the good ſuccetle which they ſhall not faile 
to finde, The Duties are fet downe generally in*rhis firſt 
Verle, and more particularlyin the three next following. 
The generall dutie is to giueducentertainment toGodzholy 
Mellages, firſt, by recerning his words, not | onely to heare 
them whenthey arc graciouſly tendered, but gladly and wil- 
lingly imbrace them with vnderſtanding, and be ſo affected 
8nd moved in heart with the power of them, as to delire' _ 


and endeyour to obey them : and _ by hidmg his Com. 
mandements, 


104 ProOverss. Chap.u, 


mandements, tokeepethem carefully being received, which 


| is expreſſed and made lightſome by « compariſon taken 


from the charinelle of men in preſerving-of their mony, 
their jewels, or ought cle that is precious vnto them: for 


| ſuchthings they ve to lay vp ſafely, and keepe them vnder 


DoCir.1. 


Iob 2 2. 22. 


Reaſon 1, 


locke and key, that they be not robbed or beguiled of 
them. | 


Receine, cc.) Men are nothing the better for heating of 
Gods word vnlctlc they imbarce and entertain it. 

It is wholeſome counſell that Eliphaz giueth to 7ob, if 
his ground and application of it hatl beene anſwerable: 
eAcquaint thy ſelfe, 1 pray thee, with God, and make peace: 
thereby thou ſhalt haxe proſperitie, Receize, I pray thee,the Law 
of his month, and lay wp his words m thy heart. What made the 
godly Thellalonians to grow fo falt in goodnetle, and the 
Apoſtle to take ſo great contentment in their fajhfulnelle, 
patience, conltancie, and happineile ? him(clfe doth yeeld 
the reaſon; when hee ſaith; For this cauſe thankg mee" God 
without ceaſing , that when yee receied of vs the word of the 
preaching of God, yee recemed it not as the word of men, but 
(a4 it is mdeede) the word of God, which worketh in you that be 
leexe. And what was the cauſe why all the grounds, pathy; 
ſtonie, thornie, and good, hauing leede caltvpon them,yR 
one onely, the good, anſwered to the traucll and charges of 
the ſower ? Becauſe ſome reccived not all, and others not 
well, and none butthat one were prepared for it : the high- 
way would ndt admit of it, that it might ſo much as enter? 
the rockie places would not afford it rooting : and the 
thornes would not ſuffer it to ripen, Reade ( hap. 8. 10: 
Tames 1.21, Heb,6.7. Iohs 1.11 12. 


Firſt,the intervall parts of man as theminde,the affeions, 


the ſoule, and conſcience, are ſicke of linne, and wounded 


with the corruptions of flcſh and bloud,and thence proceed 
all the diſorders of ſenſes, of [peeches and of ations : if 


therefore this medicine be not internally received, and in* 


vardly applycd to the diſcafd parts, it can never cure the 
maladies of them. | 


Secondly, 


Verſ.t. PROVERES | To5 


Secondly, the Goſpell is preached to all promiſcuoully : 
both good and bad doe heareit: the worlt are ſometimes at 
Sermons, or may beſo, as well as the beſt : but wee may ſay 
with the Apoſtle, The word that they hears doth not profit 
them, becauſe it ts not mixed with faith m thoſe that heare it; (0 
that it hath not ſo profitable a force where it doth not findea 
faithfull atrention, 

Thirdly, this gift being fo rare, fo precious, and fo inva- 
luable, the refuſall of ic muſt needes be as contemptuous 3 
and therefore Gods kinde proffer by mano vnkindely reies 
ed, is made altogether vnprofirable, though not vieleſſe: 
for it turneth to be effeRuall againſt their ſoules, that will 
nut ſucke of the yemue of it to be ſaued by it, See Chap. 9. 
verſe 5, | 
Hide, &c.} They ſhall enioy the comfort and benefitof 
| the word, which are carefull to retayne it. Sce'Chap.-10. 


verſe 14: 


Verſe 2. e And cauſe thine eares to hearken unto wiſedome, 
and incline thine heart to wnderſtauding. 


HE particular duties arc the exerciſe of thoſe meanes 
whereby knowledge and graceis obtained,which being 
foure in number, two arc contayned-in this Verſe, one in 
the third, and the laſt in the fourth. The former of therwo, 
is gtrention of the care, not hearing oncly, but hearkening 
and diligent heede-taking to that which is ſpoken, making 
the care to attend and hearken. The latter in place, though 
firſt in order, is the deſire of the ſoule,which metaphorically, 
and by a compariſon from corporal ſubſtances, hee callerh 
the bowing of the heart, the inforcing of it, by the helpe of 
the Spirit, to be religiouſly affeted at Gods ſacred Ordis 
nances. 
Whoſocuer will attayne to learne Wiſedome, muſt ap- 
ply both his cares and beartto the getting of it. 013 
Wicked mea will keepe them together to ſatisfie their 
Imfull delights, and to harden them(clues in that whichis: 
| | euill ; 


a. 


Tottr.2. 


Doe DIE» arte Ra 
#4 E M48 "I "EF 
wha ” 8. 

> 0 I a 


Y 4 > " F £3 
EO ON ones OE ITY 
PCDURT LUUDNPCCRORERS IDEN Y +6 
4 = 4; - : + + E w1.,dY F; - *,Þ 4 p 


206 PrROvEeRBs, Chap.a, 


Pro. 18, 14. 


Pſal, 49. 3 


Iſfay 32. 2 «4+ 


Luke B, 15. 


Realon 1. 
Iſay 55+ 3+ 
Prov, 4. 20. 


Pro, 23.12, 


Ibid, 6, 26, Þ. 


euill : and godly men ought to ſeparate them, when. they 
ſecke for holy comforts, andto confirme themſclucs inthu 
which is good, | 
Salomon hath another ſaying toche ſame purpoſe: of 
wiſe beart getteth knowledge, and the eare of the wiſe ſeekgth 
learning. David maketh profellion ofthe ſame praQtiſe, when 
hee faith : The meditation of my heart is of knowleage : I mil 
incline mine care to a Parable. And Eſay tore-tclleth the force 
of Chriſt his grace by that effect : The eares of them the 
heare ſhall bearken, and the heart of the fooliſh ſpall wnderſiend 
knowledge. And the prayſe giucn to the belt ground, by our 
Sauiour, is, that wth an honeſt and good beart they beare the 
word and keepeit, ' pu 
Firſt, Godcalleth for both in many places of his word ay, 


Incline your eares and come wnto mee; heare, and your ſonle ſol | 


lixe. My Sonne, hearken vnto my words, incline thine ears 
onto my ſayings, eApply thine heart to inftrattion, and thine 
eares to the words of knowledge. My Sonne, gine mee thine 
heart, and let thine eyes delight in my wajec. So that his Com- 


.mandement is-diſpiſed, his ordinance neglected, and his 


Promiſe not regarded, if eyther be dcetayned from him, 
Secondly, the one is a necellary coadiutor and alliftant 
to.the other,and neyther inan ordinary manner doth work? 
alone'; thecare would be vntcachable without the gouern- 
ment of the heart, andthe heart crroncous without the (er- 
uiceof the care, 
Inſtrucion,to imploy them both in holy ſeruices, that 
neyther the one nor the other be idle or ill occupied : but 


at all opportunities beexerciſedin that which will edific the 


ſouleandbinde vp the Conſcience, leaſt they be ſet to worke 
by Sathan and the corruption of the fleſh, to perucrt them- 
ſelues with more infeRion, and ſo be workers of thine owne 
confuſion, Naturally all mens eares are vncircumciſed,deafe, 


- andaltogether vnaptto liſten to Gods meſſages, And God, 


which beſt knoweth all mens hearts, doth ec{tifie, that The 
beart valanRikied is deceitfmll and wicked aboue all things. And 
therefore if both the carc and heart be not well warded 


continually 


"= + 2 
+4, 
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>ntinually by the Spiritof God, and a mans owne heedfull 
tendance, the one will be an open gate for luft, pridey enuy, 
ouetoulſneile, and all naughtie vices to enterin at, and the 
thera manlion for them to inhabite. . 
Confutation of thoſe that boalt of their good heart, how 
uch they loue God, and how richly they are ſtored with 
aich and other graces, and yet are obnoxious to the com- 
aint of the Prophet: Behold their eares are wniiroumeyed, &f 
hey cannot hearken : Behold, the word of the Lordis unto them 
4 reproach, they haxe no delight in it. Yeecan no way deale 
more rigorouſly with them, nor lay'a heauier burthen vpon 
hem, then by tasking them once or twiſe on the Sabbath 
o heare a Sermon. When Sathan cannor pollcile their 
Miniſters tongues with the Spirit of dumnelle; he polleticth 
uch peoples eares with the ſpirit of deafeneſle, and illudcrh 
their mindes with the opinion of great knowledge. 
| And on the other lide, they are no lefle {ubict to re- 
proote from God or their owne conlciences,which for praile 
of men, or other carnall reſpe&ts, bring their cares oft to the 
Word, but without the company of the heart, and (o part 
a [under thoſe things which God would haue toyned toge« 
Frher. Ezechiel was haunted with ſuch, and his Sermons 
frequented with divers guilefull difſemblers, whoſe difſimu- 
lation was diſcuuered vnto him by the Lord himlſelfe,ſaying, 
They come vnto thee, as the people ſeth to come : and my people 
fit before thee and heare thy words, but they will not doe them: 
For, with their monthes they pretend loue, but their heart goeth 
after their conetou/neſſe, Although then men (ce not the ab« 
lence of theatteRions, yet God obſeructh it, and taketh no- 
tice that they are no better than living corples; bodics withe 


9ut the beneht of the ſoule,their barts traucllinganother way, . 


and attending vpon wickednellſe, Andfrom thisvnharty and 
carceleile hearing, (pring manifold miſchiefes,as hardncile of 
heart, want of vnderſtanding and profiting by the things 
which they heare, want of Faith, want of obedience to that 
which is commanded,want of found comfort, want of godly. 
lorrow, and want of all the fruitsof the Spir.t, 


Verſe 


Ezech. 33.31; 


Pſal.86. 11. 
 Phal. 1g. 34. 


Reaſons. 
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by 


Verſe 3, Tea, if thoy Calleſt for wiſeaome and lifteſt wp th 
voyce for onder ſtanding, | 


O the two former duties heeconditioneth withrhemy 
adioyne a third, if they would prevaile to get grace,anl 
that is prayer : the manner whereof is preſcribed in th 
words of crying and /ifring vp the voyce, importing theſe} 
vencie of it, that it ought to be ardent and earnelt, 
' Hearty prayer to God is a chiefe and excellent means 
come by ſpirituall graces, 

The Eare and the Heart muſt vſethe benefit ofthe Tongu 
to offer requeſts to the Lord, that his tauour may (atisht | 
their deſires, and his blefling may profper their endeuoun 

This is taught by S. James when he laithy /f any of youlatt 
Wiſedome,let him aske it of Gol, who gineth to al! men liberal 
or {imply and without condition, aud vpbroyderh no man, u Þ 
men are wont todoe thoſe for whom they haue done much, 


 andit ſhall be ginen him. This was practiſed often by Dar, 


laying; Teach mee thy way,and { will walke mm thy truth, Gut 
mee vnderſtanding and I'will keepe thy teſtimonies, 

Firſt, becauſe other things in the world are communict 
ted by an ordinary cuurſe of nature : as Inficels and Pagans 
haue excejled and exceeded, in (trength, Arts, policie, and 
riches, without ſeeking vnto the Lord, yet in divine wilt 
dome,or laluationof the ſoule, for knowledge, and comtolt 
in religion, hee hath more immediately reſerued the key 
that treaſurc-houſein his owne hand, and (cldome or neue! 
vnlocketh the dore thereof not being intreated. 

Secondly;the beſt cares will grow dull of hearing,andtht 
beſt heart will be flow in concewing, vnleſſe there bea daily 
lupply of Grace drawne downe from heauen by conſtait 
ſupplication to the Lord. 

Thirdly, God will thereforebe ic, ſtantly ſought vnto,and 


vehemently nr for the gifts of his Spirit, that ht 
po 


may beas hartily ptgiſed, and as faithfully honoured withtht 
lameby thoſe y 


whom he youchlafcth to beſtow the". 
Inſtruction, 


- 
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InſtruRion, to beſpeake a bleſſing, and deale with the 
ord before-Hand, as often as thou ſhalt haue acceſſeto any 
of his holy Ordinanccs : ſo thou ſhalt not neede to and in 
Joubt how thou ſhalt ſpeede in reading the Scriptures, and 
caring of Sermons, in partaking of the Sacraments, and 
uch like exerciſes; if thou performe thy dutic in calling vp- 
pn him, hee will not faile of his goodnelle to proſper thy 
eruices, But heelooketh alſoto bezas it were, put in minde 
pf his mercics and promiſes, by renuing of thy ſuite for the 
ruit and good cfic of his Ordinances, when the cxerciſe 
hereof is ended. How pleaſing a thing it is to him, co haue 
his Promiſes, his Precepts,ur any Doctrine delſtuered by his 
\iniſterie, wrapped vp, and recited to him in Prayer by the 
hcarers, that they may be belceued and obeyed, and in all 
things duely obſerucd, 

Reproofe of them that eyther come without hope,or de- 
ſire of any grace or future good, into the ſanAuarie and 
preſence of God, or elſe prelume vpon the lufficiencie of 
their owne iudicious mindes and ingenuous dilpolitions,to 
vnderſtand, beleeuc, apply, remember,and doe, that which 
is ſpoken vnto them, that they neyther addreſiſe themſelues 

Fro hcare the word, nor (eeke aſliltanceto keepeit,by private 

Sprayer in their owne places, nor joyne with the Miniſter or 
People in publike petitions and thankeſgiuing , before-or 
after the Sermon inthe Congregation; 

So farre are they from crying or lifting vp their voyces, 
that it is cedious to them to.lift vp hands or eyes, or tobowe 
the knees,orto be held fo longin the Church among others 
that performe thele duties. Many indeede conforme them- 
[clues to the example of others, but with « bedily geſture 
onely, and glad they are to heare eLmen, and the Prayer 
ended, which they haue no part in, becauſe they neyther 
bowed downe their hearts, nor rayſed vp their deſires, nor 
——_ their (oules into - Gods preſence with their Bre-- 
ren, 


"4 


verſes 


Do(.1. 


Prov. 8.17. 


Heb. 11.12. 
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Verſe 4. If thou (cekgft her as Silutr, and ſearcheſt forka 
as for hidden trea(ures. ; 


HE fourth meanes is here laſtly preſcribed, that ſtudy 

and indultry be vſed by reading,heating,conterringand 
meditating. And this is {ct forth by a compariſon, 4 wa 
dig for ſiluer, eaen with as much paines, great colt, carnel 
attcaion, and conſtant continuance therein till wee hate 
found it, as the worldly man doth for [iluer or gold orany 
trealure, whichis hid in ſome Krong, cloſe, and lecret plact, 
as in the ground, or within a wall, whither men cannot cont 


. but by toyle and great labour, and yet not impullible to dt 


compatled by paines-taking. 

Graceis to be gotten with great diligence, 

Sloathfull perlons are (cidome ſcene to waxe rich in 
worldly polleſliuns, eſpecially if they live by their owne 
hands, and not by that which is given or left vnto them: but 
ſpirituall {luggards are neuer knowne to thrive in vertue 
before they change their manners, and ſhake off their drow 


. lieremiſnelleandnegligence. Wiledome is willing to grat 


them that ſue to her, and labour for her, according to het 
owne laying: 1 loue them that loue mee : and they that ſetke 
mee earely ſhall finde mee, And therefore the Apoltle delired 
the Hebrewes, that Enery one of them would ſhew dulrgence 
the full aſwrance of hope wnto the end,without ſloathfulneſſe, And 
therefore allo doth Chriſt our Saviour fo vIge this dutit 


 fromone degree to another with interpolition of propor 


tionable Promiſes : eAbe, and t ſhall be giuen you : [eche,and 
yee ſhall finde : kn«cke, and it ſbail be wK, ro you.Reade Pſal. 
84.6, 7. Cant.3.2. 3.4. Iſay 26.9, Dar, 12. 4. 

 Firlt, the Lord will hauc his Seruants hereby to giue ate 
ſtimenic of their loue to his heauenly gifts, and by the lame 
to increaletheir eltimation thereof. Forthings that are com 
mon and ealily had,arecommonly in ſmall account,and littlt 
palled for: but that which is rare and hard co come by. is 
the moit;moſt highly regarded, as tire, and water, and wo0G 
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other ſuch mattcr be incomparably-more vſefull and 
Jfull than gold, pcarles and precious ſtones, and yer be- 

the one {drt is obujoustoall, and cucry one may eue- 
here meete with them; and: the other found: in few 
es, and therefore it commethto paſſe that the: better are 
ſed in compariſon of the baſer, W 
econdly, by conſtant diligence the integritie of thevp- 
man isto be approued;andthrough defaultthereotthe 
e of the hypocrite bewrayed, that the one may receiue 
prayſe of his faithfulnetle, and the other beare the re- 
ach of his falſhood, For, if wiſhing of grace, and talking 
[gion could ſuffice for ſaluation without this, ditſem- 
(hould be in as good eſtate as ſound- hearted Chriſti- 

For who would not for credits ſake yiue entertainment 
nowſedge;; wiſcedome and verrue, it: they might be had 
out paines? And who would be deprived of the blitſe of 
uen, if hee:might be tranſported eo it withour-trauell ? 
] therefore faith hee, who is Lord of Graceand glory, 
hath che diſpoſing of both; Strimeto enter mn at the ſtrate 
8 for many, I ſay vnto you, will ſecke to enter in and ſhall #2 

le. 

T hirdly,the benefitthat accreweth to them: which pol. 
e this wiſedome and vnderſtanding doth counteruaile; 
| incomparably ouer-poyle all other the beſt commodi- 
that can'poſh»ly be gotten by the molt ſerious ſtudy 
| labour, and therefore ducly'deſcrueth the greateſt dili- 
ce in ſeeking of ir. Gold can doe no man halfe ſe much 
dd as it, nor other Tewels whatfoeuer may-be named or 
ughron:the moſtprecious riches are vilerthan dung, if 
ty be compared with this ccleſtialltreafure. 
Reproofe of them that gre wonderfully ſtudious for hue 
ne learning,and refuſe no toylefor earthly commodities? 
beate their braincs, they breake their flecpe, they walt 

r ſtrength about thegetting of skill or ſubſtance,no Bee 
d bulie : but for ſpirituall knowledge and pictie, to be in+ 
med in theway'to ſaluation, they will not mowe « foore, 
ppen the lips, ot bend an eare no Droneis fo lazy; And 

N this 
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this is the cauſe why our times doe yeeld ſo many An 
Linguiſts and learned Clarkes, and ſo few iudicious C 
ſtians: why thereis ſuch plentic of skilfull Artificer 
excell in all manner of Mechanicall Myſterics,and fuch 
citic of thoſe whoſe hearts are ſoundly acquainted with 
MyRerics of (aluation, 
nſtruction : See Chap, 13, ver. 4,//e 2. 

es for ſluer,ec.) As great paines are to be taken fo 
ritvall things, as for the belt carthly commodities, 

Our Sauiouradmoniſheth vs to ſeeke and travel! forth 
more intentively than for that which is moſt needfullfor 
body , cucn foodit (elfe, whereby life is preſerved, wi 

Iohn 6.27, he laith; Labour not for the meate which periſoet h, but jo 
meate which endureth to eternall life. 

Reaſon 7, Firſt, ſilver and treaſures are not neceſſary, becaule 
continuance of life is not necetlary to happineſle, nort 
necellary for the continuance of life, whereas Grace of 
cellitic is expedient for the aſſurance of ſaluation, 

Secondly,theeuent is doubtfull of paines beſtowedat 
the getting of (tJucr and treaſures (for many ſceke for mu 
-and yet cannot attaine to a moderate eftate, though rej! 
neuer ſo prudent & induſtrious, )whereas they may pre! 
of certaine {ucceſſe, who duely endeuour to compallec 
Aiall riches: and often it falleth out that the labouoio! 
one, preuaylcth for both, 'yca, alwaycs ſo farre as that % 
which vprightly ſecketh graces fer his ſoule ſhall neut 
deſtitute of neceſ[aries for his bodje z.for wee hausG 
his faithfull promiſc tothe contrary, nr. 6.33-! 
Thirdly, there is an vnſpcakcable inequalitic p&v* 
rhoſe baſe earthly trifles, and thoſeprecious heavenly" 
lures. They are temporaric and fugitiue, theſe are jo 
tuall and certaine:they faile men when they hauc mo! 
of helpe,and miniſter no comfortin their greateſt dillts 
thele ſtand firmely totheminall places, in all cſtates,* 
all times, in feares, in perils, in ſorrowes, at death, ## 
fore the ludgement-ſcate of Chriſt. They are called wi 
Alangmon, as being mary times the occaſions of myche 


' "W# ad4; 


rſ.45 Prov Ers's: {213 

s are corrupted by them in their conſciences: divers 
ciuc hure by them in their bodics, and innumerable pro» 
< miſchicfe and ruine by them. to their poſtericie : but 
le are abſulutely, good, and! onely doe; men goos, and 

r fayle to make them good.., And therefore: well: is it 
J,and molt truely; Bleſſed i the-man that findeth W3/damse, 
the man that getteth Fnderſlanding + for the merchandsye 


eof i better then the merchandiſe of filner, and the gaine 


cof us better than gold. It 35 more. preczazes than. pearles, 
{ all things that thow canſ# deſire art not to be compared 
ver, 
oſtruRion, to learne heauenly thrift, by an vſefull ob- 
tion of their wayes who additthemſclues to thriue in 
world: ſuch-indu{trie as they vie to increaſe their wealrh 
{ riches ({o ſarre as is lawful) let ys allo exerciſe thatwee 
yy growin grace and wiſedome. T hey will (ubieRtthem- 
cs to halfe a bondage of an Apprenticeſhip to learne a 
modious trade: they, providently ſpend.their thoughts 
forecaſts, and loſe no time for mannagipgoftheir weigh- 
affayres, but take the opportunities of all eccaſions:they 
patient of paines, of heate, of cold,of hunger, ef:thirft, 


foule wayes, of foule weather, and many other extremi» 


: they arc frogall and abſtenuous, auoydipg all coſtly dc- 
hts, and ynnccellary expences.; I here is ſcarceanything 
deleftable and deare ynro them), but they will readily de- 
re with the ſame for their aduantage, if they be well bid 

it. And this is further to be noted in ther; that they 
uſe ſuch to conuerle with, as by whom they may gaine 
J get ſomewhat, and meddle as little as they may; with 


Pre.3.13-14.15 


lc that are chargeable, or. anyway an hiudcrance vnto+ | 


mM, In all theſe things we haue leflons to learne, and cx- 
ples to folluw, as to ſubmit ourſclues to be inſtructed by 
dds Miniſteric : to apply our mindes'to fruitfull medita-! 
ns :to redeeme- the time, and negle@ no (caſonablle op- 


rtunitie offcred3to mortifie intemperancie.and all-inor- 


ate alteQtions, neyther to dote ſo vpon ought«that 4s 
thly, as to be yawilling to leaue it forthe cauſe of God; 
N2 and 
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and that recompence which he promiſerh.- And finally, 
conlort with the godly, by whole fellowſhip wee may hy 
bettered, and to abandon the locictie of' the wicked, whok 
company may prouc pernitious and hurttoll.. 

Reproofe of thoſe whocome lo farre ſhortof ſeeking fat 
wiſedome as for filuer, as that they be more remille indig 
ing for it;than for Lon, Brafle, or Lead; or any more worth. 
lefſe metrals. They preferre coales, ſtone, marle, mote, 
ſoyle and dungy and moſt contemprible matrers beforeit 
W hat doe they thinke of leſfe?what doe they 1peake of [elſe 
what doc they lelle labour for? what doe they lefle bewayle 
the want of? If they makenot good Markets,they mourne; 
if-cheir crop and cattell miſcarry, they cry out : if theyly- 
ſaine any lolle in their eſtate;they are oppreſſed withygridh; 


onely their ignorance and graceleſnetlc is nothing trouble 
lome to them. 


Verſe x. They ſhalt thow vnderſtand the feare of the Lyrd 
and fade the kyowledge of God, 


—_ the precepts and inſtruQtions, followeth the pro- 
'Arife of good [nccelle, to eucry one that is tractableto 
eblcrue theſe conditions propoſed, Hee ſhall wnderſtand the 
foare of the Lord; his heart-and conſcience ſhall experimen- 
tally be acquainted with true pietic and religion,and ſoundly 
allo ſeaſoned therewith : And finde the knowledge of God, his 
minde ſhall be adorned with aji holy illumination and made 
ludicious in the Scriptures and DoQtrines of Faith : ſo that 
bee ſhall be able todiſcerne betweene lighe and darkenclc 
betwecnerruth and errours, in mealure competent for hisfal 
Uation. > 


They that faithfully vie good meanes tocome to knows 
ledge; ſhall certainely-obtaine'it, 7 | 

Inthe ſearch of other thirigs men may, and many time? 
doc mille of their purpoſes; and ſo loſe their labour, but he 
thattrauellethyas hee ought, for the ynderſtanding of Gods 
will and his heweoly My ſteries, may be well affured at the 

KF citrance, 
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entrance, that hee ſhall not faile to ſpeede well in theend, 
No point can be made more manifelt by any proofe,, than 
this is by the cuidenr teſtimony of Chri#, ſaying, Whoſoener 
arketh, receineth : and he that ſecketh, findeth : and to hin, that 
knocketb, it ſhall be opened. Which Dawid knew long before, 
and claymed the benefit of, at the hand ofthe Lord, in this 
manner : With my whole heart haue I ſought thee , let mee not 
wander from. thy ( mmandements. Reade Eſay 55.2.3, Pal. 
119.98.99- 

Firlt , the truth of God being ſo farre ingaged in the mat- 
ter, could not bur ſultaine ſome blemiſh , if man performing 
his duty ſhould not finde God to performe his promiſe, And 
how would that be verified which he publiſheth ſo folemne- 
ly by his Prophets: 7 haze not ſpoken in ſecret , nor in a place 
of darkeneſſe in the earth : I ſaid not in waine to the ſeede of 1a- 
cab , Secke ye me : Ithe Lord doe ſpeake righteonſne(ſſe, aud de 
clare rrghteous things. | 

Gods readinesto giue grace preuenteth mens deſires,and 
maketh them ſo forwardto ſceke it , and therefore likewiſe 
will proſper their indeuors , that they ſhall vadoubtedly get 
it, That holdeth firme in cuery holy ordinance, whichthe 
Plalmiſt acknowledgeth concerning that one of prayer. 
Lord (faith he) thou heare#t the deſire of the poore, thow prepa- 
reft their heart, thou bendef} thine eare wnto them, 

Thirdly , it is pleaſing to him to haue vtterance for his 


P/al.119.10. 


Reaſon 1. 


Eſay 45-194 


graces, to finde men ready for them : cuery faithfull heart 


rightly prepared, is to him as a fertile field husbandly tilled, 
to m_—_ hee will neuer thinke it too much to allow ſeede ©- 

NOUgN, . | 7 
InſtruQion to them that are vpright in their wayes to 
performe all gooderuices with hope of bleſſing :to pray in 
hope, to faſt in hope, to heare in hope, toreadein hope, to 
meditate in hope, tocxamine them(elues inhope, toenioy 
the Sacraments in hope : So ſhall that which ſeemcth hard, 
be found to be calic, andthat which is laborious, ſhall be felt 
to be lightſome : all feare of dangerand diſgrace, all difficul- 
Ucsand tediouſnes will be remoued; as may be obſerucd in 
N 3 husband- 
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husbandmen,who patiently cndure the toyies, the charge, 
and bitternes of (eede-time,expeAting the gaine and bench 
of harueſt. 

Conuiction of them which are cuer learning, & yet n6 
ver come to the knowledge of the truth, ehat they hauebin 
fayling in ſome of thele duties, by performing whereof men 
are capable of this promife . Though they haue heard th: 
word, yet they haus not hearkned co it with attention t or 
elſe they hauc been Nlacke,& not conſtant inthofe exerciſes: 
or peraduenture their heart was not much affe&ed with the 
loue and delire of vnderſtanding : and doubtletle , they did 
not ſo faithfully as they ought ſeeke grace at Gods hand, 
and call for his aſſiſtance, and blefling . And theſe bethe 
cauſes why among ſo many hearers, there are ſo few fruitful 
hcarers : And why, the greater number of theſethat liucin 
the time and places wherethe Goſpell is ſoundly preached, 
are yetas ignorant, as impious, as little acquainred with tht 
power of godlines, azif they had beene borne in the darke 


midnight of popery , or dwelt in the barbarous country of 
the T artars. 


J 


commeth knowledge and onderitandmg. 


Heſe words are added for a double vie, afivetlto bei 

A confirmation of a promiſe, as an amplification of that 
excclicnt gift which is promiſed, and they aptly ſeruc for 
both, For (touching the former) how ſhould they whichin 
due manner (ecke wiledome, mitle of it, ſeeing that he which 
incourageth them to labour for it, with aſſurance of ebtayi- 
ingit, is hee who hath the difpoſing of it,and thatis lehouab 
| himlclfe, thecternall, vnchangeable, and all-ſufficient, who 
can calily worke it with a word , 8s the manner deſcribed im 
portcth, Out of hi month commet! vnderfianding, that is) 
by his blelling ; that being a borrowed peech , aſcribedt0 
God, which properly belongeth to men, who commonly 
make their promiſes, & appoyntments by thewords of thei 
mouthes : in like manner (though the Lord, being a Sp* 


Verſe 6. For the Lord gineth wiſedome , out of his mouti 


eify 


WY 
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rit, hath no vſe of mouth, or other corporall members, and 
being omnipotent, his will carrieth power enough;without 
the helpe of words) yet for our weake capacity, that which 
he etfeRually worketrh is impured to the force of his words. 
Matth.4.4. Man ſpall not line by bread onely, but by every word 
that proceedeth ont of the month of God. Lament.3. 38, Ont of 
the mouth of the moi# High proceedeth uot emill and good ? To- 
nah 2.10, The Lord (pake wnto the fiſh, and it cait up lonah vp= 
on the dry land, And touching the latter, namely, the am- 
plitication , whoſocuer ſhall heedetully attend to the pur- 


puſeof the Holy Ghoſt, may cuidently perceiue that Wile» | 


dome isin this verſe, and the two next, extolled , and fer 
forth by the cauſe , the glorious and bountifull Author 
thereof : and in the reſt that follow is commended by the 
eff: &s, thelingular and admirable fruits of it, The Author 
we (ee, is the Lord [choxg4h, the onely originall, perfect, ab- 
ſolute, and erernall being, and chat out of his molt gracious 
mouth it proccedeth, | 
God himlelfc is the onely effetuall teacher of his peo- 
ple. Miniſters,though neuer ſo learned, and faithfull, though 
they were Prophets,as powertul,as Eſay,and leremy,though 
they were Apoſtles, as profitable as Parl, and Peter, can yet 
no more uf themſclues caulc their hearers to vnderſtand, 
belecue, and obey, than the (ower is able to make his ſecede 
to grow,or the Gardiner to infule ſappe into the plant which 
he (cteeth, whereby ir may roote, {pring, budde,blofſome, 
and frutifie « The weapons of their warrefare indeede are not 
carnall, but mighty , but through God, as the Apoltle ac- 
knowledgeth 2 clle had it beene in their power, to caft. downe 
holdes, to cait downe Rn, and bygh things thas are ex- 
alted againit the knowledge of God ? Could they haue brought 
mto captinity ewery thought to the obedzence of ( hrift?.It is writ- 
tenin the Propber 3 And they ſhall be All tanght of Gad . Eue- 
77 man therefore that hath heard and learned of the Father,com- 
meth vnto Chrift. Reade Dewer2 9.4. lerens;; 1.3 3.\Addlac. 
11,25, eActes 16.14. | WIT \ nl 
Fiſt, Wiſedome, Knowledge,and Grace arcthe belt, and 
N 4 moſt 


Dottrene. 


I Cor. 10.4.5. 


Iobn 6.45, 


Reaſon 1, 
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moſt perfe& gifts which are beftowed vpon any in this lik, 
and therefore they are conſequently from aboue, and cony 
downe from the Father of Lights, [ames 1.17. 

Secondly , no manis effeRually taught before hishen 
be informed : and who can informe the heart but heethy 
knoweth it ? and who doth know it but hee that madeit? 

3. ' Thirdly, he that is taught truc wiſedome is made to yp» 

derſtand che minde of God , which none can reucale, bu 

x Corin.z.11, his owne Spirits For what man knowerh the things of a mas, 

ſane the ſpwit of a man which is in him? Enenſo the things of 
God kneweth noman , but the ſpit of God. 

Uſe Inſtru&ion, neyther to truſt tothine owne quicke cape 
city, whereby thou arfapt to conceiue,and learne, nor yctto 
the eloquence of thy Miniſters tongue, whereby hee is able 
to teach, and per{wade, butto the Lordalone, to whomit 

| belongeth both to guide his lippes,andto inſtru thy ſoule. 

In(truftiontothem who arc indued with knowledge, and 
wiſedome ahoucothers,that they be thankefull and model}, 
and not proud and infolent : For what haſt thow that thou bait 
not receined ? «And if thou haft receined it, why doFt thou gle 
rie as though thou hadFt wotreceined it. 
Conſolation to them whom God hath made the profic 
- ent Scholers of his miniſtery, and ſpirit, they may vndoub- 
. tedly conclude of his loue, by fo infallible a teſtimony, and 
pledge thereof, Yea all that truely defire and apply them- 
leluesto beinriched with wiſdome; andreioyce at the know 


ledge of God in his people , haue cauſe to take cemfortin 


—— 


thisthatthe Lord reſerueththe diſtribution of grace to him- 
lelfe : for now wee may certainely know that hee will be 


knowne: what natorall defeRts, what corruption of fleſh and 
bloud , what Antichriſt , what tyrant, what Dcuill, and S#- 


thanas can reſtraine him from being good , gracious, and 
bountiful in the beſt mannervntohisowne?” © | 


Verſe 7. He hath laid vp true ſubFance 


| for the righteom* 
he Fr 4 faecld to them that walke vprightly. s | 


vere 
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Verle 8. That they may keepe the paths of equitie : and hee 
preſerneth the way of his Saints. 


| Fw: had occaſion to ſpeake of Gods beneficence, 
in beſtowing that divine and ccleſtiall gift of wiſedome, 
hee proceedeth to inlarge his praiſes , for the effects of his 
goodnesin other caſes : 
. x The ſpeciall fauours which hee 

ſheweth, 
2 To what manner of perſons they 

belong, | 

The fauours heere mentioned are, Proviſion and Prote- 
Qion. The former whereof is (ct forth by a [imilitude from 
prouident fathers, who take care for their children, and noe 
encly maintaine them , with foode , and other necellarics 
whilethey are young , but yearely get and lay vp to make 
them a Rtocke, when they come to age : So,and betrer dea-. 
leth the Lord for his ſonnes and daughters : for whereas 
men gather corruptible goods for theirs, which many times 
cometo nothing, andthey haueno vie of them, hee hiderh 
that which is a being , (asthe word lignifieth ) for his : they 
ſhall be ſure to inioy the benefit of it : the treaſures of grace, 
ioy, and glory, are ſafely reſerued for them. The latter is of 
two forts, the one corporall, conecrning the outward man, 
as ſafety from bodily enemies, and cxternall dangers. which 
is allo declared by a borrowed ſpeech, hee being called a 
Shieldthat will intercept all noyſome [trokes, and practiſes, 
that none of them ſhall light vpon his peopleto hurt them, 
though fortheir triall, humility , and other profitable vics, 
they may be afflied by them. Theother is ſpirituall,con- 
cerning the inward man, as ſafety from finne and Sathan,and . 
Apoltaſie, that notwichſtanding by theſe enemies of the 
ſoule , they are in perill either to be mil-led througherafr, 
or to be thruſt our of the right way through violence, yer 
they ſpall keepe the paths of equitie, they hall perſeuere and 
proceede in their yertuous courſes : and why ? For he preſer- - 
werb rheir way. He doth, as it were, guard, and cſtabliſh them. 

FF 


Where may be noted 
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in their well-doing by his grace, from the force and power 
of their owne corruptions, and the Diuells eemprations, and 
wicked mens cuill counſells , and the worlds allurements; 
yea hee direteth,, and by bis providence profpereth their 
purpoſes, words, ations, and the whole coule of their liucy 
Now hee deſcribeth thoſe for whom this prowiſion 1s made, 
and towhom this proteRion pertayneth diver(ly; firlt, from 
cheir truth and ſincerity , calling them reghreows : ſecondly, 
from thcir holy converſation, that they walke wprighrly: 
thirdly, from their happy eſtate, that they are the Saints of 
— the Lord : the derivation of the Hebrew word importeth. 
ſuch asto whom God ſhewcth mercy , and ſo are madeallo 
godly and merciful], Py 


Doftr.x\ Hee layethwp, &c.] Faithfull men haue a better cliate 
+ than the world knoweth of, - 

T heir wealth conliſteth.not in money,nor goods, neither 
are they to be valewed according to their lands or reucnues, 
but according to that grace » hich they haue gathered, and 
congeltcd inthcir hearts, andthat happines which is trealu- 
red vp for themin the heauens.,. As itis written , The things 
which eye hath not ſeene, neyther eare hath heard, neyther came 
into mans heart, are which God hath prepared for thems that lowe 
hin, For now are wee the children of God , but yet u doth not 
appeare:what wee ſhall be : and wee know that when bee ſpall ap- 
peare, we ſhall belike him . Becauſe wee are dead , and our life s 
hid with Chriftin God. When Chrift which is our life ſpall ap» 
peare, then ſhall we alſo appeare with him im glory. 

Firſt , this proviſion is not made by carthly parcnts, Or 
mortall friends , whole care for ſtorin vpot earthly riches 
may be apprehended of mortall men: Fo it is our hcauenly 
Father that would haue vs inherite heauenly pollc{ſions, 
whole goodnes is infinite, and power omni potent, and plen- 
ty inuilible, . Y 

Secondly, that which he prepareth is not glictering vant 
ty , which (atisfieth fooliſh mens fancics , by.abuling their 
ſenſes, as doth the glolle of cerreſtriall commoditics, but 8 
ſolide ſubſtance , whereof the comfort, vie, and inioyment 

| o 
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will be perpetually ſubſtanciall, Ir cannot be faid of this, Al 
fleſh is gra(ſe, and ail the grace thereof ts as the flowre of the field, 
the orafſe withereth,and the flowre fadeth, It can not be ſaid to 
them that ſeek for this : Wilt rhou ſet thine cies pon that which 
is nothims ? 

Thirdly , as Gods mercy and providence vndertaketh 
this bulinefſe , to provide vs of that which is pretious , and 
permanent, ſo it is as ſafely kept, as graciouſly appoynted 
for vs : he hath laid it in a ſure place, as men hide,and locke 
yp their mony, and lewells from thecues and pilferers : and 
where it is kept, thereis no perill, cither of calualty whereby 
it may beloſt, orelſcof corruption,whereby it may be mar- 
red, 

Fourthly, whoſocuer is a poſſeſſour of grace,and an heire 
of glory , isneuer deftitute of needefull prouifion for this 
preſent life « The Lord hath hidden-foode ready for them 
againſt all wants: and hidden-comforts againſt all ſorrowes;: 
and hidden-credit againſt all reproaches., T hough their e- 
nemies ſtrive to aftamiſh them with penury , and to vexe 
them with troubles, and to diſgrace them with all manner of 
contumelies, yet their bodies and familics are ſuſtained,their 
hcares refreſhed, and their names hadin cltimation : Ferrbe 
Lord God u their Sunne & Shield : the Lord wil pine grace and 
glorie , and no good thing will hee with-holde from thems that 
walke vprighthy, 

Inſtruftion,- not to conforme our iudgements to the o- 
pinion-of the world, asto thinke them forlorne whoſe in- 
tegricie cauleth men co negle them, yeato maligne them, 
yea to moleſt chem, yea peraduenture allo to:perſecute and 
oppretlc them. Be (ofarre from their minde who condemne 
the ſtate of ſuch robe vnforrunate, and miſerable 3-as that 


thou wile rather adioyne thy (clfe to-their. company, :and be. 


lketochoſewho are (@ hardly chought of, 

Conlulation for them that be true 1ſraclits, & not guilefull: 
hypocrites)though neuer ſo-meane indegree;though neucr) 
{0 poore in eſtate : others may hauc honour, wealth;pleaſure, 


which are ſhadowes, not ſubſtance; things that ſcemetobes- 


Eſay 40.6. 


Prouer.z 3:5» 


To 


J 


_ 


» Pſal.5-11.12, 


x Pet... I2.14+ 
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rather than that are : but theſe, theſe are ſubſtantiall men 
indeede, according to Gods owne fcizment , Let not (uch 
therefore be afraid of poucrty, nor dread the direption and 
ſpoile of their goods, it they ſhould be putto that triall for 
their conſtant fidelity tothe Lurd,& his truth: yea let them 
reioyce in it, with thankefulneſſe, Knowing that they hane in 
heaven, a better, and an induring ſubHance. 

He is aſeld,e5c.) Godly menliuein greatelt ſafety, 

Enemiesthey ſhall have , both many , and mighty, by 
whom they nay looke to be fiercely aflaulted ( and for that 
caule the Lord is called their /xe/d) but no multitudes, nor 
power can preuaile againſt them , becauſe their ſhield both 
couereththern, and compaſſerh them round about, and is imp» 
nctrable : neither.can the ſword, or darte, or ſhot, pollibly 
ſtrikethem, vntillit pierce him 2 they ſhall not be wounded 
before their buckler be broken , or ſmitten thruugh . And 
albcit they ſeeme often to be owerthrowne with the wrongs 
which they ſuffer, as ſomeare ſtripe of their poileſlions, 0+ 
thers arc impriſoned, others are baniſhed,others are tormen- 


ted, others arc killed, &c, yet this commeth not to palle 
through the force of their aduerſaries might, but by the will 
of God ; neither doth hee will it to ſatishe their foes, but to 
increale their felicity, as is ſaid ; ho is it that ſpall harme you, 
if yee follow that which tc good ? Notwithitanding bleſſed are jt) 
if yeſuffer yore ſake. Read Dext.33.29, lob 5.21. 


P/al.3.5.6, 
Zach 2.5. ; 


Firſt, heecallcth themto his worke , with promiſe of de- 
fence, and therefore it ſtandeth with his truth and iuſticc to 
protet them. 

Secondly,allthe iniuries which are offered tothem, and 
all the malice which is bornevntothem , arc occaſioned by 
that ſeruice which they performe to him : forthis cavſeis 
the enemy fo violent againſt them; and will he ſuffer any to 
be hurt fortheir loue and loyalty ? 

Thirdly, the neare bones and coniunRion betweene him 
and his people may well aſſure ys of his care to defend vs: 


they 


18.1, Cc. and gl.1.2.0c, Prower. 30. 56 


"<< 
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they ate his friends, they are his ſubieRts, they are his ſer- 
uvants, his children, his Spouſe, yea, the members of his 
owne body, according to the laying, Hee that roucheth you, Z«cÞ. 2.8. 
roucherh the apple of his eye, See this point handled Chap.g. 
ver/.. DoF. 3. and Chap. 10. ver]. 9. 
Hee keepeth, &-c.] God, watcheth as much over his peo- Dodr. 3. 
ple to defend them from linne as from any bodily danger. 
True it is that he doth not fence them from the praQtife of 
all taulrs,that they ſhould tranſgretfe none of his Comman- 
| dements; neyther doth ke worke in them ſuch a complete 
obedience thatthey ſhould exaQly performe euery dutie: 
for that were to make them 'perfe before the time of pers. 
feHion; but hee freeth them from the dominion of all cuill, 
andinclineth their hearts both to deſire anEEndeuour to be 
entire in_all goodneſle, and when they doe ought which is 
forbidden, or faile of that which is commanded,he reſcucth 
them from the power and guiltineſle of their linnes by re- 
p-ntance, andthenthey are ſafe and in as good cltate, as if 
they had neuer off-:nded. This did Paw! meane, when hee 
brake out of an exclamation into a thankeſgiving, ſaying; 
0 wretched man that I 'am, who ſhall deliver me from the body tow, p14 25: 
: of this death ? I thanke God through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 
And of this proteQtion hee glorieth when hee ſaith, he 15y zo.z1. 
ſhall ſeperate vs from the lone of Chriſt ?' ſhall tribulation, or an- 
gniſh, or perſecution, &-c ? In all theſe things wee are move thar 
conquerors through him that loueth vs. And to this belons» 
geth that of the Prophet, Thine eares ſpall heare 4 word be. 
hinae thee ſaying; This ts the way ,walke yet in tt, when thou tur- 
neſt to the right hand, and when thou turneft to the left. Reade 
1 Sam.2,90, Luke 1.79. Pſal. 25.9, and 27,10.11, and 
73-23-24. dt tbr the 
Firlt, hee propoſeth that end whenſogger hee ſuccoureth 
any of his, that they ſhould the more farthfully obey him, 
and flye from (ine, as our Text witnelſerh, when it faith. 
He 1s a ſhield ro-thems that yalke wprightly, that they may keepe 
the pathes of indgement. And Zachary, lohnthe Baptiſts Father, 
celebratcth' his meruailous mercyin graunting vnto vs, that 
S Wee ' 


12.4 Proverss. Chapa; 


Wee being delinered out of the hands of or enemies, ſhould ſery 
him without feare all the dayes of our life, in haline(ſe andrigh. 
teon/ne(ſe before hum. 

Secondly; we (tand in greateſt need of his helpe far ou 
ſoules and converſations, Our ghoſtly cnegaies are byfare 
the moſt.pertilous, for malice, tiercenelle, power, and (ub- 

tiltie : Wee are of our (elues in nothing more filly, impo- 
tent, and eucry way inſufficient, than in reſiſting the Divell, 
and our one outragious corruptions; then in ardering our 
harts aright, and direRing our lteps in the commandements 
of God: and no wound is ſo dangerous, as that of the Cop- 
ſcience; no dammage is fo great, as the lolſe of innocencit 
_ and rightcouſneſle;no wandering is {o pernitious,as to [tray 
from the way of life, and to turne into the by-pathes that 
leadeto deltriifftion, All corporall tortures, and other tem» 
porall miſerics are farre inferiour to theſe helliſh and perpe- 
ruall milchicfes, for the auoyding whereof many of Gods 
deare Children hauc endured as much and as cxquilue boe 
dily torment as mans wit could inuent, or his hand was able 
to infli& vpon chem. 
Admonition to conclude no further of Gods louc and 
" mercy, from your outward preſcruation, then you may finde 
the fruits of his fauour in guiding. you by his word, and gl- 
ving victory ouer your linnes, by his Spirit, Ocherwile 
while you walke in wicked wayes, which of the wor(t might 
not haue matched you in obtayning of deliuerances ? You 
hauceſcaped when many miſcarried : ſo did( ham when all 
theworld was drowned; and yet not better beloucd of the 
Lord than innumerable that periſhed, You haue bad the 
better, and your enemics were foyled : might noe Sew haue 
ſaid fo much and eLchab, and divers other Idolaters, who 
yet at lalt were confounded, as you mult needes be, in carth, 
or hell, if your inffuitics be not conquered ? for God in the 


cnd by his judgement will turne his hand againſt your bo+ 
ies when he is continually prouoked by the linnes of yout 
ules, | : 


laſtruRion, that ſeeingtheLordis as vigilant for the ils 
! guar 


. 


*< 
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guard and welfare of the inward man, as of the outward, and 
taketh as great charge of our wayes, to continue a fpirituall 
life,as of our breath, to prolong a naturall life,we alſo ſhould 
be moſt heedfull to looke to that for which{on our behalfe) 
hee is moſt watchfull. 


Encouragement to ſecke his helpe when ought is amiſle . 


in our ſoulcs or behauiour. Hee hath vouchſafed to vnder- 
take the redrelle thereof, and will giue credit to our com- 
plaints, becauſe hee keeping owr wayer, is not ignorant that 
wee haue reaſon to craue his aide. And if we walke vprightly 
and be his Seints,the experience of his prouidence thielding 
vs fromthe harmes that men would doe vnto vs, may calily 


confirme vs in aſſurance, that hee will no lefle prote@ vs 


from all other enormitics, For ſo cencludeth the Apoſtle; 


The Lord aſſiſted mee, and I was delinered out of the mouth of: 


the Lion, and hee will deliner me from enery enill works, and will 
preſerue me ito his heauenly K mmodome. 


And if he keepethe wayes of his choſen Saints, as faithfully 


hee doth, how can hee ſuffer any [tumbling-blockes to lye 
where they ſhould palle, again(t which a faithfull man may 
daſh, and fall totally from the Faith's Where then were that 
ſtabilitie wherewith hee promiſeth to eſtabliſh his people, 
when hee ſaith; 7 will giue them one heart, and one way, that 
they may feare mee for euer, for the wealth of them and of their 
children after them, and I will make en exerlaſting conenant with 
them, that I will never turne away from them, to doe them good, 
but I will put my feare in their hearts, that they ſhall not depart 
from mee. So much of the cauſe of Wiſedome, now follow 
the effects, | 


2 71,4. 17. 18, 


lerem.33. 39.40 


Verſe 9: Then ſoult thou tm erflandrighteouflife and Agee 
ment, and equitie, ana exery good path. 


Y on E effect of wiſedomewhich he here beginneth to in- 
treate of, is the vigour and efficacie of it, whereby they 
are inducedand madc able to doe that which is good, as 
theſe words declare, and become circumſpeR and cautelous 

| to 
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to ſhunne that which is cuill, as will appeare in the ſequel 
of that which followeth. Then, when thou haſt applyed 
thine cares and heart-to wiſedome, when thou halt calle 
for vnderſtanding, when thou haſt diligently ſought forig 
and found it, the Lord beltowing it vpon thee, - then ſhah 
they vnderſiand, both know, and iudicioully exercile 1uflice, 
that which is lawfull and right z and «-dgemenr, prudence, 
and goed diſcretion;and equitie,faichiuliand plaine deali 
and exery good path, all good courlcs of righteeulnelle and 
Religion. And that he meaneth a practicall knowledge and 
not at intelleuall onely, it may be ſcene by conference 
with other places, as Chap.S$. ver/.20. / cavſe to walke mie 
way of righteouſne(ſſe,and m the midſ} of the pathes of py 
And in the firſt Chap. Yer.3. To receive inſtruttion, to doe wiſe. 
ly by Inſtice, and [ndgement, and Equitie. See morethere. 


Verſe 10. When wiſedome entereth into thy heart ond Know- 
ledge delighteth thyſoule. | 

Verle 11, Then ſhall.Connſell preſerne thee, and Vnderſtan- 
Aing ſhall keepe thee, * 

Vcile 12, eAnd deliner thee from the enill way. 


HH": in few words, but very ſignificant, expreſſed the 

torceot Wiſedome,in conduQting andinabling mento 
that which 18 good, hee is now to'declare the vertves of it, 
for conſeruation againſt that which is cuill « itis a borrowed 
manner of ſpeech or figure, which wecall Proſopopeia, com- 
pared to a Watch or Guard, ſuch as Princes and Great-men 
are wontto haue about them for the afcty of their perſons: + 

' and ROY It is emblably ſaid in theeleauenth verſe(con- 
tayning theWmme of all) that Comn/ef pal! preſerye them, 
and Vnder ſtanding ſhall keepe them-,their foules! at [ be as(afe 
by the power thereof, as the bodies of thoſe which haue a _ 
band of armed men to waite vpen them. Hercunto inthe 
tenth Verſe, hee maketh a pallage; by teaching him that 
would recciuedefence from wiſedome, how he muſt be pre- 
parcd forit : and afterwards inthe twelfth, and thoſe that 


follow 
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pllow, hee ſpecifieth the principall hurefull things from 
hich he ſhall be protected. In the preparation are two 
hings required: firſt, that #5/edome enter not into the head 
pnely, (o as it maybe vnder(}vod or may be diſcourled of, - 
but into the heart, to ſeaſon the conſcience, andthat it be {in- 
pularly beloued, which will produce this effeR, that know- 
edge ſhall delight the ſowle, be pleaſant voto ir, as beautifull 
ights are to the eyes. according to the proper lignification 
df the word, or as meate and drinke areto the hungry and 
hirſty, or any thing which wee reliſh well, in which ſence 
the word is alſo ſometimes vicd, as Prom. y. 17. Hid bread is 
alcaſant, Oc, , 

The hurtfull things from which FWiſedewe will defend a 
man, are of two forts: ſome are recall ur atuall,” as the: ex! 
way, wicked behauiour, or ſintull attempts, and exorbirant 
courſes: ſome are perſonal, as the meancs and cauſes of the 
former, and theſe are mentioned inthe latter (traine of the 
twelfth Verſe,and more fully in thoſe thatnext enlye it. 

The fruit and vertue of Wiſedome for preſeruation, be» 
longeth to them chat imbrace it with good affeion. 

All they, and none belides,are (ure toenioy the right vie 
and benefit of their knowledge, and of the holy Scriptures 
which they know, that haue loue mixed with their vnder- 
{tanding: others will be puffed vp with pride, and neyther 
be edified nor fenced. Wee are taught this, almoſt in che 
firſt Verſe of the firſt P/alme, where the blelied man, that 
neyther walketh in the conn/ell of the wicked, nor flandeth in the 
way of ſanners, nor ſtteth in the ſeate of the ſcorners, is hee whoſe 
delight is inthe Law of the Lord. And tothe ſame cauſe isthe 
frutfulneſle of a good mans lips, and the conſtant vpright- 
neſle of his life aſcribed in another P/alme in this manner; 
The mouth of therighteou will (beake of wiſedome and his tongue 
will tale of urdgement : for the Law of God 1 in his heart and his 
fteps ſhall not fide. Salomon for this purpoſe annexetha light- 
lome promiſe to a wholſome exhortation, ſaying ; Binde 
thy Fathers commandement alwayes vpon thy heart, &c, It ſhall 
lead thee when thou walkeſft; it ſhall watch for thee when thou 

O 


ſleepeſt, 
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ſleepeſt; and when thou wakeſt , it ſhall talke with thee, 

Reaſon 1. Firit;this loueand holy delight,according tothe meaſure 
thereof, repelleth and chaſcth away all noyſome and corry 
delights, whereby the hearts of ſo many are poyſoned, and 
their wayes peruerted., 

Secondly, loue is armed and guarded with the {trengthof 
all other affections; iti s attended on with Hope, Toy, Feare, 
Hatred, &c, Euery one of theſe doth fight for that which 
it doth affe, andwarre again(t all that it doth maligne, 

Thirdly, it hath power in it ſelfe to confirme and make 
him conſtant that is inducd therewith, both again(t intiſe. 
ments and diſcouragements, according to that in the Cant» 
clet. Lone is ſtrong as Death, Ielonſie ts cruell 4s the Grame : the 
coales thereof are fiery coales and avehement flanie : much wh- 
ter cannot quench Lone, neyther can the flouds drowne it: If « 
man ſhould gine all the ſubſtance of his houſe to buy Lone, they 
would greatly contenme it, Cant, 8.6, 7. 

Foorthly, the Lord ſearching the heart, and finding the 
delight and loue of his word therein, doth ſtrengthen the 
ſoules of ſuch men with the might of his Spirit, and poureth 
vpon them his bleſſings of grace, whereas moſt of them 
which are taught more then. they regard'to learne, to loue, 
and pratife, have his curfe vpon their hearts, becauſe They 

a Theſz, ti. receined notthe lone of the truth, and (o are ginen vp to frong 
deluſions, that th may beleewe and gine heedto lies, or elle to 


inordinate afteftions, that they might be ſubicR and obe- 
dient to luſts, 


Uſe 1. * InftruRtion, according to the example of the Prophets 


and other holy men, tobe pezitioners to the Lord to worke 

in ourfoulesthis louely grace of Love, and (pirituall delight 

In hisword ; to incline our hearts to his teftimonies, that 
cach of vs may truely ſay as they did, O how loxe I thy Law? 
Thy ( onomandements are ſweeter to mee than hony, or the hony- 
Combe : they are dearer to mee than thouſands of Gold and Sil- 
wer, &c, Soſhall that which is irkeſome to all the wicked, be 


mace pleaſant tovs, and pleaſure, profit, honour and ſafctic 
ſhall all be vnited together, 


Phel. 119. 
P/al, 97. IO3Z- 


Conuiction 
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Conuiction of moſt, that haue no delight at all in the 
Counſels of God, becaule they fliye from no lin in loue, and 
conſcience of them : and of the beſt,that rhey-haue too lit- 
tle delighttherein, becauſe they doe not auoid euill o much 
as they ought. If we had more ioy in G&d, and his voyce; 
wee ſhould be lelſe enamoured with the world , and the 
vanities thereof : wee would not be potlefled with the 
luſts of the- Fleſh, the lults of the Eyes, and the pride of 
Life, 

Reproofe and terrour for them that loath the wiledome 
of God, and loue it not; to whom it is a vexation and tor- 
ment, rather then a refreſhing and cemfort : from what 
ſinne and villanic have they proteQtion ? From what mil- 
chiefe and miſery haue they immunitie ? If Sathan will haue 
them to ſteale, they mult be thecues: If hee would haue 
them breake wedlocke, they muſt be adulterers: If hee will 
have them kill, they muſt be murtherers : whatſocuer hee 
will haue them to doe, they mult attempe it, and then are 
they ſubic& to all the plagues and perils which enſue vpon 
ſuch praftiſes. Hence it is that the world ſwarmeth vvith 
all ſores of hurtfull people, -and cuill doers, as Idolatrous 
Papiſts, blaſphemous Swearers , licentious Sabbath-brea- 
kers, trayterous Conpirators, violent Oppreſlors, ruftianly 
Swaggeres, (winiſh Drunkards, bealtly Buggerers, inſatiable 
Cormorants, impudent. Lyers, &c. Wiſedome entreth into 
few mens hearts, and Knowledge delighterh not the ſoules 
of many.. And by this wee may diſcerne of the dangerous 
Hypocrites, who, though they make a Profeſſion of Pietic 
and Religion, liue yet in perpetuall perill of breaking out 
Into grolle offences, for that rhey loue rather to be pray- 
(cd for Religion;than faithfully to apply themſclues to pro- 
cure prayſe vnto it. They heare and-pray, and doe the 
ſeruices of God for faſhion, or for feare, for -mens favour, 
and goud liking, and other carnall reſpe&ts, beſt knowneto 
themſelves, and doe nothing with any ſpiritvall alacritie, 
loy, and gladneſle, or delire of them. And therefore when 
the Diveli,whom they (eruc, ſeeth Fornications, Adulteties, 

O 2 or 


Prow, 6. 12. 


Pro,10, 14.32, ſent deftratt 
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or other ſhamefull crimes co be more aduantagious fo 
him than the former imployments , they ſhall be take 
therewith;,and vvhen the L © & D vvith vvhom they dif. 
ſemblc, ſeeth it « fir ſeaſon to dilcouer them, their viſard 


ſhall te plucked off, that che world may fande out theirfall 
hood... 


Verſe -12, eAnd fromthe wan that ſpeaketh permerſe thing. 


OLOMON hath ſhewed the aRuall cuill, the wicked 

courlc of life, from which the loucrs of wiſedome ſhall 

be ſhielded > and now hce proceederh to-promile them 

fafetic alſo from the meanes thereof, luch peſtilent pets 
ſons as vie to. intice and corrupt others, 


1 Diſſolute Men, 


And thoſe are : 3 


2 Whoriſh Women, 


Both which hee deſcriberh at large: and firſt; the Ment and 
them by ſundry efteRs, whereot cach one , as-it- were by 
ſteps, ſurmountech another : the firlt is their ſpeech, that 
they ſpeake pernerſe things, tending to the difſhonour of God, 
and the peruerting of. men, as the roote and originall of the 
word importeth.. 


That-is the-proper marke-of a ſinful} man-to accuſtome 
his lips cotalkelewdly. 

Scale any vice in all this Booke, is-oftnier reproutd 
than the abuſe of the tongue : and-we remember not that 
vogracious men are any way niore diſgraced than by that, 
as when.it is ſaid, e-{ mn of Beliall , and the wicked m4 
walketh- with @ froward mouth, The mouth of a foole is a pre 

ion.” The month of the wicked fpeaketh froward 
things. Reade ( hap; 16.30, Rom, p3-14, Eceleſ; 10,3215 
Atat 12.37. * 

Firſt, the heart is diſcouered by the: courſe and current 
of the words, to be good or bad : if the ſoule be ſanfifich 
the lips will be well ſeaſoned; if they. be diſordered , lo k 

d 
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alſu ghe affeions . O ations of wipers , ſaith the Lord , Mal 12,3435. 


ener 
how can yes (peaks good things when yee are exillf For out of the 
gta of the heart the month ſpeaketh .. «A good man ont of 
the good treaſure of his heart bringeth forth good things, and an 
f his heart bringeth forth enil 


evil! man out of the exill treaſure 

things, Do. 4 

Secondly, in the godly, the mouth; of allthe members; 

molt fighteth againſt Sathan, and Sathanabaſeth the mouth 

of the wicked for the moſt part, more than any other mem- 

ber : hee vſeth it for a Fowling-peece to kill the fouſes of 

men, and for his artillery , and great ordnancetodiſcharge 

it againſt the truth and glory of God t it is truely ſaid by S, 

James, that the tongue ſettath on fire the courſe of nature, and; 

1 ſet on fire of bell. ; x 
Inftruction how eofiudge of our ſelues , and others, e Uſe 1. 

uen by the ſanQiitie, or prophaneneſle of the ſpeech #whe- 

ther that forcible member the Tougue, which Go# made 

for the chiefe , and vniverfall inftramene of his glory , and 

the welfare of his people,be gracious or vicivus,wholeſome 

or harmefull , fruitfull or idle ; They that are good ,'by it 

will doe molt good, and they thatare lewd, thereby inſpe- 

ciall manner doe vent their lewdnelſe, Sce Chap.10.14. 


Verſe'-13. eAnd fronyg then that leaxe the þ | of ri 
teonſneſſe, to walke m a paths of darkeneſſe. Marrs rap 


He ſecond cffe&t of wicked men,istheir behauiour and 

deeds, (for cuill ſpeaking is cuer accompanied witfrevill 
doing) and thoſe are let forth by an oppoſition, or comps- 
riſon of contraries,whereby their courle of lifeis made more 
odious, and therefore it is ſaid-that they forſake the paths of 
Tighteewſneſſe, which are alſo the paths of light 5 ts walke '» 
the paths of darkgneſſe, which arc the wayes of ignorance, and 
Iniquity,,, as.if hee ſhould haue ſaid 3 They turne-from the 
right way, of knowledge, and obedience which 1leadeth to 
Saluation,and travell inthe by-wayes of ſfinne toward deſtru- 
Qion; and their fault hcercin is ſo much the fowler, in that 

| O 3 they 


Lemes 2.6, 
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they goe not aſtray by meereerrour , or infirmity ofchet 
nature ,.a8 if they.conld notlearne, or yeuer were diredt 
to a better way, butagain(t their knowledge > and contny 
to the light , they wilfully ſhunne that good courle which 
is approoued of God, and conformethemſelyes to the il 
of Sathan , and praQtiſe that which they would never hat 
ta be cxamined by the ruleof the Word); for the ſhine there 
of would diſcouer the hidcouſneſle of it,and makeit appeatt 
to be odious and loathlome, 

Doflrine. That leane thepaths, &-c.) The more wilfully men (inns 
the greater offenders they are. 

- It is notfafe:to miile of the right way to Saluation ; but 
very dangerous torefuſe, and forlake it :it is euill eo fall;'or 
ſlippeinto ewill,but farreworle to lceape into the ſamegor vo- 
luntarily to calt ones ſelfe into it. 

John 3.19.20, Thys is condemnation, that Light 1 come into the world,and 
wen lone darkene([e rather than light , becauſe their deedes wie 
enilt For exery may that enill deth, hateth the Light, neyther 
eommeth to the light, left his deedes ſhould be reprooxed, Reade 


Chap.30.10.11, [erem.6.16.17. Luket 9.,14-27, 2 Pet.4.15 
Sec, bap,l werſe 24. 


Verſe. 14. Whichreiogee in deing exit, and delight inwic 
ked fromardye(ſe, : wM % « 


+3 third property andeffeRt of theſe wicked men is the 
A. dlorder of their affeions , whereby they aggravate) 
and much increaſe the naughtines of their words and a&- 
ons +. For they nut onely doe cuill, but reioxce therein, the) 
comet it. with defire, they praftile it with pleaſure, and #- 
tcrgards areglad.of their helliſh exploits, yea they'exalt, 
the other word (ignifieth , they expreife that delight whith 
-they hauetaken in larifying their Juſts, cither/by geſl# 
or countenance, or vaunting, or by forme meanes, or otÞt!, 
and many of them glory molt of thar whereofthey onght40 
be moſt aſhamed, as in wicked frowardneſſs, the word is pt 


wer[eneſt 


, 
; 
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erſencſſe of emll, (innefull headinelle in their licentious at- 
cmpts whatloeugre 
They arc of all others the moſt grieuous malefaRours,' Dotrine. 
o whom linne is delightfull, | | 
All good men are too childiſh,and receiuefull often this 
hureſull poyſon intotheie mouthes, bur they ſoone diltalte 
it, and (o auoyde it by repentance: but woetothemthat re- 
liſh iniquity, that ſwallowit » andentertaincitintotheir ffo- 
macks: they ſhall finde intime, vnlelle they timely preucne 
it, what deſperate, and intollerable gripings it will workein 
their bowels, For,ſo much as that is liked, all goodnes is loa- 
thed, in what mcaſure any man is a friend varto ſinne, inthe 
ſame heis an enemy to grace, Reade Pſal.52.1, 34.106 20, 
12.13.14. Proner.4.17, Sce Chap.L werſe 22, Dofr.z, 6, 
Chap.10,verſe 23. 


Verſe 15. Whoſe wayes are peruerſe, andthey are obitinate 


1s ther paths, 


fl laſt effeR and property of theſe linnefull miſcreants, 
is their deſperate incorrigiblenes;that albeit their waies 
be peruerſe, and all their courſe and:carriage be lewd, and 
damnable, ,yetthey are xefratary imthem, andreſolued ne- 
ucr to mend , bur grow worſe, like refty jadesthat arc (till 
going backewards, when they ſhould procced in s journey. 
Neyther will they hearken to himthat ſhall teach them by 
precepts , nor yet-be willingto follow him thae: ſhall leade 
them by example ». but arecuery way aucrle, and froward, 
that their Miniſter , or belt friends can have no# hope; or 
heart to deale any further with them y but may leaue them 
vihaligh, as men incurable; as the Phyfition:doth him 
that hath the pangs of death vpon himarthe Surgeon ſuch 
« one a4 is throlt through rhe heart:;1 They. are the ſame 
whom in the former Chapter be-called ſ6orners;; which" 
would none of Wiſedomes counſel, bur her corre- 
Qion,&c, | 7 | Mo; ' 
TETETE 2. 5 711 413141 39 
O 4 Verſe 
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Verle 16. It ſhall deliner thee from the ftrang a 90 womes 
the ſtranger which flatereth with ber words. © fo 


Ow followeth the ſecond ſort of perillous perſons,fton 

which Wiſedome will defend the men that loue het, [x 
will deliver themfrom the evil woman, from the adulterelk, 
and all her inticements;with the fruit,and end therof, 


And here is ſhe deſcribed by her ; 


I Qualitice, 


2 Effedts, 
- Her Qualities are firſt, that ſhee is a ſfravge woman, on 
with whoar thou oughreſt to have nothing te doe * For 
frange (tandeths in oppolition toa mats lawfull Wife; -all 6 
thers in that ſenſe are {trangers;lo other fire than that which 
God ſent downe from heauen vponthe Altar, and wasthere 
continually nounſhed, was called Strange fire : then ſhes 
- ſaidto bea ſtranger ; to be reputed as a forrciner, tHathath 
alicnatcd her (elte from God, and his people, by her filthy 
conuerlation. As therefore the [rates might not mary 
with women that were Aliens , as being the daughter d 
{trapge.Ggis., no more ought a mernber-of- Chris? to/hwe 
company wich an harior, as being, asit were, of anortict i 
tion, not (an@bficd to rhe Lord, yes beitig diftanefrom hin 
by birth, as fatreasrthe carth is from heaven. 
C2 Herlewd and finfult behaviour. 
HeretfteQta are! 2. The woe and miſery whercunto (itt 
Dro ont bt ub ech her companioh 3620 LE 
:Somepartof arr wavkonrh mentioned in this verl 
as her (moothcand flancering ſpeech, whereby ſhe labouret) 
to allure. vamarried and heedelefle perſons, and chem vith 
| &baiteobring intoherner, -. £ 1 
- The:houe and vertue of Gous word, is the onely found 
remedy againſtthe finne of whoredome. ſr) Rt 
Wrledome doth not onely command, as making clay* 
to her owne right, but likewiſe piueth counlell , reſpeaing 
orr lafcty from the contagion of this ſinne, when ſhe 


Verſc16, PROVERBS. 735 

My [onne we mee th heart , and let thine eyes delight in Pros,43.36.27. 
w IN as {under by her reaſon : "For 4 Whereis decye 

ich, and a ftrange woman 4s 4 narrow pit ." And heexeunito 

aarecth that other ſaying 3 The commandementiy « Latterne, p,,, 6.13.24, 
and inftr ufo alight te keepe thee from the wicked woman, and | 
from the flattery of the tongue of the ſtrange woman, Read Cha, 


5.1.2, 4nd 74-5 
Firlt, the word worketh knowledge, ar'the Surme giuerh Reaſon 1. 


light; it illuminateththe vnderftanding in ſuch mariner; as 
the foulenes of this filthy vice , together with the manifolde 
miſchiefes which it tngendrerh, is openly diſcouered, as chat 
it defilerth beth foule' 8nd body , blindfoldeth the minde, 
hardeneth the heact,/waſteth theſubltance / ' fainerh the 
name, corrupreth the cede; excluderty wenou of heauen, 
and drawechtheminto perdition, &0c, Theſe conliderations 
it extibiterh, as Antridotes again(t the fact; and againſt the 
fallacious inducement#to-ir'2 and fo wich provident care of 
their owne welfare;fortificth'the heaws/ wits and careg of reti. 
gious people againſt the allaulty and inchantnients th of hate 
lors, and whoremaſters, of whomchey art'in tiger other- 
wiſe to betaken , and deſtroyed : Forthe&yhae'n kinde of 
Sathanicall ſubeilty holeqtive wirhtaire ſpeeches; ind 
ſwafions, according to our Text;anSothev which (iy; thine 
the hppes of a ſtrange woman droppe 4s an hony-combe , tl Ber pry 
month i more ſoft t fr chitwbyls rac ond of hers birtey bs worm- 
wood, and ſharpe as 4 two-edged ſword. F or with hev' great craft 
fre cauſeth men to yeelde onto har, and with hey fi te 7 dl F_en7.20.28 
ſhe inticeth them. And they falldw hor frat andre | 
goeth totheflanghtt®”11 5017 (114 91109 
If Amon was carried away capeiucef laſt after his chaſte 5 
Siſter thar tempred Wilmot hows much miore will the irripu- x5 
dency ofawhonſhworaypreveile;/abet ſhall provoke with oF 
words. cours, geltiire,andlafciuious behaujour * ' \.' i $6009) 
Solonawhinfelte bad dronikewof rhevenemous cup which: 
wicked women had mixedsthdaph not to poyfor? him with 
corporal{ adwltery, yet with{ſpiritualh;'s clpake 
not onelywhat hee Knew ; rr YOrniCT felr; 
when. 


= {.3-4e 
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when hee ſaide, 7 finde more bitter than death , the woinun, 
Whoſe beart it an nets and ſnares, and ber bands, ac bavd:s. ©- He 
that 1s good before Ged ſpall. be delinered froms her , but the ſu 
ner ſhall betaken by here-@@ - + © | 
_ Secondly, che grace of the Spirit ſubdeweth luſt, and the 
rage of libidinous paſſions,in the hearts of them thatdelight 


 Inthelaw of the Lord. The loucof purity andcleaneneſle 
_ doth cauſcthem:toabhoerte ſuch loathſome obſcenity, and 
* deteltablefilthines : the feare of Gods wrath, and-diſhonour 


doth terrific them from entertayning ſuch rebellious dehires 
and motions, which otherwiſe would be gs violent in chem, 
through the corruption, and deprauation of nature, as they 
arcin thereſt of e Adams children, /No-neturall faculticsaof = 
the minde (ufticeto reprefiethem, neyther will the baving 
of picty protet any man when he doth not ve it, 
Sampſon was very (trong.and able to kill all that fought 
againſt him,, though many ip mvlticuge, -and yet farre yns+ 
bleco yanquiſh higowne ynchalte affeRions, andthe force 
of the, baclot, 1307 LANG 2316411 ©1193 £0! ' 
Damd was both wiſe and valiant,and yet being at a time 
vnarmed ofthe delight.and conlciehce of the word, hee wa 
ſuddeoly ſurprized, apd/how-deepdly hee vas wounded by 
this horrible linne of incoptinency, the Chriſtianwarld well 


e\ knoweth, Ie 


_..-. Thirdly, the Lord in his fauour doth looke tothemia 
wholchearthislaw is, and cauſcth it toſhicld them from this 
beali]y yiceof impurity.,. whereas others by his iuſt ivdge- 


Rem, 1.24.26, TMEnts.ofe glucn vptovileatfeRiions, and vncleanencs,cucn 


We l- 


laem.23.10, 


to defile their owne bodies betweene themlclucs. - --.; 
In(trution to obſerie the reaſpnwhyfornicators,and 0- 
ther filthy perlonsdoe ſwarme almpſtin all places, fo many 
pariſhes, townes,and-familics hejngefileds. (o thatwe-mey 
lay with the Prophet, Theilang wfall of adwirerers c becaul 
there is great ignorance, ang-ſmall yndetfiandiog cbecauſc 
that ignorance is much affeted, and vadeiſlanding; is littlo 
regarded :becaple. many mac apprehend the letter and ſens 
of the ward, .than patticypatg;ot the «ffcuall power there 
OL 3 


Verſ.17. PROVERSS. 5-4 
of : it is not from hence that there is fo much Pen 
and ptofeſſing '(a impious wretches blafphemuu arcs Bomb barks) 
bur 6 mr want of vprightnes to imbrace'and obey] 
ſells of God'! Secondly, ler cuery man be perfiraded co e- 
ſteeme it a ſingular bencfir,tobe kept by grace from yncha- 
ftiti, and vnchaſtecompanions, ſecing it is heere promiſed 
as a bleſſing, and mercy tothole which teaſe —_— Fad the 
contrary etfe-where, is threatned-as acurſero ſuch as offend 
him when it is ſaid , that the mouth of ſtrange women us a4 4 
deepepis , bee with whom the Lord is angry ſhall fall therein. 
And therefore be nor wanting 'vnto thy y Lite reietnoerhe 
bleſſing, incarre rivet rhe curſe, *Foraſmuch as theloue of fa+ 
ving-knowledge'is of ſo greatforet, and importance ,*hou . 
canſt never exceede too farre, nor paſſe meaſure in it, al- 
though vnſanRified vnderflanding doth putfe vp, and the 
delire of it for praiſe and vaine-glory be pernicious. _ _** 

ConuiQton of all them which arc luſtfoll and techerous, 
who'haunt, or deſirevnchaſte, ur diſhorjeltcothpany, khe- 
ther of men or women (for one (exe may av well be a ftrans 
ger as another) thar Wiſedomeis our of requeſt with them, 
cither it neucr entred into their hearts: Great becne 
expelled thence by vnkinde viage 4 for ſieve will fizkehet 
lovers ſtrange'to/ theſe' wanton and fiſthy'Ridhgers "und 
prooue them to be theit moſt mortellfots //althi Re p 
would be reputed therein their ſairhfulleſt friends, 

AK 

verſe 15: \pv hi forſaberhrbhee ng __ nd or- 

getterhehe comment of hey God. ? Y ' 


[J=* havewe declared vnto vsthe efeehs' of this Neatipe 

worhan,; herd floyalbend perfidious brhaugonr;) both 

| againſt her husband and the Lord, Sher aſl 

band ; both in affection and adtion';'thou thouſgh! rior: pe _ 

in bodily preſence, as Potipharr wife , and the harlo 

tioned heereafter in the ſeauenth Chaptcr':' eyther $60h al, 

nor the moſt; but- few'of them; vttcrly' refuſe their” huſ- 

bands bed, notithſianding ſhee hive, AS lie with hirm, 
yer": 
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yet ſhee is ſaid, to relinquiſh him , if. ſee keepe not her 
{clfe to him onely;. and hee-inioy her wholy « Nay.to ag 
grauate the haingulnelle of the offence, - Selamon, defer 
beth the husband ſowronged, by his ofbce, and authoyity 
and giucth him the Title of Guide, adding a, circumllance 
to make thefault appeare the fowler, that hee is the guide 
her ,outh , even hee, whom ſhee ficlt loucd , to.whom ſhee 
br(t-gauc her heart. and hand, and whom. God. had ap 
pointed to her as an head, and gouernour, andcuen when 
thee was young , and had molt necde of direRtion . Then 
her. (innc againſt God is ſet outin that ſhce hath broken her 
oath plightcd in the contraRt, and at the marriage, and (ois 
periured , and that againſt the Lord whoſe coucnant this 
was , not onely forthat he ordained marriage to be centred 
into by ſuch bonds, and conditions, but becauſe it was rat 


ficd, lanRiticd, and cſtabliſhed by his ſpeciall preſence, and 
withſpeciall inuocation vpon his name. , 


They which ct their liking ypon ſtrangers doe aliendte 
themſclues from their yokeeſellowes. | 
 Asthey incorporatethemſelucs in mixture , or affefion 
to the ene, {o they.dilmember them(ſclues inthe ſame n+ 
rue, and mealure from the other : ſo, much as.i8 derinedi0 
forreiners;is detrafted from their owne,ſv pun-which ground 
our Author aduilcth each husband to keepe his heart envte 
to his wife, and folace himſelfe ip her alone , as his /owng 
Hmde, and pleaſant Roe. Let her breafts (ſaith he) ſatisfic the! 
at all tames, and delight mn ber laws continuylty, For-why-ſpontdeſ 
thou delight in a ſtrange woman , or anbrace the beſame of-4 
roger ? By which oppolition hee doth intimate , that 0 
much kindenelfe as the ſtranger findeth, the wife loleth, 2nd 


that che way ra keepe the Whoge from, hauing of all,is to [0 
her have none-aaall. Elo lat Ll b 


. AL: 1-1. 4} i SL 
. Fir@ , ſuch an. imury;will preſſe. the conſdience of the 
wrong-doer, with the heauy weight of gviltines ; and guilt 
nefle will cauſe the parties wronged to be allo feared : 49 


feare with guiltinefle will ingender hatred cowards them: 
and laue $0 their adverſaries, | ; 


Secondly , 
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Secondly; the heart once corrupted with-filthineſTe doth 
brooke nothing ſo much 8s that which 1s corrupt, and bl- 
thy,all wholeſome ordinances are diſtaltfull roſuch fulſome 
ftomakes. They chooſe rather to teede of ftollen bread, 
though made, as it were of Akornes, and therefore onely 
fie fur Swine, than to cate their owne bread, though the pu- 
rclt manchee : they preferre to drinke of ffollen waters, 
though much more muddie and ſtincking, and that which - 
runncth downe the fouleſt channels, before-their owne;aris 
ſing outof the cleareſt fountaine, 

Thirdly, being b-come:- the ſeruants of Luſt, they onely 
ſeeke to ſatisfie the ſame : and that doth the lawfull vie of 
the Marriage-bed kill, and all vnlawfull copulations and laf- - 
ciuiouſnetle kindle. | 

Fourthly, by the at of Adultery, the knot of Marriage 4- 
is difſolued, and a new coniunftion made berweene the par- 
tics ſo-linning, who are thereby become, as it were,one body, 
and one fleſh, as the Apoltle teftificth. 1 Cor, 6.46, © 

The due meditation whereof, with other-arguments full 7//. - 
of force and weight , may.ſcruc. tu:kindle hatred in the 
hcarts of men, againſt this hatcfull, hurtfull, and hideous 
vice, repleate with-alil.kinde of miſchiefes. It transformeth 
realonable creatures into brutiſh ſhapes, and maketh men 
and women more vnkinde and vnnaturallchanbeaſts: For 
how many.of them doe vſe to lcaue their owne Mates, to 
which they are vnited, and fo are become paires , of - 
couples, to: mixe<themſelues with others:? Doe they.not + 
harme enough-cach to other,and-eucry one to bim-or her 
ſelfe, bur they muſt allo damnifie-others, and cuen thoſe 
that arc innocent, and ought to be alſo molt intimate. and 
dearelt vnto them? | 

Toſeph reiced all the fauours which his.Miftreſſe, no 
doubt, would haue amply beſtowedvpon him : and expo- 
ſed himſelfe to all the miſchiefes which ſhe would certaincly: - 
practiſe againlt him, rather than in this {oreto be treache- 
rous to his Maiſter, though of another Nation : and wile 
thob ſhew ſuch an indignitietothige.owne wite.os husband, - 

being I 


1 Tim. 2, 13» 


x Cor, 11.7. 


Reaſon I. 


2. 
Gen, 3.16. 
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being thine owne fleſh and body, and the one halfe of ty 
ſelfe? | 


Gnide, &c) The Wife itto be ordered by the gouerne 
ment and guidance of her Husband. | 

Hee oughtto rule, and ſhee to be (ubieet : it is his due 
tic to giue direRion, and hers to be tractable in obedience 
to him. 

The hply Ghoſt requireth her to /carne in ſilence, with d 
(ubiettion, and not vſurpe authoritie oner the man, &c. 

\ Both the Law and Goſpell teach her this : Nature doth 


teach it her : the example of the Churches ſubicRionto 
Chriſt doth teach it her : the very hayre which is given het 
for the couering of her head, doth teach it her. Reade 
1 Cor. 11,3. and 14. 34.35. Epheſ: 5.22.2 3.24. Col.z.1, 
Tit,2.5. 1 Pet,;.1. 


Firſt, the Husband hath this prerogatiue and ſoueraignt 


| tie by right of Creation, as being firſt ſhaped, and of whony 


and for whom the woman was made, 


Secondly, it was confirmed to him by inftitution, the 
Lord decreeing, th-:t her defire ſhould be ſubiebt to him,and be 
ſmould rule ower her : both for a penaltic of the fall of Hewah, 
and drawing of .e Adam. into the ſame tranſgreſiion allo 
with her, as likewiſc in compaſſion of her weakenellc to ap 
point vnto her, and her Daughters, euen to that ſexe; vnto 
the end of the world, ſuch a neceſſary helpe and (uppor- 
tance. 

Inſtruftion to Wives, of what parentage, parts, place, 
or qualities ſocuer: to reſpet Gods Ordinance, their Huſ- 
bands place, and their owne neede, and ſubmit themlelves 
to. their heads with due eftimation, without contempt : with 
reuerent tearmes and behaviour, without deſpite: with ret 
dic obedience, without reſiſtance, in all things which-arc 
lawfull. And let euery Husband take notice as 'well of his 
dutic, as of his dignitic: that wiſedome and faithfulneſle is 
required of him, as rule and authoritie is committed vnto 


him: his commands muſttend no leiſe to his wiues welfatt 
then tothe exerciſe of his owne iuriſdition. 


Reproofe 
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Reprofe both of ſtubborne wiues and fooliſh husbands , 
whereas the one will runne wilfully into all abſurdities and 
miſchiefcs, and miſeries, rather than beare any yoake , 
though neuer ſo calle, and the other eyther altogether re- 
linquiſh the Superioritic and honour which belongeth vn- 
to them, or clle through want of moderation, humilitic, 
loue, knowledge, <quitie, and conſcience, abuſe ir, 

Divers fault herein diucrſly ; yea, wee may fay truely, 
that the greater number of marryed men doe little regard 
this charge, and therefore are (o- prepoſterous, and vnpro- 
firable in the whole gouernement of their families: Some 
are too remille,and permir their wines to be licentious;lome 
arc too rigorous, and debarre them of their lawfull liber- 
tic : ſome will allow them to be (infull and vngodly, and 
ſpeake nothing againſt it : ſome will allure them, and 
ſpeake much for it: (ome will inforce and conſtraine them 
vnto it. 

Of her yomth,) It is fit for young parties to be beſtowed 
in marriage with conuenicnt ſpeede; as ſoone as they are of 


ripe yeeres, | 


Dettr. 3... 


Vee ſee that the auncient manner of marrying was be- . 


times, before thatthe flowre of age was withered, as Chap.s. 
ver. 18, Reiojce with the wife of $4 cape So faith Afalachie, 
Les none treſpaſſe aginſt the wife of bis youth, 


Firſt, that they may the more deepely ſettle their li- 
kings, in that time wherein they are more ſtrong in their af- 


fetions. 

Secondly, there is greater hope of a largeri(ſue and pro- 
genie : for youth is the firteſteime for che woman eſpeci- 
ally to propagate, in which is onechicfe end of marriage : 
and this way thought molt fit by the Apoſtle, who refuſed 
the younger widowes, and would haue them to marry, and 
beare children, and governethe houſe. 

- Thirdly, it is a meanes to prevent fornication, and ſuch 
lice defilements, that they may come pure and cleanetothe 
marryed eſtate, and (o they are the more like to continue 
vertuous and honeſt, 


Reproofe 


17ims.14- 


Za. 
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Reproofe of two contrary extremities often praftiled 
- 8gainlt this peint:one is of thera that make too much halle 
in. marrying Children vnder age, before any of the former 
reaſons can take place: they cannot yet diſpoſe of their. 
feRions, they haue neyther learned by practiſe nor precept 
to loue; in ſugh manner as Matrimonie requirerh : it is: net 
yet time for them ro marry; neyther have they (ufficient 
iudgement and vnderſtanding to make a couenant in the 
preſence of Ged, or to performe the dutics that mutually. 
are from oneto the other, The other is of themrthatneg: 
let that care which Parents ſhould haue in prouiding 
matches for their children in due time, whereof much eull 
enſueth, as ſome corrupt themſelues with incontinencie,be- 
fore they be marryed, and can neuer be cured of it after- 
wards, Others take vpon them to be their owne chulen, 
and eyther marry or contra&t themſclues without conſent 
of parents : others beare a greater burthen chrough needs” 
of marriage, and wayting the benefit of that ordinanceythan 
they arc well ableto ſuſtaine. 
And here wee haue alſo occaſion offered, but weewlll 
not purſuite it, to taxe thoſe vnequall marches of old yvo- 
ryen palt age, with young men freſh in ſtrength and yeeres, 
which depriue the World and Church of (weer fruit, name: 
ly, legittimate children, and burthen the ſame many time? . 
with crabbed baſtards ; beſides, the hut flames of lealoulk, 
often which are commonly kindled with ſuch Wiues, and 
the faſtidious contempt that often ariſeth in the hearts of 
thoſe Husbands. 
Forſakg the cournant, 5c.) Vnſaithfulneſſe to ones yoak&+ 
fcllow is alwaycs ioyned with impictic againſt God. 
lt is ſinne againſt the Lordto wrong a friend, a ſeruant 
a bondeſeruant, an enemie, any man, or any beaſt, but that 
is vnrighteouſneſſe, and this is vngodlinetſe : thereby ÞiS 
Creature is miluled, and hereby his Name is deſpiſed * fot 
as much as by that the contratt was confirmed. And 
therefore laith Malachic, The Lord hath beene witne(ſe # 
tweene thee and the Wite of thy youth, againſt whom thou haſt 


tran} greſſed, 


eras,  FPrROvites 143 
an{greſſed; yet ſhee is thy companion, and the wife of thy Co- 
nant 


Firſt, his Ordinance is violated, anauncient Ordihancty Reaſon 1, 
he firſt chat euer he inſtituted, forthe vie of humaneſocie- 
tic; an honourable Ordinance, a comfortable Ordinance, an 
Ordinance both profitable, expedient and neceflary for the 
onſcruation of mankinde. Jo 
Secondly,thoſe promiſes and proteſtations made before 
im, (which hee weuld hauc as ducly performed as their 
Dathes, arcfallified and broken, and'ſo his preſence con- 
temned through want of fearcand reverence of him, 
Admonition to all that are obliged by Matrimoniall - 
bonds, to-looke warily co themſelues, leaſt they ſhould for- 
feite them, and God put them in ſuite.” No reliefe is to be 
had in any Court, or by any meanes; the power of the ſtron-. 
gelt will not maintainethem againſt thewweakeſt : the cloſe 
carriage of the matter wilt carry no'force to keepe them. 
lafe or fecrer: the ſenirie of the yoakefellow in paſting over 
the offences wilk nor free thern from puniſhment, or pre" 
ſcrue them from ſhame, becauſe though man may 'cemit 
the creſpalle ſo farre as toucheth' himſelfe, yer Hee can-" 
be [mop the ſinne yyhich is committed againſt the” 
Or wrt » 85:1 w IV 7% 344 POS; F oc 
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Verſe 18. Surth her ous tendeth to deaah;and bi 
to the dead; 1 | | - 
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All adulterers liue in pcrill of death and 


Their life is forfeited and likewiſe their (al 
ſoone as they breake the bonds of wedlocke Tn 
Lord of his free mercie taketh not the aduantage of all 
but ſparcth ſome few vpon whom he conferreth the 


Pros. 5.3-4-5. of repentance, pu. the lippes of a flrange woman 


as an Honj-combe, and her mouth be mare ſoft than Oyle; ya 
the end ber is a bitter as Wormewood, mrs ayucy 
two-edged ſword. Her feete goe downe to death, and hor 


Pres.6. 27.28. take bold of Hell. Can 4 th oF pe in his beſome and bi 


39. 34- 


Reaſon 1., 
Lepi#, 20.10. 


cloathes net be burnt ? or can 4 man goe iy exp rr 6 , and by 
feete not be burnt. ? So hee that goeth wn to 


ſhall not be pengeys whoſoeuer towcheth —_— that w 
Fi 


 miitteth adultery with a woman us deſtitude of under, 


that doth it deſtroyeth his owne ſoule. Reade Chap. 7.26.1), 
x Cor. 6.9. IE 19. 22. Res.21, $.and 22.15, 

Firft, the Law of the Lord charged the Magiltratevid 
ſuch malefaQtors, requiring him to doe iuſtice vpon then, 
and to take away their lives, ſayings The men the waned 
. adultery with canher mav. wif, drag auſe bee hath committed 
atom your iſe, the eAdulterer and thed- 

yet 


wg itn 30d doth after « ſpecial manger, by a ptv? 
uidence, mouec the Magiſtrate to infli& punlſhr by 


many of then, being there-to provoked by ryroyerny 
crimes, as thefts, murthers, treaſons, and the life, he > 


| wereall cauſed x7 their advleerics, $o that they ar 
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Levy in 1/rach, and hane commuted adulterie with their neigh. 
ws. 097, Ky lying words in my name, which I 
| theme nor. | 
Thirdly,though they ſhould eſcapethe ſword of the Ma- 
xiltrate, eyther being ignorant 6f the offence, or elſe too 
remille in puniſhing of it, yet is their life and ſoule nothing 
he more in ſafetie, becauſe the Lord, to whem the matter 
joth principally belong, is nothing the leſle angry arid 
ightcous, Though'all men would paſſe ouer ſuch a wic- 
cd faQt, yer lee will purſue it, according to the ſaying of © - 
he Apoltlez Marriage i honourable among all, axdrie bad Heb. 13.'4. 
4 : but Whoremongers and «Adulterers God will ixdge. 


Verle rg. ener gore in i» her, returne net againe, 
ther attaine Ns a; of life. 7-08, 


HE puniſhment of Adultery is a by the cere 
taintie of itand vniuerſalicic in reſpe& of the offenders, 
bcing all almoſt in a deſperate eſtate : and therefore hee 
ith; Whſoeucy goe in onto her returne not againe. None, of 
hat cftate and condition focuer, that haue familiaritic, and 
commit filthinetle with her eſcape without miſchicfe, and 
hardly eyer come to repentance , or «tt«ine to the of 
fe, reforme chemſclues, and take a betrer courſe of life char 
they might be ſaued, And ſo theſe words are for the pre- 
ntion of that wonted ObicRion oppoſed again(t rebukes 
d threatnings for this finne; Wee will repent, and helpe 
ut : But, who doth fo, ſaith the holy Ghoſt # None that goe 
nts her, rerurne againe, thar is, very few: for it is an hypes- 
Dolicall, and comparatiue ſpecch, as if he ſhould haue (ai . 
here are none to ſpeake/of; that reforme themelues » in 
ompariſon of the multitude of them that continue impe- 
tent vaco death, and are damned. This manner of ſpes- 
ing is frequent in the Scriptures, No man callerh for Inftice, 
ai res by ame, eye he Pore ER 
et vpon thy name, that «th vp bimſelfe to take 
old of thee. [ſay 64/75 4 haarkiat pod; ew, none 


P32 {þ ake 


Pres, 23.37. 


cretionzit maketh them ſhameleſle and jmpudent:it® 
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ſpake arizht * 10 00:11 repented him of his wickeaneſſe; m 
What haue 1 done ? Emery one twneth to hes race, 1s the tn; 
ruſheth into the battaile. ler. 8.6. win bs 

Very few Adulterers are ſouridly cured of thatſinne 
repent to [aluation.. ita 

All that fall into it- doc not-certainely periſh: forts 
Daxid-could riot haue: beene ſaved, nor-thaſe Coranthim 
whom the Apoltle reſtifieth to haue beene waſted, ſauitiju 
and /«/tifed: but not many which be once corruptedthas 
with, are throughly cleanſed from 1t', arid none withe 
great difficultie. 'eAavhoress 4 deepe ditch," and a ſtravge 
man is 45 a narrow pit: thatis, the cuſtome of convey 
with her is an inextricable intanglement, and ſuch as 
moſt impoſkble for a man to rid himſclfe of, It thedt 
Dungeon were wide, orthe-narrow hole ſhallow, therevi 
more likelihood of climbing vp, and creeping out : 
depth and ftraitnellſe ioyned rogether, -are two (uchtimf 


_Giments , as whereby the-impriſoned (inner becommet 


well-neare hopeleſle and helpletle, 
Firſt, the Harlot bath a ſpeciall Art both to. allurema 


vnto her, like a akilfull. Fowler, with a. call, and to dl 


them faft from departing away, when: ſhee: hath-cayi 
them, according to that ſaying of the-Wiſe-man: 1 ju 
more bitter than death the woman whoſe heart is as nets, # 
ſnares , and her hands as bonds : bee that is good before ( 
yay be. delmnered,, from. her , but the famer ſaall. be ta 
8 
Secondly,mans corrupt nature is veryprone to chis fin 
of incontinencic, and this linne of inconcinencie is 104 
Icab)e to man corrupt nature, that after they are act 
tcd together, it is not calic co alienate the one from® 


_ Other,- They which have beene once inchanted with 


baites of filthy luſt,had rather be bund-men than flrang® 


vnto it. - | 


Thirdly, it is aſinne that not onely-bercauerh mane 
their {aluation, bur of their modeſtic, and: all goo#* 


the 


( - 
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hemſottiſh and Ideots : they are (o infatuated by it, that 
eyther decay in eſtate, '\nor' abalienation of friends, nor 
iiſcaſes of body , nor lofſe-of honour', nor damnation. 
pf (oule,, nor any miſerie prefent 'or future, can cavule 
them to abandon it .' Wee all finde the complaint of 
the Prophet verified almoſt in all, both Drunkards and 
Adulterers, and may truely tcſtifie with him, that, F'hore- Hoſe 4. xt. 
dome, Wine, and new Wine, hane taken away their hearts. 
Inftruction for them that are yet free from the praftiſe he 
of this more than beaſtly linne, that they be heedetull to : 
themſelves with all warinetle, and neuer ſuffer theraſelucs to 
be defiled with it. Come not neare tothe brinke of ſuch an 
infernall pit, where Death dwelleth, and deſtruftion inhabi- 
teth,and which is one of the lodgings of hell: feareto come 
neare to that whirle-poole-which ſwalloweth vp ſo many 
millions, and permitteth ſcarce any of all (how puiſſant , or 
politickeſocuer) to eſcape with life, or honour . Say not, I 
will (wimme, for then thou wile ſurely fincke : preſume not 
of repentance, leſt thou be plunged in perdition : for they 
of all others are moſt in dangerof drowning,which promiſe 
to themſelues the lafelt deliuerance, 
If Deaththen,with Damnation, be hideous and feaxefull, 
let adultery and wheredome be odious, and feared : foral- 
much as the pangs of the one, doe (o certainely follow-the 
plealures of the other. And in the ſecond place, how much 
doth it concerne them that ſtand guilty of thiscrime to be 
awakened, and prouide for their owne indemnnitie, as not 
knowing how ſoone they ſhalbe drawne to execution? They 
W have forfeited their ſoules, and the Law of God hath paſſed 
ſentence, that they ſhall be depriued of both : and if they be « 
[pared from the Rroke of a temporary violent death , they 
are the more ſubie& co the torrure of cternall condemnati- 
on, Weretheſe men well adviſed, and did they conſiderate» 
ly apprehend their owne eſtate, how couldthey pollibly be 
{o ſecure, and careleſſe ? Could they beſo worldly, or aſpi- 
ring, or voluptueus, or iocund ? If they knew what hereaf- 
ter they ſhall know z if they felt the feare of that _ 
a they 


y 


Mat. 19.24.26 
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they ſhall feele the torment , their haughty mindeswail 
bow lower, their dainty morſells would be leile delic 

all their ſports, their mirth, and pleaſures would loletht 
relliſh, and turne to be bitter and vopleaſant vnto then 
Now thereforein thetime of their repriuall, let chensſuek 
a pardon, and ſo prevent the puniſhment, which otheroi 
remayneth forthem. And let not the difhculty of ob: 
ning grace diſcourage them from ſecking of it , but rate 
augment their importunitie . Our Sauiour equalizeth ths 
vice of couctouſnes with this of vnchaſtitie, when hee ſaith, 
It is eaſier for a cable to goe through the eye of a needle, than 


4 rich man to enter into the kingdome of God : yet when hi 


Diſciples amazed thereat, demanded, Who then can be ſax 
We mitigated the matter , and ſaid , #/th men it is vnpoſſih 
but with God all things are poſſible. 

Now as worldline{le may be remitted,ſo may adultery 
the louc of wealth may be quelled by Gods Spirit,lomaytk 
liking of an harlot : both whores, ſuch a one as was Rb%, 
and whore-hunters, ſuch an one as was S«m/ex, may velit 
forgiuen, and cured, and ſaued, but with great humiliation 
with many teares,with ardent prayers with much mortih 
tion. And who would not conflantly, and continually ſpas 
himſclte in theſe both day and nighe, for the fruition d 


Gods fauour, the recovery of his owne fafety, for hope,k 
comfort, for life,and for (aluation ? 


Ver le 20. That tho mayeit walke 193 the WAY of 7004 ma, 
and keepe the paths of the ttt, 


5 Em vertue of wiſedeme hath beene commended fortit 
protection, and defence, which it yeeldeth again{tW 


ked wayes, and (infull people , which now hee amp! 
dy the eontray , ſhewing rbe benefites of it for direRion® 


goo vayes, and the ſociety, and example of godly perſonk 
28 will be the berter perceived, if _ looke backetotit 
twelfe andthirteene verſes, and annexe this vntotbeminth?# 


manner 2 /t ſpall deljner thee from, the enilhway , and fowl 


þ 
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w that ſpeaketh froward things , and fron them that leauethe 
yes of righteonſneſſe, to walke in the wayes of darkeneſſe : that 
1 may walke in the wajes of good men , and keepe the way 
the righteous , that is , be converſant with them , and 
nforme thy (elfe totheir honeſt, and holy behaviour. 
It much concerneth them that would liue Chriſtianly,to png, 
tatethe example of the godly, 
Asthe eares attending to that which by God is comman- 
4, ſo the eyes obſeruing what by good men is perfor- 
:d, doe dire their feete to the cavſy that leadeth to (al- 
tion : For ſo ſaith the Lord;Stand by the wayes and behold, ter. 6. 16, 
id arke for the old way, which is the good way, and walke 
1erein, and you ſhall finde reft to your ſoules. As if hee had 
id, you that deſire felicitic and happinetTe with Henoch, 
Voah, eAbrahanw , and all the reſt of thoſe worthy Patri« 
rkes and principall men, be diligent to learne which hath 
e the auncient path of veritic, in which they, and all 
e righteous cuer lince the beginning of che world , haue 
zone to ſaluatiun, and tread in the ſame ſteps after them, 
hat you may feele the like ſpirituall comfort in earth, and 
Inde (uch celeftiall glory in the heavens. Many exhorta- 
ons are vied in the New Teftament for this purpoſe, as, 
Fo followerr of mee, and looke on them which walks [0, a5 y0u Phil, ;. 17, 
vs for an enſample, Remember them which hae the oner- 1 1, , 
ght of yow, which haue declared unto you the word of (God: 
hoſe Faith follew, conſidering what hath beene the end of their 
onuer/ation, Reade 1 Cor. 4. 16, and 11.1. 2 Theſ, 3.7, 9, 
eb. 6, 12. Tames 5.10, | 
Firſt, hereby they that haue more graces, after a ſort, Reaſon 1, 
ommunicate to thoſe that haue fewer,the ſtrong afliſt the 
eake, and the wiſe condud the ſimple. Thou mailt behold 
nany ſhewing themſelues good precedents by their conuer- 
ation, whum thou canſt not have opportunitie to heare gi- 
ing of precepts by words. Yea, the dead may remaine 
achers to the living, and ſucceeding ages may be infor- 
ded by thoſe of former times. | 
Secondly, when godly mens good workes are propoled, 
| P 4 a 
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and hceded as patternes of obedience to Gods word, the 
is the more ſafctic and allurance in proceeding . Youny 
know you arc right : the path is beaten and made pli 
before you, by thcir feete who haue patled thorewthelel 
ſame way to the very ſaine place without miſcarrying. At 
therefore the Apolile tearmeth the vertuous examplesg 
the faithfull Patriarkes and Fathers, '/itneſſes, a cloud of Bi. 
meſſes, (uch as did ſo eminently and cuidently.giue telling 
nic tothe truth, for all poſtcritics ro imbrace it, as the Pile 
of the Cloud gave direRion tothe Liraelites in the wildernelk 
which way they ſhould trauell, AN 
Reproofe of them ( and that is of ſuch a multicude wi 
innumerable) which ncuer ſer foote in good mens te; 
vnleſſe it be in their extraordinaric ations, in.whickthy 
arc to hauec no fullowers, or where they Hhauc wandered it 
ſtumbled,or taken a fall by erroneous opinions, or humane 
inficmitics, from neyther of which the beſt hauc any 
raine. immunitic, All, Poperie and Herelie-is. grouaded 
ehis foundation : eyther they perucre the Scriprures, al 
learned mens writings , or elſe warrant, themſclues. by ilk 
vnwarrantable layings and praftiſes of thoſe which othe- 
wiſe are ſound and Orthodoxe.Butthe moſt part are mol 
prone to follow the worlt ſort, eſpecially.if .chey'bed 
Place and qualitie, the (cantling is raken from their put 
ber, cltimation and greatnefſe;'and ſeldome or never fron 
their vertues, linceritic and goodneile, It is evident t6 
leene, and much to be lamented, that vpright menaret 
ned alone, and compelled to be folitarie : few conucrſevil 
them, and almo(} none come after them in their vers 
whercas the vyorſt of the vvicked have companie tv 
much in euery kinde of euill, and flockes doe follow the 
m the puaQtiſe of any liccutioulacilſe, And what ſhall wt 
lay of them that are not alone, and like to good Mt" 
but adverſaries to them 2? that doc not onely negleR tit 
example of their faithfulneſle , bur reproach,jit; which 


lo farre from imitating their integritic, as that they pici* 
quarrels againlt the ſame, and deprauc.it. 


Second!!, 
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Secondly, Inſtrution for Gods people ro make. their 
podlinefle and good conuerſation conſpicuous and appa* 
rant, that others may ſce which way they goe, and follow 
them in their foot-lteps, S. Pax wou!d have them ro aerne Phila. 1516, 
as lights in the world, holding forth the word of life. And 
S Peter teacheth them ro ſhew forth the wertues of him that 1 Pit. 1.9. .. 
bath calledthem,out of darkeneſſe,into 17s meruailou light. Re- 
ligion hereby-is greatly glorified, the mouthes of malicious 

| aduerfaries, which are continvalty barking at the Gofpcll, 
and profcllors of ir, are cloſely muſled : and who know- 
eth how many (oulcs by their Wiſedome, Pictie, Mercy, 
luſtice, Humilicie,- and other [piendent Graces are condu- 
ed into true obetlience and immortall bletiedneffe.If God 
dire his Seruants to thy path,and bidde them keepe thee 
company, or follow thee therein, ſhouldeſt nor thou then 
goe before them in the right way, in a fafe way, in the beſt 
way, and be fcene ——— rhe ſame withe 
out wandring ? 'A-righteous man can hardly tread avty 
without offence to all ſorts': fome will mourn, fone will 
ivſtife, ſome will imitate, forne wtll divulge, ſome will ma-, 
liciovſly charge the ſame vpon others ; and ſorhe vvill in- 
folently inſult over all. The vvicked ſhall not plunge fo* 
many by lincking vp to the ſhoulders, ashee ſhall by ſtep-, 
ping ouet theſhooes : and'one furlong of his folly is more © 
ſcandalous and harmefull to peruert others, than twehtie + 
Leagues of their-lewdnefTe who are notoriouſly (infull. 
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Verſe 21, For the rightedn ſhalt dwell on earth, and ihe up- © 
right ſhall remaine therem. ; 4 ih 
Verſe 22, But the wicked ſhall be cnt off from the earth, and \- 


the tranſgrefſors ſhall be plucks ont of it. 


HE- have we theconcluſion of the precedent diſcourſe, 
confirming it firft by the kindnefſe-of God, in way of 
promiſe vnto the good ; and then, by his contrary iudge-, 
ments,in way of threatning vnto thecuill. Touchingrhe + 
former, hee ſaith, The i»ſt foul dwell on-earth; be protected”. 
in -- - 
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in times of perill, when others periſh : and they and thei 
(cede be eſtabliſhed fo long as it is good for them, andin- 
ioy all ſuch bleſſings of this life as will doe them moſt good, 
But the wicked ſhall be cut off from the earth, the vengeanca 
of God ſhall ouer-turne their perſons, eſtates , | 

_ as gralle is mowne downe,or weedes plucked vp, or naugl» 

tic trees arc rooted out, 

If any obic& that the godly commonly have the lealt 
part in the carth, and in carthly bleſfings, and are (oonel 
remoued: let him conſider, that howſoeuer it ſeeme lo, yet 
indeed'it is nothing ſo, For while they liuc here, the whole 
carth is theirs, with the vſe of it, howſoeuer the Lordſeah 
it good to put them to a ſpirituall dyct, and keepeththem 
from ſurfetting by excelle, the better to fit them for theit 
heauenly inheritance : and when they are taken away by 
death, they be tranſlated ro immortalitic and glory, whete- 
as the wicked inioy that little or much which they haue, 
vſurpers and theeues doe an houſe which they haue bre- 
ken into, and keepe for a few houres vntill the Ofhicen 
come and apprehend them, and then are they caſt into pti 


ſon, or led vnto execution, they arc cj- ted with a witnelle, 
and ca(t into perpetuall milcrie. 

The Lord doth not wholy reſerue mens reward for the 
Iudgement tocome, but giucth to many.ſome part of thei 
Pay in this world. 


That which the Prophet in the caſe of a mercifull man 
doth profelſe both for and vnto the Lord, the Lord doth 


avow and will performe to every one that is righteous and 
mercifull, The Lord will keepe him and preſerue him alu : he 


ſhall be bleſſed vpon the earth, and thou ſpalt not deliver h1m- 


vnto the will of his enemies, Peruſe the thirtic ſeauenth Palme, 
and note what conſent and harmonic there is betweene 
Daxid the Father, and our Solomon the Sonne, how fully 
they accordin this poynt, not onely in ſubſtance, but well- 


neare in words and ſyllsbles, Such as be bleſſed of God, ((aith 
the Pſalmiſt) fall inberite the land or Ry "- ty be 


enr(ed of him ſhall be cut off. The righteous ſhall inberi t he 


land, 
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land, and dwell therein for ener : but the tranſpreſſors ſhall be 
deſtroyed together , and the end of the withed ſhall be cut off. 
Read Det. 28. 1 Tim. 4. 8. Mat. 5.5.T0b 18. 14.16. 

' Firſt, the Lord doth in this manner bleiſe the good,and Reaſon x. 
curſethe bad, making ſome proſperous, and others vnhap- 
pic, for the manifeſtation of his Mercy, the publication of 
his Iuftice, and the declaration of Truth; that the world 
may (ec how faithfully hee performeth his promiſes, and 
with what ſcueritie he executeth his threatnings. 

Secondly, hee prepareth the heartsof his people by theſe 
his proceedings to more Faith, and afh{teth them in their 
holy behaviour, when their eyes may behold the veritie of - 
his words, the recompence ef the righteous, and the puniſh» 
ments of the wicked: by meanes whereof they are led with 
hope vnto obedience; and affrighted with feare from linne 
and rebellion. 

Thirdly, godly men be as fruitfull rrees, the better they 
proſper, the better they arc able to benefit their Brethren, 
and the longer they grow, the more good they doe, and 
therefore arceeſtabliſhed by Gods owne fauour, and by the 
helpe of good mens prayers,which are very forcible: where. 
as the (infull miſcreants be like co Bryers and Brambles, 
which many wayes are very noyſome and hurtfull, as the 
Lord (ceth with anger,and his ſeruants feele with griefe,and 
therefore Gods diſpleaſure and mens complaints, will in 
time ſupplant them, and veterly aboliſh both roote and 
branch, and all che memoriall of them. 

Encouragement vnto the feare of God, and rightcoul- 
nelle, the fruit whereof is ſo much, ſo ſweet, and ſo goodly, 
as they which are endued therewith, haue' Chriſt to be 
theirs, and God to be theirs, and the world'to be theirs; 
they are made heyres of heauen, and heyres of the carthy 
and by right and title with/Chrift, the owners of all things. 
How many wicked doe fall on this (ide,-and on that, b<- 
fore, and behinde, when they ſtand firme ? and what wiſe 
man obſerueth not his enemies to lye ſtill helpleſſe, when: _ 
heis lifted vp againe ? Hearkennot then to theſe mugen 

_ 
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and ſlanderous enemies of Religion, who by blaſphemoyy 
imputations. attempt to draw it into hatred, and to alienate 
all mens affections from it : 'as though ſhee could endure 
none of her friends and followers to be wealthy, tobe ho- 
nourable, to be chearcfull, co proſper well, to live longand 
leaue a good cllate to their Children. Such are thec{- 

, Mours of the world, and ſuch is the falſhood of che Diudl, 
again(t the veritie of the Scriptures,and the euident demon- 
{tration of experience. | 

Folly of them that make worldlineſle, crueltic, lying, 
falſhood, and other iniquities, the very foundation of their 
felicitie: by praKife of theſe, they truſt co compaſleriches, 
and by having of riches they hope to become happy, and 
ſothey make vnrighteouſneſſe their trade, wicked Mar 

' mon thcirtrealure, and this preſent world their principall 

Paradiſe: by which they doc not onely make their ſoules 

liable to the rorments of hell, bur likewiſe expoſe them- 

. ſelves to horrible plagues and iudgements on carth, and 

live euery moment ir” peril thereof, They may peraduen- 
ture purchaſe Lands, and take Leaſes, build houſes, plant 

Orchards, make Gardens,and attaine te manifuld commo- 

ditics. and delights, yet ſhall neyther. chey, nor theirs, inioy 
the ſame, longer than vntill they have fulfilled the mew 
lure of their tranſgreſſions, than vntill their linne be ripe, 
and Gods vengeance be ready, then downe they ſhall, how 
firmely ſoeucr they ſeemed to be rooted, and wither they 
ruſt, how greene and flouriſhing ſocuer they have appet- 
red: fo farre fhall they be from retayning their former 
beautie and excellencie in the ſpreading branches, as that 
not ſo much as a ſtumpe of them: ſhall be lefe in the 


ground, to grow againe, -after the time of their cxtit- 
| pation, 


Conſolation to the poore, violently opprefſed by the 
power of the mightie, that outredroppe all the lower plants 
which grow neare vnto then, and thoſe moſt which beate 
moſt fruit, let them be well aſſured that ſo ſoone as they 
waxc harmefull, they are marked to be felled,and made fire- 


wood; 
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wood; and therefore the more troubleſome they are,- the 
[eſſe while they ſhall be troubleſome; and one ſtroke of + 
Gods hand can as calily cut downe an Oake, asan Elderne, 
as a Thiſtle, as a Bent, For hee that is moſt puillane and 
proud, hath no more power toreliſt the Axe of the Lord, 
than the gralle in the field to withſtand the Sithe of che- 
Mower, or thecloath to maintaine it (elfe againſt the mouth 
of the Moath, according to theſe ſayings of the Prophet : 
Feare yee net the reproach of men, neyther be afraid of their re-. Iay 1.8.12. - 
bules : For the Moath ſhall eate them vp like a garment, 
and the Worme ſhall eate thens 2p like wooll, I, ener. - 
I] am hee that comfort you, Who art thou, 
that thou ſbould feare a mortall man,or 
the ſonne of man which ſhall 
'  bemadeas graſſe ? 


